2,9 by 
» 44 F 
», * f 
LI. 9 _ 
Sas JW ae 
DET BY * «of 
2 > <2 . k 
hs SH, F3- 1 
Sms « - 


| 7 ; ; 
l to Þ 


" Crots fol - 


L 


'* 


- 


2,9 by 
» 44 F 
», * f 
LI. 9 _ 
Sas JW ae 
DET BY * «of 
2 > <2 . k 
hs SH, F3- 1 
Sms « - 


| 7 ; ; 
l to Þ 


" Crots fol - 


L 


'* 


- 


GP Inn nag 
ood #0 be Ac tt IE 
» Or Sy TS 


| \RGALVS, 


1 > . % S 
I Þ ts . 
. 
+ ©, . 
K F T 
A® J 


- £ 3 , 
x - M. j n - 
Fq . 
21 M552 % 
a 4 *\ * - 4 - 
6 : _ * . 

by : 
& "7 - 

4 , * - 

6 - 

25% 

*, .- ; 

A - * 
p n 
- . 
4 s £3 
pi - -_ 

4 - - 

4. o a 
» _ = 
_ 
- . 
- 


— ww 


= Written by Fra. Quarkes. 


The laſt Edition Corrected, Amended , 
on x And fy TOA 
JLLUSTRATED with 30. FIGURES 

Relating to the * 


STORY. 


LONDON; | n 


Printed by #. for Humphrey Moſeley, and are to be ſol; 
; at his ſhop, at the Prince's Armes in 1 St Paul*s 
; Church-yard, 165 6, 


rr nt <dl ded ont nc 


pagagntennnattnt _ 
The minde F. the Erontiſpic & 


| * 1——_ behind this ſi ""W Front ſpice "hp 
— I\The Argument of our Book: which to your eyes 
' Our Muſe ( for ſerious canſes, and beft kwown 
**Unto her ſelfe) commands ſhould be unſbown : . 
And therefore to that end | ſoe hath thought fot | 
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To the Reader. 


 maguified by thetr weakneſſe. Reader, thou ſhalt 13 the pro- 
ereſſe of this' Story > meet with a ſeeming Solceciim; 
which #s this  Demagoras his ſo foul a deed perpetrated 
upon the fair Parthenia, 1s fully expreſt ; and yet, the 
revenge thereof paſt over ta ſHlence 3. wherein ( as 1 con- 
cetie) I have ndt dealt unjuſtly. When Prometheus ſtole 
fire from Heaven to animate and quicken bis aytifictal 
- togkes, the ſeverer gods for puniſhment of ſo bigh a fa- 
criledge, ſtruck him 0t dead with a ſudden Thunder-bolt, 
bat(to be more deeply avenged) let him live, to be tor-' 
mented mith Vultures, conttnually gnawing on his Liver, 
The ſame kind of torture had Ixion ;, ſohadSiſyphus ; 
ſo had Tantalus : D:d then Demagoras' fault equal (if 
z0t exceed) thetrs, and ſhould his. puniſhment L eſſe > 


Had my pe. delivered.” bim dead in. your. hands, mhat 
could” you have had more > Hs accurfed memory had ſoon 


rotted with his baſer name; and there had been an end of 
him : In which reſpeR, 1 have ſuffered him to live, that 
he may ſtand like a Jack a Lent, or a Shroving Cock, 
for every one toſpend a Cudgyil at,to the worlds end, Ladies, 
(for in your ſilken laps T know this Book nill chuſe tolie, 
which being far-fetched, KL the $tationer be wiſe, will be 
moſt fit for you)my ſuit is, That you would be pleaſed to give 
the fair Parthenia your noble entertainment : She hath creſt 
the Seas for your acquatmance, und 1s come to live and die 
; _ you ; to whoſe gentle hands I recommend her, and kiſſe 
tem. wt | 


Dublin, this 4, SOILS 
_ of March, ©  Fx;QuvanLEs. 
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eArgalus and Parthenis. 


The Firſt Book, 
WW Ithin the limits of th' Arcadian Land, 
/ Y Whoſe grateful bounty hath inricht the hand 
Of many a Shepheard Swain, whoſe rurall Art | + 
(Untaught to gloze, or witha double heart 
To vow lifſernbled Love) did build tro Fame 
Erernall Trophies of a Paſtorall name : 
That ſweet Arcadia; which, in antique dayes, 
Was wont to warble out her well tun'd layes 
To all the world; and, with her Oaten Reed, 
Did ſing her love whilſt her proud flocks did feed : 
Arcadia, whoſe deſergs did claim to be pM 
. Asgreat a ſharer in the Daphaean Tree, 
As his, whoſe lowder £7zead proudly.ſings 
Heroick.conquelts of viorious Kings : 
There (if th'exuberance of a word may {well 
So high, that. Azgels may be ſaid rodwell) 
There dwelt that Y7rgzez, that Arcadianglory, 
Whofe rare compoſure did abftradt the itory 
Of true perfection, modellizing forth 
The height of beauty, and admured'worth ; 
Her name Parthenia, whoſe unnam'd deſcent, 
Can ſerve but as a needlefle complement, 
To gild perfeQtion : She ſhall boaſt, alone, 
What bountcous Art, _ Nature makes her _ | 
cr 
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Her mother was a Lady, whom deep age _, 
More filfd with honor, rhers difeafes-;.ſage, 
A modeſt Matron, ftridt, reſerv'd, auſtere, 
' Sparing in ſpeech\ bur lib'rall of herear 5; ._ 
Hierce to her foes, and violent. where ſhe likes ; 
Wedded ro what her ow opinion ſtrikes : 
Frequent inalms, and charitable deeds, 
Of mighty ſpirir, conſtant ro her heads, 
Wiſely ſuſpicious ; but what need we other 
Then this 2. She was the fair Parthezra's Mother ; 
That rare Parthez1a,in whofe heavenly eye 
Sits Maiden mildneſſc, mixt with Majeſty, 
Whoſe ſecret power hatha double skill; 
By frowns or {miles to make alive, or kill ;  : 
Her cheeks are like to:'banks of faireſt flowers, 
Inricht with ſweetnefle from-the' twilight ſhowers, 
Whereon thoſe jars which were ſs ofren bred, 
Compoſed were, betwixt the white and red ;- 
Her hair rought down'beneath her Ivory knees, 
As ifthat Nature to ſo'rare aPiece 
Had meant a fhaddow : Tabouring to ſhow 
And boaſt the utmoſt, that her hand could do: 
Like ſmalleſt flax appear'd her Nytaph-like hair 
Bur onely flaxe was notſ{o-{mall; {>fair: 
Her lips [ice Rubies, and you'd:think, within, 
In ſtcad of tecth, that orient Pearls had bin : 
The whiteneſs of.her dainty neck you know, 
If ever you beheld the new-faln Sow ; 
Her Swan-like brefts were like two little Spheares, 
Wherein, each azure lme in view appeats, - 
Which, were they obvious but to every eye, 
All liberall Arts would jurts Aftronomy : © 
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True vertue wasthe objc@of her will , 

She could no ill, becauſe ſhe knew no ill ; 

Her thoughts were-noble, and her words not lavith, 
Yet free, but wiſely weigh'd ; more apr to raviſh, . 
Then to entice ; le. beautified with Art, | 

Then natural ſweetneſs : in her gentle heart 
Judgement tranſcended; from her milder brcit 
Paſſion was not exiled, but repreſt : CIGEY | 
Her voice excel'd, nay, had you heard her voice 
But warble forth, you might have had the choice, 
To take her for ſome ſmooth-fac'd Cherubts, 


Or <lfe ſome glorious Aagel, thathad been; 


A treble ſharer in th'eternall joyes, 


Such was her voice;ſuch was her heavenly voice: 
Merry, yet modeſt ; witty, and yet wilc ; 
Not apt to toy, and yet not too too nice ; 


Quick;,but not,raſh; Courtcous,and yer not common; 


Not toorfamiliar, and yet fcorning no man. 
In brief, who would relate her praiſcs well, 
Muſt firſt bethink himſelf, what 'tis t'excell. 
When theſc-pexte&ions had enhaunc'd the name. 
Ot rare Parthenia, nimble winged Fame | - |) jt 
2 B 2 Grew 


4  Argelurand Parting Book, 


_* Grew great with honor; {preads her haſty-wings, - | 
Advanc'd her Trumpet, and away ſhe ſprings, ' 
And with her ful-moutt'd'blaſtſhe doth proclame - 
Th'unmatsd glory of Payrthei7a'stiame ti 
Who now bur fair Parthera > what report - . 
Can finde admittance in th' Arcadian Court 
Bur fair Parthezra's? Evcry ſolemn feaſt | 
Muſt now be {weetned, honor'd, and pofleſt 

With high diſcourſcs of Partherzas glory, . 
And every mouth muſt breath Parther:#'s ſtory. 
The Poet ſummons now his amorous quHl, 
And {cornes aſhſtance from the Sacred Hill : | 
The {weet-lipt Orator takes mm hand to raiſe . © |-*_ 
His prouder ftile; to ſpeak Partherr2's pratlc;. 
The curious Painter wiſely doth difplace- 
Faire Venus, ſets Partherta1n her place. 
The pleader burnes his Books, difdaines the Law. 
And talls in love with whom his eyes ne'rſaw.. 
Healths to the fair Parthera flic about | 
Arevery board, whilſt others, more devont; 
Builds Idols to her, and adore the ſame, 
And Parrets learn to prate Parthentaes name : 
Some truſt ro fame, ſome feeretly difprize 
Her worth :; ſome emulates,and ſome envies ; 
Sorre doubt, fome fear leſt:raviſh Fame belicher;. 
And all that darebeleeve report, admire; * | - 
' Upon the borders of the Arcadian Land © 
Dwelt a Lacc1ar Lord': Of proud command. 
Lord of much people, youthtull and of fame.. 
More great then- good ; Demagoras his name :- 
_ Of ſtature rall, his body ſpare and meager, 
. Thick ſhouldred, hoflow cheek'd, and viſage eager; 
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His gaſbfull countenance ſwarthy, long and thin, 
And downe each fide of his reverted chin | 
A lock of black negle&ed hair (befriended 
With warts too ugly to be ſcen) deſcended ; 

His rowling eyes were deeply ſunk, and hiew'd 


Like fire : *Tis ſaid, they bliſter'd where they view'd. 


Upon his ſhoulders from his fruirfull crown, 
A rugged crop of Elf-locks dangled down : 


His hide all haity ; gariſh his attire, 


And his Complexion meerly Earth and Fire © 


Perverſe to all ; extenuating what 
Another did, becauſe he did tt nor : 


 Maligning all mens a&ions bur his own,, 
Not loving any, and belov'd of none : * * | 
Revengetull, envious,deſperately ſtout, 
And ina-word, to paint him full 
That had the Monopoly, to fulfi 


y our, 


All vice ; the Hzeroglyphzck of all ill. - 


He view'd Partheraa's face. As from above, 
hrning hurFd by angry Jove,, 
Confound th'unarm'd beholder at a blow, 
And leave him ruin'd inthe place : Even ſo 
The pcerelefle beauty of Partheria's eyes, 

Ac the firſt ſight did conquer and furprize . 
The laviſh thoughts of this amazed lover, 
Who void of ſtrength to hide, or to diſcover 
The tyrannous ſcorching of his ſecret fires, + .. 
Prompted by paſhon, with himfelfe conſpires :. 
Accurs'd Demagoras ! [to what a Fever 
Hath one look ftruck thy ſoule > O never, never 


Firebals of li 


; 


Toberecur'd! If Thad done amiſs, 


Hath Heaven no eaſier plagues in Fore but this > 


Pro- 
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© Prometheus TRY err theſe, 
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Our fins yet labour d both 


one diſeaſe ; 
Oar faults are £quall q 


flolefire from Heavers 


_ Our faults alikes why are our plagues 4reuen? 


Be juſt, O-make wot ſuch wnequal, ods 
Of equall ſins : Be, juſt, or elſe no gods : 
why ſend ye down ſuch Angels to.the earth, 
To mock peore martals > or of mortall birth 
If ſuch a Heaven-like Paragon:may be, 
why do ye not wound her as well as me > 
But why do I tmplore your atds tn Vainy 
That are the Inghef gepts in my patn? _. 
Poore wretch \, What hope of belp.can ye aſſure me, .. 
when ozely ſhe, that made the mound, can cure me > 
D#tne Parthenia, Earths urvalued Jewel ; 
would thou hadſt been leſs glorioas, or leſs cruell : 
V'Vhen firſt thine eyes a:d to theſe eyes appeare, 
I read the hiſtory of my ruine there, 
My neceſsaryrume : Heaven, nor Hell 
Can ſabue my ſores, by helpe of Prayer or Spell ; 
Gods are unjuſt, andif with charmes, I haunt ber, 
Her eyes are counter-charmes, t'1nchant th'inchauter 5 
Vhy ao T thas exulcerate my diſeaſe > 
By adding torments, hope T to find eaſe > 
1s not her cruelty exough, alone, 
But muſt I bring fl tormem of mine own ? 


 Cheare up Demagoras : "Tis 4 wiſe mans part 
Not toloſe all if his unpraftis dart © 
Serves not to gaiy: A Gamfter may not chuſe 

His chance : It 1s ſome conqueſt not to looſe . 

Look to thy ſelfe : - Let noinjurious blaſt - * | 
Of cold deſparre chill thy green wounds to faſt _ 
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For time t6 cure :"O, hope for no remffion 
Of pain, till Cupid ſend thee aPhylition, 
Shes a woman-31f a womans then 
My title's good; women were made for men. 
She is a womary though her heavenly brow 
write Angell, and may ſtoop, and though not now ; 
Women, by looks, will not be my eo 
Vutill therr hearts aduiſe with fleſh and thod, 
She 1s a woman, There's no teaſon why, | 
But ſhe (perchanre) may burne as well as I, 
Move then, Demagoras,ler Parthenia know 
The ſtrength of her own beanty, in thy woe : 
Feare ot ; what thou ador'ſt,, begin to move, 
- (bris-croſſe fore-runs the Alphabet of love : 
. Tis halfe perfeFen, what is once begun 5 
She is a woman, and ſhe muſt be wor. | 
Like as a Swain, whoſe hands have made a vow, 
. And ſworn allegranceto the peacefult Plow,. 
Preſt out for ſervice in the Marriall camp, 
Ar firſt (unentred ) finds & liveleſſe damp, 
Belcagring every joynt, as often fwounds z 
As here he viewes hisfword; or thinks of wounds ; 
Atlength (not finding any meafies for flying, 


Switcht and ſpurd on with defp'rate feare of dying J:- 


He hewes, he hacks, and in the midſt he goes, 
And freſhly deals about his frantick blowes ; 
Even ſo Demagoras, whoſe umbred faſhion 

Had never yer ſubſcrib'dto loves {weet paſsion, 
Being call'd a Combatant tv-Exprds fields 
Trembles, and fecrerly refolves to yield 

The day without a patly, tilt ar length, 
Fiercely tranſporre by th'unturor'd firength-- 


Of 


| Argalus and Parthenis Book, 


' Ofhis owne paſsion, he himſelfe aſſures, 

That deſp'rate torments muſt have deſp'rate cures ; 
Andthus to the divine Partherza's cars 
Applies his ſpeech, devoid of doubts and fears. 


(1) Farreſt of creatures, if my ruder tongues 
To right it ſelfe, ſhould doe your patience wrong, 
And lawleſs paſſion makes it tos too frees 
O blame your heavenly beauty and not me ;, 

Tt was thoſe eyes, thoſe precious eyes that firſt 

- Enforcd my tongue to ſpeake, or heart to burſt : 
From thoſe deare eyes 1 firſt recety'd that wound, 
which ſeek for cure, and cannot be made ſound 

But by the hand that ftruck : To you alone 

1 ſue for help, that elſe muſt hope for none : 

Then crown my joyes, thou Antidote of deſparre, 
And be as mercifull as thou art fair 
Natarez(the bounty of whoſe liberall hand 

Made thee the Jewell of the Arcadian Land) - 
Intendedin ſo rare a prize, to boaſt 

Hey maſter-piece : Hes Tewells are but loft, | 
Shane then, and rob not Nature of her due, 

. But honor her, as ſhe hath honour'd you. - 

Let not the bet of all her-works he dead _ © 
T the mice Casket of a Maidenhead : | 

. What ſhe would havereveal'd, O doe not ſmother 

Th art made in vaine, unleſs thou make. another : 
-Grue me thy heart, and for that gift of thine, 

Leſs thou ſhogldſft want a heart , tle grve thee mine, 
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Argalus and Partbenia. © - Book. E.. 


eAs richly fraught with love, and lafting duty, 
_ As thou mith wertu?, or thine eyes with beauty, 
Why daft thou frowne > why does that heavenly brow 
Not made fo wrinckles, ſhew a wrinckle now > _ 
Send forth thy brighter Sun-ſhine, and the whiles 
'O lend me byt the twilight of a ſmile :* 
Grue me 036 amorous glance 5 why fland ft thou mute > 
Diſcloſe thoſe ruby lips, and grant my ſutte : 
Speak (loves) or if thy doubtfull miride be bent 
Toſolerceslet that ſilence be conſent : 
Nor beg I love of alms, although in part, 
My words may ſeem t'umplead my own deſert ;; 
D:ſdaine me rot, although my thoughts. deſcend 
Below themſelves, to ex.foy ſo faire a friend. 
1, that have oft with teares been ſought to,ſue;, | 
\ And Queens have been his ſervants, that ſerves you : 
The beautztes of all-Greece have been at ſtrife DE 
Tomwtn the name of great Demagoras wife, 
© And been deſpis'd,not worthy to obtatne | 
So bigh an honour; whatthey ſought (in Varue ) 
Theare preſent. thee with, as thine owne due, 
It being an honour fit for nont but you : * 
Speake then (my love) and let my lips make known. 
That T am either thine, or not mine own. 
Have you beheld when freſh Azrora's cye 
; Sends fotth her carly beames, and by and by 
Withdrawes the glory of her face, and ſhrowds 
Her cheeks bebing a ruddy maske of clouds, 
Which, who beleeve in Erra Pater ſay, 
Preſages wind, and bluſtry ſtormes that day. 
Such were Partheria's looks; in whole faire face 


Roſes and Lillies, late had equall place, 


 Butnow, 'ewixt Maiden baſbfulncſſe, and ſpleen, 


Roſes appear'd, and:Lillies were not ſcen : 


She paus'd-a while, till at the laſt, ſhe breaks 
Her long kept angry filence, thus, and ſpeaks. 


My Lord, 1 
Had your ftrong Oratory but the Arty 
. To make'me conſcious of ſo great deſert, 
AS you perſwade, Tſhould-be bound in: duty | 
To praiſe your Rhet rick as you praiſe my beauty ; 
Or if the frail lf of my judgement could 
Flatter my thoughts ſo groſty, as to hold 
Your words for currants you might boldly dare 
Count me as fooliſh, as you terme me fare, 
If you vie Courtſhip, Fortune knowes that I 
Have zot ſo ftrong a game, to ſee the wie : 
Alas, my Skill durſt never undertake 
To play the game, where hearts be ſet at ſtake 5 
Needs muſt the loſſe be great, when ſuch have b1n 
Seldome obſer to ſave themſelves, that win : 
You crave my heart, my Lord, you crave withall, 


Too great amiſchiefe : My peore heart's too ſmall 


To fill the concave of ſo great a reſt, 

Whoſe thoughts canſcorne the am:rous requeſt 
Of love-fick Queens, and can _— the vain, 
And faRtious ſuits of Ladtes with diſdazne : 


Stoop not ſo low beneath your Selfe (great Lord) 
To love Parthenia : Shall ſo poore a word _ 
Stain your faire lips, whoſe merits doe proclame 
A more tranſcendent ſortune, then that name _. 
Can give > (all down _n winged Purſtuants * . 
Aud give has tongue the _ to enchant 
| >. 
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Some eafie Goddeſs, 11 your names andtxeat 
A-marriage fitting ſo fublume, ſo great '* . ; 
A mind as yours, andfll the fraitfull earth: 
with Hero's, ſprung from fo drume a birth 
Parthenia's heart could never yet aſpire 
So high : Her home-bred thoughts durſt ne're defire | 
So fond an honor, matcht math ſo great pride, _ 
To hope for that, which Queenes-have been dent d. 
Be wiſe, my Lord; Vouchſafe not to repeat 
Sunfit a furt : Be wiſe as you are great : 
Advance your noble Thoughts ; bazard no more 
To nrack your fortunes 0n ſofteet a ſhove, 
That to the wiſer world,1t may be known, 
The leſs yare mine, the more ye are your own.. 

Like as aguilty priſoner, upow-whom . 
Offended Julitice lately paſt her doom, - _.. ' 
Stands trembling by, and hopeleſſe to prevail, ©. 
Bauls not for mercy; but tothe loath'd 1azl 
Drags his fad Irons,” and from-chence commends: 
A haſty ſuit to his ſele&ed friends, : 
Thar by the vertue of a quick Repreeve,. | 
The wretch might have fome few days more to live.. 
Even ſo Demagoras, whoſe rewounded heart 
Had newly fel rhe unexpected fmart 
And ſecret burthen of a'defperate doom, 
Replics not, takes no leave, butquirs the room:;- 
And in his diſcontented minde, revolves 
Ten thouſand thoughts z and, at the laſt, reſolves. 
What courſe to-run, relying oni no'ather. = 
Bur the aſsiſtance of Partherra*s mother. 
Forthwith his fierce miſguided -paſsion drove 
His wandring ſteps to the next neighbouring porn. D 


| Book. Arga/tes and Parthenia. 


A keen Steeletto in his tremblinghand-- 
He rudely grip'd, upon his lips did ſtand 
A milke-white frothy his cyes like flames; fometimes 
 Hecyrſes Heaven zhimſelte; and then the times; - 
Railes at the proud: Pa#therra; raves; deſpairs ; 

And from: his hgad rends off his tangled hairs 4 
Curſes the womb that bare him's bands the Pares, 
And drunk with Spleen, he thus deliberates: 

why dyeſt thow aot, Demagoras, when as death 
Lenas thee a weapon >Can the whinzug breath 
Of aiſcontents and paſsron fendrelief 

To thy diſtrat10n, ox. ffwage thy grief _ 
why movft :.0t thou'the gods > or, rather, why 

'  Doſſt not contemns and ſcorntheir power, and die > 

But-ſtay | Of whonn dof: tho complarn > A woman. 

To whom ( fond man.) deft thow complaty'* A woman. 

And ſhall a womans frowns have power to grieve thee ? 

Or ſhall a womaus wanton ſmute-retieve thee > 

Fre, fie, Demagoras, ſhall womans eye - 

Prevaile, to make the (tous Dermagoras ave, 

 Andleave to after trmesaw entred name. - 

Ith' Calender of faots:> Rowzerap for ſhame 
Thy waſted ſpirits : whet thy ſpleenz,and liue' 
To be reveng d: She, ſbethat- would not guve- 
Admittance to thyxprofer dlove,muſt drink 
The potion of thy-bate :flrrthen the fork 

Of all thy ow ; where thou canſt not: gatn 
By fairer lazgnage;Tarquin-like confli ane. 

But hold thy bard, ws aud adyſe 5; 

Art grues advantage efr-where force demes :. 

Suſpend thy fury: Make Parthenias mother 

The meanes : One: Adamant will cut another: 


Sweeten 
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Sweeten thy lips mith amoroas Oratory ; © - 

Aﬀett her tender heart with the ſadiſtory 

Of thy dear love : Extol Parthenia's beauty: 

But meſt of all, urge that deſerved duty | 

Thou ow'(t her vertue, and make that the ground 

Of thy firſt love; that gave thy heart the wound : - 

Mingle thy words with fighes and init meet, 

If thou canft force a teare, to let her ſee't, 

Agaznft thy will. Let thy falſe tongue forbear 

No tows, and though thou beeſt forſworn, yet ſwear : 

If ere thy barren lips ſhall chance to pauſe, 

For want of words ; Parthenia zs the cauſe, 

Who hath benumb'd thy heart ; if ere they go 

Beyond theer liſts, Parthenia made them ſo : 

withall, be ſure, nhen ere thou ſhalt aduance 

The daughters vertaes, let the glory glance 

Vpon the prudent mother : women care not 

Tobeare too much of vertue if they ſhare not. 

whe thus thou haft prepar d ber melting ear 

To ſoft attention, cloſely, in the rear 
- Of thy diſtourſe, prefer thy ſad petition 

That ſhe would. baſe to Rr the condition - 

Of a diftreſsed fu and afford 

In thy behalfe, a mothers temely word, 

So ſhalt thou wrack thy vengeance by a wile, 

And make the mother bawdto her own child. 

He pauſed not; but like a raſh proje&or 

(Whole frantick paſsion was ſupreme dirc&or) 
Fixt his firſt thoughts, impatient of the ſecond, 
Which might been bettered by advice, and reckon'd 
All timebut loſt, which he beſtowed not 
On the execution of his hopetull plot : 
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Forthwith his nimble paces hedivided 


Towards the Summer Pallace, where reſided - 


The fair Parthema's mother, boldly en ters, 
Andafter mutuall complement adventers 
To breake the Ice of his difſembled grief : 

_ Thushe OP _Y an Gs he begs les. 


LJ Madan, | 

T te Fo hajeful thriving of my | ſutt depends 
V por your goodneſs,,and it recommends 
It ſelfe unto your favour, from whoſe hand . 
It muſt have ſentence, or to fall, or fland: | 
Thrice three times huth the Soveratgn of the might, 
Repair'd her empty bornes wth borrowed light, - 
Since theſe ſad eyes, theſe beaut H-blafted eyes. 
were ſtricken by alight that did ariſe ._ 
| From your bleſt wambes whoſe anaſswaged ſmart - 

Hath piterc'd m my tule; and rounded my pooxe bear ;. 
It 55 the faire Patthenia, whoſe divine - 
And glorious vertue led thoſe eyes of mine  . 
To therr own rume 5 Like awantonfiie,  ', ©. 
1 dallied with the flame of, ber bright eyes. 
Til Tbawe burn'd my wings: Oi, to love . 
Be beld a ſin ; the guilty r abowe.... : 
(Bern fellow ſinners wit Pry. commit 
Theſe ſelfe ſame crames )' may eas'l nada it. 
O thrice divine Parthenia, that haſt got 
eA ſacred uleage which the "3 = not. 
if { ns haſt doom'd tbat 1 ſhall] e bereaven 
Of my loath'd Vaſe yes let me ae Jorgruen: .. 


oo £m 4". —_ 
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"And welcome death that with one happy blow 


Grues me more eaſe, then life could ever doe. 
Madam, to whom ſhould my ſad words appeal 

But you? Alas, to whom ſhould I wel 

My dying thoughts but unto you, that gave 

Being to her, that hath the power to ſave 

My waſted life; the language of a mother 

Moves more then teares, that trickle from another. 
with that a well diſSembled drop did ſlide 

From his falſe eyes, The Lady thus repli'd ; 


Af) honorable Lord, 
If my untimely anſwer hath prevented 


Some farther words your paſs:0n would have vented, 


Pardon my haſt, which in a rader faſhion 

Sought onely to divide you, from yonr paſsor : 
The love you beare Parthenia muſt clatme 

The priviledge of mine ear, and in hey name, 
(Though from an abſent mind, and yet unknown) 
Returne I thankes, mth intereſt of my own.. 
The little judgement, that the gods have lent 
Her downy yeeres (though in a ſmall extent) 
Does challenge the whole freedome of her choice, 
In the reſignement of a mothers voyce : 

The ſprightly fancies of a Virgins minde 

Enter themſelues, and hate to be confinde 3 

The hidden embers of a lovers fire 
Deſire n0 bellowes, but their owne deſire ; 

And like a Dedalus hrs forge, if blown, 

Burnes him and dies ; blazes, if let alone : 

Loves afje without adviſement, that 
which being moſt perſwaded to, they hate. 
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| Her gentle Reps, fully to be delighted 
m-— 


My Lord,adjourn your paſs:on, and refer 
The fortune of your ſuit to time, and her” 
Like to a Pinace 1s a lovers minde, 

The Sail his fancy 1s; a.florme of winde 
His c———— 57015 the Stear's 

His Reaſon ; Rocks and Sands, are doubts and fears : 


Your cx pt great, like a wiſe Pilot Leare 


But little 8ail, and ftoutly ply the Stear: 
Lea.e then the Taolence of your thoughts to me 


My Lord, too haſty gameſters.overſee. 


Go, move Parthemia 3, ad Juno's bleſs/ng 
Attend your hopefull ſuite,1n the ſuppreſſing 
Loves common etils ; and ifher warme deſire 
Show but a ſparke, leave me to blow the fire. 
Go, loſe n10 time : Lovers muſt be laborious ;, 
My Lord, go proſperous and returne Uttorious. 

With that, Demagoras (proſtrate on theground, 
As if his cars had heard that bleſſed ſound, 
Wherewith the Delphiaz Oracle acquites 
The accepted facrifice)pertormes the rites 
Ot quicke devotion, to that heavenly voyce, 

Which fed his foule with the'malignant joyes 
Of vow'd revenge, up from the floor he ſtarts, 
Blcſſes the tongue that bleſt him, and departs. 

By this time, had the Heaven-ſurrounding Steeds 
Quell'd their proud courage, turn'd thcir fainting 
Into the lower Hemiſphere, to cool _ (acads 
Their flaming Noſtrils in the Weſtern Poo), 


When as the dainty and mollitious Aire 


Had bid the Lady of the Palace ſhare 
In her refined pleaſures, and invited 
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In thoſe ſweet walks,where Flora's liberaH hand 
Had given more freely,then to all the Land, 
There walked ſhe; and in her various minde, 
Projects and caſts about which way to finde 
The progreſle of the young Parthera's hearr 
Likes this way : then a ſecond thought does thwart 
The firſt ; likes that way then a third the ſecond ; ie 
One while ſhe likes the match, and then ſhe reckn'd = 
Demagoras vertues : now her feare intices 
Her thoughts to alter 3 then the counts his vices : —_— 
Sometimes ſhe calls his vows and oathes to minde;; ; 
Another while, thinks oathes and words bur winde. : 
She likes, diſlikes ; her doubrfull thoughts do vary ; # 
Reſolves, and then reſolves the quite contrary : | bp 
One while ſhe feares that his malignaſpe& : 
Will give the Virgin cauſe to difaffe&: 
And then propounds to her ambitious thoughts 
His wealth, the golden cover of all faults : 
And from the Chacs of her doubt, digeſts | 
Her fears ; creates a world of wealth ; and reſts.. 
With thar, ſhe ſtraight unfixt her faſtned eyes 2 
From off the ground ; and looking up,cſpies ” 
The faire Parthertia, in a lonely bowre, 4 
Spending the treaſure of an evening hour : . 
There ſate ſhe, reading the fweer fad diſcourſes 
Of (taricle's love”, the entercourſes 
Of whoſe mixt fortunes taught her tender heart 
To f{cele the ſelfe-ſame joy, the {elfe-fame ſmart : 
She read, ſhe wept 3 and, as fhe wept,ſhe ſmil'd, © © 
As if her equall eyes had reconcil' | | 
Th'extrems of joy and grief : ſhe clos'd the Book; . 
Then open'd it, and with a mildes look, - 
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She pities lovers ; muſing then a while, 

She teaches {miles to weep; and tears to ſmile : 
At length, her broken thoughts ſhe thus diſcovers. 

Vucoſtant ſiate of poore diſtreſsed lovers | 

Is all extreame 1# love > No meaze at all > 

No dr aughts indifferent > Euher hoxy or gall 2 

Hath Cupids untverſe no temp rate Lone, 

Either atorrid, or a frozen one > 

Alas, alas, poor lovers | As ſhe fpake | 
"Thoſe words, from her diſcloſed lips there brake 
'A gentle ſigh 3 and after that another : | 
With that, ſteps-in her unexpeRed mother, 

Have ye beheld, when Tztass luſtfull head 

Hath newly div'd into the Sea-greene bed 

Ot Thetis,how the baſhfull Horizon 

(Enforc'd to ſee what ſhould be ſeen by none) 
Looks red for ſhame; and bluſhes to diſcover 

Th' inceſtuous pleaſures of the Heaven-born lover > 
So look'd Parthenra,when the ſuddain eye 

Of her unwelcome mother did deſcry 
Her ſecret paſſhon : The mothers ſmile - 
Brought forth the daughters bluſh; and level coy] 
They ſmul'd and bluſhr ; one {mile begat another , 
The daughter bluſht, becauſe the jealous mother 
Smul'd on her; andthe {tient mother ſmil'd, 
To ſce the conſcious bluſhing of her child : 
At length, growngreat with words, ſhe did awake 
Her forced filence, and ſhe thus beſpake ; 

Bluſh ;.0:, my {arreſt daughter : Tis no ſhame 

To pity lovers, or lament that flame, 
which worth and beauty kindles in the breſt : 
'T15 charity to ſucconr the dikre} 
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The diſpoſition af a generous heart | | 
owl ed eSer own ; at leaſt, bears part. 
What Marble, ah what Adamantine ear 

Ere heard the fl ames of Troy, without a tear > 
Much more the ſcorching of a lovers fire, 

(whoſe deſperate fewellis his own deſire) 

May boldly challenge every gentle heart- 

To be joyntenant tn his ſecret ſmart. 

why doſt thor bluſh > why did thoſe pearly tears 
Slide downe > Fear not : This arbour hath 30 ears 
Here's none but we 3, ſpeake then :-Itis no ſhame 
Toſhed a tear thy mother did the ſame: 
Say, hath the winged wantongwith his dart, 

Sent ere a meſsage to thy wounded heart ? 

Speake, in the name of Hymen I conjure thee 3. 
If ſo, Thave a Balſam ſhall recure thee 

1 fear, I fear the young Laconian Lord 

Hath lately left ſome 1ndigefted word: 

In thy coldſtomacke ; which, for want of art,. 

I doutt, I doutt, lies heavy at-thy heart : 

If that be all, revealing brings reliefe 5; 

Silence 1n love but multiplyes a orief 3 

H:d ſorron's-deſperate, not to be indur'd, 

which berng bat diſclos d,is eas ly card : | 
Perchance thou loviſf Demagoras, and would'ſt ſmother: 
Thy cloſe affe&on from thy angry mother, 

And reap the dainty frutts of love unſeen ; 

I did the like,or.thou hadft never been : 

Stoin goods are ſweeteſt, If it be thy minde 

To lovein ſecret; I mllbeas blind 

As be that wounded thee ;,or if thou dare 
Acquaznt thy mother, then a mothers care. 


Shall be redoubled, till thy thoughts acquire 
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The ſweet fruition of thy choice dere © 
Thou lov! Demagoras : If thy hips deny, 
Thy conſcious heart maſt grue thy bo the bye : 
And if thy liking countermand my will, 
Thy Fn” woos ſhall be to love hem bill : 
Thes love bimſtill,.and let bis hope #nhert 
The crown belonging to ſo fair ameret , 
Hes thoughts are noble,and his fame appears 
T.o ſpeake, at leaft; an age above his years : 
The blood of his Gdaewr - honor ſprings 
From the high ftacke of the Arcadian Krngs : 
| The gods have bleft him with a liberall hand, 
Enricht him with the prime of all the land : 
Honor and wealth attend his gates, and what. 
Can he command that he poſſeſſes rot > 
All which, and more, (if-mothers'can divine) 
The fortune of thy beauty hath made thine > 
He is thy Capttve, and thy conquering eyes 
Hare tcoke him priſoner ; he ſubmits, and lies 
At thy dear mercy boping ne'r to be” 
Razſom'd from deathly any price; but thee. 
Wrong not thy ſelfe, in being too too mc, 
And what(perchance)may not be proffer dtmaces,.. 
Accept at firſt : 1t is a fooliſh minde 
To be too coy : Occaſion's bald behind, 
Tis #20t the common worke of every day | 
T* afford ſuch offers ; take them nhile you may, 
Temes alter : Youth and beauty are but blaſts, 
Vſe then thy ttme,whilſt youth and beauty laſts : 
For if that loath'd and infamous reproach. 
Of a ſtale matd,bat offer to H——— | 
Vpor 0p11407, th* art in efttmation, 


Like garments kept till they be oug of faſhion: =— Thy? 


\ 


 Argolus and Portbenis  Book.1, 


| Thy worth, thy wit, thy wertues all muſt ſtand 
Like goods at out-cyies, priz'd at ſecond hand, 
Reſolve thee then, t'enlarge thy Virgin life 
with th' honorable freedome of a wife: 
And let the fruits of that bleſt m—_—_ be 
A lrving pledge betwixt my child and me 
So ſaid ; the fair Perthexta(inwhoſe heart 
Her ſtrong affections yet had got the ſtart 
Of her obedience makes a ſuddain pauſe, 
Strives with her thoughts ; objects the binding laws 
Of filiall duty to her beſt affection, 
Sometimes ſubmits unto her own ele&ion, 
Sometimes unto her mothers : Thus divided 
In her diſtratted fancy, ſometimes guided 
By one deſire,and ſometimes by another, 
She thus reply'd to her attentive mother : 
Madam, ( | 
Think not Parthenia, under a pretence 
Of falence, ftudtes diſabedrence: 
Or by the crafty ſlowneſs of reply, 
Borrows a quicke advantage to deny : 
It lyes not in your power, to command 
Beyond my will 5, unto your tender band 
1 here ſurrender up that little All 
Tou gave me, freely to chſpoſe withall : 
The gods forbid, Parthenia ſhould reſiſh _ 
what you command, command you what you hiſt : 
But pardon me, the young Laconian Lord 
Hath made afſault, but never yet could board 
This heart of mine © 1I-mept, 1 wept tndeed 
But my miſconſtrued ſtreams did ne'r proceed 
From Cupids ſpring : This blubber d book makes k; wy F 
| oſe 


> 
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whoſe griefes 7 wept 3 1 wept 104 for mine own ; 
My lowly thoughts durſt never yet aſpire 

The leaſt deqvee, #$0wards the proud deſtre 

Of ſo great honor, to be call'd his wife 

For whom ambitious Queenes have been at ſtrife ; 
He ſu'd for re Ws. aid tmportune 
My heart, more pleaſed with a meaner fortune, 
My breaſt was marble, and my heart forgot 
All pity 3 for indeed, IT lou'd him not : 

But Mailam 5 you, to whoſe more wiſe drrefitons 
I bend the flomteft of my rath affeftons, 


- Tou have commanded, and your will ſhal be 


The ſquare of my unit uen efires, and me 3 

Ie praftiſe duty, and my deed ſhall ſhow its 

Ile praftiſe love, though Cupid never know it. 
When great Baſilins (he whole princely hand 


2 Nouriſht long peace in the Arcadan land) 


With triumph; brought to his renowned Court 
His new eſpouſed 2ueene, was great refort 

Of forain States, and Princes, to behold 

The truth, that unbeleey'd report hath told 

Of fair Gynecra's worth : Thither repair'd 

The Cyprian Nobles, richly all prepar'd 

In warlicke furniture, and: well addreft, 


Z With ſolemn Jouſts to glorific the feaft * 
= Of marriage royall, lately paſtberweene 
& Th 4rcadran King, and his thrice noble Queene, 


3 The fair Gynecra, in whoſe face and breſt, 
Z Nature, and curious art had done their beſt, 
Z Toſum that rare perfe&ion, which(in briete) 


2 Tranſcends the power of a firong beliefe 5 


_— 


Reeeiv'd 


Her Syre was the Cyprian King, whoſe fame 
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Receiv'd more honor from her honor'd name, 
Then if he had, with his vi&orious hang, | 
Unſceptred halfe the Princes inthe layd : 

To tell the glory of this Royal Feaſt,” 

The Bridegrooms ſtate,and how the Bride was dreſt ; 
The princely ſervice, and the'rare delightsz — 
The ſeveral names and worth, of Lords and Knights; 
The quaint Tmpreſa's their deviſctul ſhows 3 | 
Their Martial ſports, their oftredonbled blows ; 
The courage of this Lord, or that proud horſe ; 
Who ran, whogot the better, who, the worle, 

Is not my taske, nor lies it in my way, 

To make relation of it : Heraulds may : 

Yet fame and honor haveſeleed one 

From that illuſtrious crue; and him alone 

Have recommended tomy carefull quill, 
Forbidding that his honor ſhould lye ſtill 

Among the reſt, whom fortune and his ſpirit, 
That day,had crowned with a viGor merit : 

His name was Ar galas, in Cyprus born : 

And (it what is not ours, may adorne 

Our proper fortunes)his blood royall ſprings 
From th' ancient ſtock of the great (yprian Kings : 
flis outſide had cnoughty ſatisfie 
The expecation of a curious eyc: 

Nature was too too prodigall of her beauty, 

To make him halfe {o fair, whom fame and duty _ 
He ought to honour, call'd ſo often forth 

T approve the excellence of his manly worth : 
His mind was richly furniſht with the treaſure 
Of mora!l knowledge,in ſo liberal meaſure, 
Not to be proud : So valiant and fo firong 
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Of noble courage, not todare a wrong : 
Friendly to all men, inward but with few 
Faſt to his old friends, and unapt for new : 
Lord of his. word, and mafter of his paſſion, 
Serious in buſineſle, choice in recreation : 

Not too miſtruſtfull, and yet wiſely wary 
Hard to reſolve, and then as hard to vary : | 
Andto conclude, the world could hardly finde 
So rare a body with {o rare a minde. 


(3) Thrice had the bright ſurveyor of the heaven 
Divided our the dayes and nights by even 
And equall hewers, ſince this child of fame 
(Invited by the glory of NET nates) 
Firſt view'd Parthema's face, whoſe mutuall eye 
Shot equall flames,and with the ſecret tye 
Of undiſcloſ'd afteion, joyn'd together | 
Their yeelding hearts, their loves unknown to cither: 
Both dearly lov'd ; the more they ſtrove to hide 
Their love, affe@tion they the more deſcride. 
It hes beyond the power of art toſmotber 
Afﬀetion, where one Tertue findes another, 
One was their thoughts, and their deſires one, 
And yet both lov'd;unknowne ; beloy'd, unknown : 
One was the Dart, thatat the ſelfe-ſame time | 
Was ſent: that wounded her, that wounded him : 
Both hop'd,both fear'd alike, both joy'd,both griev'ds 
Yet,where they both could helpe, was none reliev'd-; 
Two lov'd,and two beloved _ yet none 


But 
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But two in all, and yet that all bittone, 
By this time had their batten lips hettaid ©. 
T heir timerous ſiletice z now they had diſplayd' 
Love ſanguine colours, whilſt rhe winged Child 
Sate in a tree, atid Clapt his hatids ; and {mild 
To ſee the combat 6f rwo woutided friends. 
He ſtrikes and wounds hitnſelfe, while ſhe defends 
That would be wounded, for her pain procceds, 
And flows from his, and from his wound ſhe bleeds ; 
She playes at him, and aiming at his breſt, | 
Pierc'd her own heart : And when his hand addreſt. 
The blow to her fair boſom, there it found. 
His own dcar hcart, and gave that heart the wound.: 
Ar length both conquet'd, and yet both did yield, . 
Both loſt the day, and yet both wok the field : | 
And as the watfareof theit tongues did ceafe, 
Their lips gave.carneſt of a joytull peace.  - 

But O the hideous thances that attend 
A lovers progreſs, to his jourmes end | | 
How mary deſp:rate Tubs, ard dangers watt © 
Eith minute, on bis miſerable ſlate) | 
Hrs hopes do build, what ſtrarght his fears deſtroy: 
Sometrmes he ſurferts with exceſs of joy * 
Sometimes deſpairing ere tb find reliefe, 
He roares beneath the tyranny of grief 5+ 
Azd when loves current vuiis with greateſt fore, . 
Some obUidus nitſchcef fell diſturbs the courſe : 
For lo, no foonetthe difcoveted flame 
Of theſe new patted lovers did proclame. 
' Loves ſacted Jubilee ; bat the Virgins Mother: 
(The poſture of whofe vifage did diſcover 
Some ſerious matter, hatb'ting inher brefty 
Etiters the room.; Halfe angry, halfe in jeſt,, She. 


——————— 
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when as the flept darkueſs G1dimue 2 


(4) Mie exes.tolumber, ſuadry thoughts poſseft 
My troubled mud, androb de of my reſt ; * 
1 ſlept not, till, the early cugle horn £2 
Of Chanticlere had ſummor'd in the morn 
T attend the Light,and nurſe the new born Day: 
At laſt when Moxgheus, ith his leadenkey 
Had lockt my ſenſeggndnlarg'd the power | 
Of my heaten-gutged fancy, for an hour 
1ſlumbr d ;, and before my ſlumbring eyes, 
One,and the ſelfe ſame dreame preſented thrice -z 
T wak'd and being frighted at the-wiſton, | 
PercetV'd the gods had made an apparition, 
My dream was this : Me thought I ſaw-thee ſitting 
Dreſt like a princely Bride, with robes befitting - 
The ſtate of Majeſty ; thy Nymph-like hatr - 
rods arsſhevel'd, and thy brows did beare 
A Cypreſs wreath and (thrice three moneths expir d) 
Thy pregnant womb grew heavy and requir'd | 
Lucina's ard ; with that, me thought I ſaw 
A-team of barneft Peacockesfiercely draw +. 
A fiery Chariot frxombe flttzng Skies 
wherein there ſate the glorious Majeſty 
Of great Saturnia, oz whoſe trarn attended 
A hoſt of goddeſſes , Juno deſcended 
From out the flamiig Chartots and blef 
Thy painfull womb : thy mou a while 1zcreaſt, 
E 2 At 
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At length ſhe laid her gentle palms upon. 

Thy fruitfull flankezand there was born a for :.-- 

She made thee mother of a ſmiling boy, 

And after, bleſt thee with a mothers joy : 

She kiſt the Babe, whoſe fortune ſhe foretold 5 - 

For on h1s bead ſhe ſet a crown of gold, PE 

Fortbwith, as if the heavens had cloven in ſunder, » 

Me thought IT heard the horrid noyſe of thunder ;- 

The hail (iorm'd downe, and yet the skie was-cleay, 

Some hailſtones that deſcended did appear 

As Orient pearls, ſome -tthe refined gold; - 

whereat the goddeſs turn'd, and ſatd, behold, 

Great Jove hath ſent a gift ; go forth, and take't: - 

Thus hating ſpoke,ſhe Vaniſht and I wak'd> - 
 Tpak'd,zand waking trembled ;, for I knew. 

They were no idle paſſages, that grew | 

From my diftemperate thoughts : 'twas not a Vain: 

D-luſion rouing froma troubled brain: 

It.was a Uiſion,gind the-gods foreſake 

Parthenia's fortuze «: 204s cannot miſtake, 

I lik'd the dream, wherein the hea uen faretold 

Thy joyfull marriage, and the ſhower of gold 

Betokened wealth : The Infants golden Crown, 

Enſuing boner : Juno's comin. g down, 

eA ſafe delrverance, and the ſmiling Boy - 

Sum'd up the totall of a mothers joy: © 

But what the wreath of Cypreſs( that was fet - 

Vpox thy zuptiall brows )preſag'd, as yet 

The goas keep from me: if that-ſecret doe 

Portend ax euill;heaven keep it from thee tos, 

eAdvuiſe Parthenia :ſceke not to withſtand 

The plot wherein the gods Vouckſafe a hand: 


Sub- | 
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Submit thy will totherrs ; what they enjoynes 
Muſs be ; nor lies it 14 my power, or thize 

To contraditt : Endevour to fulfill 

Whatselſe muſt come to paſs againſt thy mill... 
Now by the filtal duty thou doft Lear. - 

The god's and megor if engbe elſe more dear- 

Can force oberhente 5 as thou hop'ft to ſpeed 

At the gods hands, 1h greateſt time of need 5 

By heaven, by hell, by all the powers above, 

T here co. jure Paxthenia to remove 

All fond conceits, that labox to diſjoyr 

Whas beaten hath kurt, Demagoras heart aud thize > . 
The gods are farthfull.; and therr miſgoms knav 
what's better for us.mortals, then we do : 
Doubt not (my childe) the gods can not decerve ; 
What heaten does offer, fear 1.0: to recetue 

with thankfull bands; paſs not ſoſliyhtly.over 
The dear affe1on of fo true a lover: 

Pety his flarkes, reliete his tortur'd breſt,. 
That findes abroad 0 joy, at home no reft-: 

But, like a wounded Hart before the hounds, . 
That flyes, with Cupids javeln 1nhis wounds ; 
Stzr up thy rak'd up embers of deſire, 

The gods will bring in fewel and blow the fire 5. 
Be gentle , let thy coratall ſmiles revrue 

His waſted ſpirits, that onely cares to live . 

To do thee honor : It was Cupids wil, . 
The Dart he ſextſhould onely wound, not kill 5 

' Teeld then: and let th 1ngaged gods powre downe 
Thetr proms'd bleſs:ngs on thy headzand crowne 
Thy youth mth joyes 5.and maſt thou after be-- 
As Leftin thizes as 1.am bleſt.in: thee.. - 


So 
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So ſaid, the fair Parthenia, to whoſe heart | 
Her fixt deſires had taught thfunwilling Are - 
Of diſobedience, calls her judgment in, * 
And, of two evils, determines it afin 
More vemial, by a reſolute denial, 
To prove undutiful, then be difloyal 
To him, whoſe heart a ſacred vow had-tyed 
So faſt to hers ; and(weeping)thus replied. 
"mn : pl 
The angry gods have late conſptr'd tofhow 
The an. ra enraged foulp could do, 
And hating laid aſide all mercy,ftretch 
Theiy power, to make one miſerable wretch, 
Whoſe curſt and tortur d ſoule muſt onely be 
The ſubjett of thetr wrath ; and I amſhe. 


Hard'is the caſe | my dear deſires muſt — 


My tows muſt crack ; my plighted faith be frail 5 
Or elſe affettton muſt be ſo exil'd 
. A mothers heart, that ſhe renounce ber child, 
And as ſhe ſpake that word, a flowing tide 
Of rears guſhr out, whoſe violence deny d 
Th'intended paſſage of her doubling tongue : 
She ſtopt awhile, then on the floor the flung 
Her proſtrate body, while her hands did tear 
(Not knowing what they did)her dainty hair : 
Sometimes ſhe ſtruck the ground, ſometimes herbreſts 
Began ſome words, and'thenwept our the reſt : 
| Arlaſt, her liveleſs hands did, by degrees, 
Raiſe her caſt body on her feeble knees, 
And humbly rearing her ſad eyes upon 
Her mothers frowning viſage, thus went on. 
Vpon theſe knees, theſe knees that ne'r were bent 
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To you in vain : that never did preſent | 
Their untewaried duty : never roſe 
without a mothers bleſſing ; «por: thoſe, 
por thoſe naked knees Ivecommend 
To your dear thoughts, theſe torments that attend 
Tour poor-Parthenia; whoſe unknowns diftiveſſe 
Craves rather death, then language to expreſs, 
what ſhall 1 do> Demagoras and death 
Sound both alike to theſe ſadears ; that breath 
That names the ozxe, does nomizzate- the other : 
No, no, I cannot love him, my dear mother. 
Command Parthenia zow to undergo 
what death you pleaſe, and theſe quick hands ſhall ſhow 
The ſeal of my obedtence 1 my heart : 
The gods themſelves, that have a ſecret art 
To force affeftton, cannot Violate = 
The laws of Nature, or the courſe of Fate, 
Can earth forget her burthen, and aſcend > 
Or can th aſpiring flames be taught totend 
Toth'earth > If fire deſcend, and earth aſpree, 
Earth were no longer earth, nor fires five : 
Even ſo, by natures 't1s all oxe tome, 
To love Demagoras awd avt to be : 
No, 2.0, the heauers can ds no att that's greater, 
Then(haling made ſo)to preſerve their creature : 
And think you that the r:ghteous gods wil! fill me 
with ſuch falſe yoyes ,as(df izjoy d would bil me > 
T know that they ave meresfull, what they 
Command, they grue a poner to vhty. 
The joyfull Viſion that year flumbreug eyes 


Of late bebeld, dad promiſe and compreſe 
F Frey wang hmtnan, » | 
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.T he poor Parthenia's merit 5 whom deſparre 
"Hath ſwollow'd: Your propheticke dream deſcride 
A rojall marriage ; pointed out the Bride-: 
Her ſafe deliverance 5 andher ſmiling ſon; 
. Honor and nealth-; and after all was = | | 
There wajts a Bridegroom : him, the heauens have ſea('s! 
- Within my breſt,by megto be reveal'd; 
which if your patience ſhall Louchſafe to hear, 
My lips hal recommend unto your ear, 
when as Baſtlius(may mhiſc rozall hand 
Long ſway the ſcepter of the' Arcadian land) 
From Cyprus brought his more then princely Bride, 
The fair Gynecia, (whom as Greece ai 
Anequal ; ſo the world acknowledg'd noxe 
As ber ſuperior ta perfefizon :) - 
pon this Laazes royall tratn, and flate, 
A great concourſe of Nobles did await, 
Ard Cyprian prexces, with therr princely port, . 
To ſee her crown'dtn the Arcadian Court: 
Jlluſtrious Princes were they, but as far | 
As midnight Phabe out-ſhines a tminkltas ſtar, 
So far, amongſt this rout of princes, one 
Surpaſt the reſt, 1 honor and renown:: 
whoſe perfe vertue findes more admiration 
In the Arcadian-(ourt, then imitation : 
In th'excllence of bis outward parts, and feature, 
The world concetves, the curious hand of Nature 
Out-went it ſelf; which being richly fraught 
And furnſht with tranſ non worth, is thought 
To be the choſen. fortreſs for protettion \ - 
Of all the Arts, axd ftore-hauſe of perfe&ion : 
Fhe Cyprus ſtack did ner, tall now, bring forth 
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So rare 4 Branch, whoſe underuvalu:tworth 
Brings greater glory tothe Arcadian Land, 
Then can the dull Genadions underſtand : 
Hers name ts Argalus : | 
He (Madam) was that Cypreſs wreath,that crows'd 
My nupttal brows : eAnd now the Bridegrooms* found, 
(loth'd in the myſtry of that Cypreſs wreath ; 
which, ſince the better gods have pleas'd ro breath 
Tito m:y ſoul, O may T ceaſe to be, 
If ought tut death part Argalus and me : 
Yet does my ſafe obedrence not withikand 
what you _ or what the gods command : 
For what the gods command is your deſfere 
Parthenia ſhould obey; and not reſpire 
A mY therr ſacred counſels, or withſkand 
The plot, whereta they have wvouchſafd a band : 
We muſt ſubmit our wills,t hat they enjoyn, 
Muſt keznor lies 1t 11 your power or mine, 
To croſs : we muſtendeyor to fulfill 
What elſe muſt come to paſs agatuſt our will ; 
My tows are paſt, and ſecond heavens decree, 
Nothing ſhall part my Argalus and me. 
So ſaid, th'impatient mothers'kindled eye 
(Halfe cloled with a murtherous frown)ler flic 
A ſcorching firebal,from whence was ſhed 
Some drops of choler ; ſternly ſhakes her head ; 
With trembling hands unlocks the door, and flees, 
Leaving Parthema on her aking knees : 
And as the fled, her fury thus began 
To open, Andis Argalus the mar > 
But riicre ſhe ſtops, and ſtriving to expreſs 
What rage had prompted,could do nothung lefle. 
Pp 


All 
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All you whoſe dear affe10ns have been toſt 
Ir Cupids Hazket, and unjuſtly croft 
Bywilfull Parents, whoſe extreame command 
Haue made you groan beneath their tyrannous hand , 
That take a furtous pleaſure to dtuorſe 
Tour ſouls from your beſt thoughts,(nay what 1s worſe 
Then tor:ure)/orce your fancies to reſpect, 
Aid dearly love, whum moſt you diſaffect 3 
Daw wear, and ccmfort the diftreſsed heart 
Of poor Parthenia 3 let your eyes 1mpart 
Ore drop at leaſt : and whoſo'er thou be 
That vead'(t theſe lines, may thy deſire ſee 
That like ſucceſs; f reading, thou forbear , 
To wet this very paper with a tear, 
Behold(poor oliw an howers time 
Hath pluck't her taded Roſes from their prime, . 
Who, like an unregarded ruine, les, 
With deaths untimely image in her eyes : 
She, (hc, whom hopeful thoughts had newly crownd 
With promis'd joyes, lies grov'ling on the ground ; 
Her weary hands fuſtaines her drooping head ; 
(Too ſoft a res ſo hardated) 
Her eyes {woln up,as loth to fee the light, 
Thar would diſcover fo forlorn a ſight : 
The flaxen wealth of her negle&ed hairs 
Sticke faſt to her pale checks with dried tears ; 
And at firſt bluſh, ſhe ſeems, as 1t it were | 
Some curious ſtatue on a Sepulchre: 
Sometimes hcr briny lips would whiſper thus, 
My Argalus; my deareſt Argalus : 
And then thcy clos'd again, as if the one 
Had kiſt the other, for that ſervice done, 
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In naming Aregalas : lometimes oppreſt 

With a deep fot, ſhe gave her fainting breſt 

A ſudden ſtroke ; and after that another, 

Crying, Hard fortune, O hard-hearted mother | 

And ſick with her own thoughts, her paſsion ſtrove 

Betwixt the two extremes of gricfe and love : 

The more ſhe gricv'd,the more her love abounded, 

The more ſhe lov'd,the more her heart was wounded 

Wirth deſp'rate grief: at length, the ryrannous force 

Of love and grict, fent forth this ſelf-diſcourſe. 
How art thou chang'a(Parthenia)how hath paſsron 

Put all thy thoughts and ſences out of falhion > 

Exil'd thy little judgment, and Letray'd thee 

To thi..e own ſelf'> How nothtag hath it made thee > 

How 1s thy weather-beaten foul oppreſt _. 

wh ſtorms and tempeſts blown frem the Northeaſt 

Of cold deſparre > which, long ere this, had found 

Eternal reſt ; bad been oremhelm'd and dronn'd 

In the deep gulf of all my miſertes, 

Had I mot pumpt this water frommine eyes ; 

My Argalus 5 O where, O where art thou > 

Thou little thi kt thy poor Parthenia, ow, 

Is tortur'd for thy ſake 3 alas, (dear heart). 

Thou k;,oweſt not the unſuffcrable ſmart 

1 4;.dergo for thee : thou doſt z10t keepe 

A Regiſter of thoſe ſad tears I weeps 

No, #0, thou deſt rot. | 

well, well ; from hencefomh, Fortune, do not ſpare 

To do the worſt thy atue miſchtefe dare ; 

Detiſe new torments, or repeat the old, 

Patil thou burſt, or I complain : Be told 
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As litter ; 1 diſdaine thy raze, thy power 5 
who's levePd with the earth, ea fall no lower s. 
Do ; ſpit thy Jenome forth, and temper all 

Thy ftudied aftions mth the ſpirit of gall: 

Thy pratiſ"d malice can 10 charm detiſe 

T 06 ſure for Argalus to exercife* 

H is love ſhall ſweecten death, and make a torture 
My ſportfull paſtzme, to make howers ſhorter : 

Hzs love ſhall fill my heart, aid leave z0 room 
wherein your rage may prathſe Martyrdom. 

But cre that word could uſher out another, 
The tender Virgins marble-hearted mother, 
Enters the chamber ; with a chang'd aſpect. 
Bcholds Parthezia; with a-new reſpect 
Salutes her child, and(having clos'd the door) 
Her helpful arm removes her from the floor 
Whereon ſhe lay ; and being ſer together, 
In gencle terms, the thus did commune with her : 

Perverſe Parthenia,?s thy heart ſo ſworn 

To Argalus h:s love, that it muſt ſcorn 
Demagoras ; are your ſouls co joyr d ſo cloſe, 
That my intreaty may n0t interpoſe > 

If ſo, what help? yet let a mothers care 

Be not contemn'ds that bids her child beware. 
The ſickle that's too early, cannot reap 

A fruitfull harteft 5 looke before you leap. 
Adjourn your thoughts, and make a wiſe delay, 
You cannot meaſure vertue tn a day 5 

Vertues appears but vices balke the light , 

T1s hard toread ace at the firſt ſght., 

Falſe are thoſe joyes that are not mixt mith doubt, 
Fire eaſily kindled , will not eaſply out :. 
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Dzvide that love, which thou beſtow'ſt on one, 

Twixt two; try both, then take the Leſt or none : 

| Conſult with time 5 for trme bewrayes, aiſcovers 

The faith, the love, the conſtancy of lovers. 

Afts done in haſt by leaſure are repented, 

And things, ſoon paſt, are oft too. late lamented. 

Wirh that Parthexza, rifing from her place, 

And bowing with incomparable grace, 

Made this reply : Madaze, each ſeuerall day 

Stxce firſt you gave this body berng, may 

Write a large Volum of your tender care, 

Whoſe hourly goodneſs if it ſhould compare 

with my deſerts, alas, the world would ſhow 

Too great a ſum for one poor heart to owe. 

I muſt confeſſe my heart 1s not ſo ſworn 

. To Argalus bismerit, as toſcorn 

Demagoras 3 zo yet ſo looſely trde, 

That 1 canſlip the knot, and ſo ditide 

Entire affe1on, which muſt not be ſever d, 

Nor ever can be(but in Vain)endevor'd, 

My heart is one, and by one power guided: 

One 1s no number. cannot be druided : 

Azd Cupids learned Schoolemen have reſalv'd. 

That love divided is but love diſſolV'd : 

But yet, what plighted faith and honor may 

' Not 320m undo, your counſell ſhall delay, 

Madam, Parthenia's hand is z0t ſo greed), 

To reap ker corn,before her corn be ready: 

Her unadiſed ſickle ſhall not thruft 

1ntober hopefull Harveſt, ere needs muſt : * 
To yours, Parth enia ſhall ſubmit her skill, 

_ Whoſe ſeafon ſhall be ſeaſor'd by your mil : 

gr - 
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Her time of harveſt ſhall admit\go meaſure 
But onely what's proporttoned Ly your pleaſure, 
So ended ſhe 3 but till that darkneſle got 
The maſtry of the light, they parted not : 
The mother pleads tor the Laconiarn Lord ; 
The daughter (whoſe imparience had abhorr'd 
His very name, had not her mother ſpok'r ) 
She pleads her vow, which cannot be revok'r : 
Yet {till the mother pleads, and does omit 
No way untry'dzthat a hard-hearted wit 
Knows to deviſc ; per{wades, allures, intreats, 
Mingles her words with {mils,with rears,w* ' threats; 
Commands, conjures, tries one way,trics another, 
Does th'utmoſt that a marble breſted mother 
Can dog and yet the more ſhe did apply, 
The more ſhe taught Parthez1a to deny ; 
The more ſhedid aſſault, the more contend ; 
The more ſhe taught the Virgin to defend : 
At laſt, deſpairing(for her words did finde 
More hopes to move a mountain,then hermindc) 
She ſpake no miore ; but from her chatr ſhe ſtarted, 
And ſpit theſe words, Go peewfh Grrl, and parted: 
Away ſheflings, and finding no ſucceſs | 
In her loſt words, her fury did addreſs 
Her raging thoughts to a new ſtudied plot ; 
 Acions muſt now enforce,what words could not. 
Treaſon 1s in her thonghts 5 her furious breath 
Can whiſper now no language, under death ; 
Poor Argalus muſt die, and his remove 
Muſt make the paſſage to Demagoras love : 
And till that bar be broken, or put by, 
No hope to ſpecd ; poor Argalus mult die. 
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(5) Demagoras is call'd to counſell now, 
Conſults, Conſents 3and after mutuall vow, 
Reſolving on the a&, they both conſpire 
Which way to execute their cloſe defire ; 
Drawing his keene Steeleto from his ſide, 
Madam(taid he ) his med:crne well apph'd 
To Argalus his boſome, will grve reſt 
To bim, and me ;, the ſuddatn way 1s beſt. 

My Lord;your trembling hand(1aid ſhe) may miſs 
The mark, ad then your ſelf tn danger 1s 
Of out-cry 5 or perchance his own reſiſtance * 
Attempts are dangerous, at ſo ſmall diftance : 

* A Drug's the better weapon, which does breath 
Deaths ſecret errand, carries ſuddain death 

Clos'd ap in ſweetneſs : Come, a Drug ſtrikes ſure, 
And workes our ends, and yet we fdeepe ſecures, 
My Lordyvethink no other ſet your veſt 

V por theſe Cards 3 the ſureſt way is beſt : 

Leave me to manage our fucceſ S ful plot 5 

And if theſe ſtudious brows contrrue 1t 10s 

Too ſure for art of Magick to prevents 

Ne's truft a womans wit when fully bent 

Totake revenge : Be gone, my Lord, Repoſe - 

The truſt in me : Only be wiſe, be cloſe. 

That night, when as the univerſall thade. 
Of the unſpangled Heaven, 8 earth had made- 
An utter darknefs ; (darknefle apt to further 
"The horrid enterprife of rapes, and myriher } 
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- She, ſhe, that now lacks nothing ro procure 
A ful revenge, ſhe calls Athleza to her, 
(Partheria's handmaid)whom ſhe thus beſpake 
Arthlcia, dare thy private thoughts partake 
With mine 2 Canſt thou beſecret > Has thy heart 
A lock,that nove canpick by theewzſh art, 
Or breake byforce > tell me, canſt thou dgeſt 
A ſecret, truſted to thy faithful treft ? 
Madam, ({aid ſhe) Let me be never trae 
To my own thoughts, if ever falſe to you : 
Speake what you pleaſe 3 Arhleia ſhall conceal, 
Torments may make me roar, but ne'r reveal. 
Repli'd the Lady then : Arhleia kows 
How much, how much my dear affefttons ows 
Parthenia's heart, whoſe welfarre is the crown 
Of all my joyes, which now 1s overthrown 
And deeply Luried in forgotten duſt, 
If thou betray the ſecret of my truſt ; 
It keth 1z thy power to remove 
Approching evils : Parthenia zs 72 love : 
Her waſted ſpirits languiſh in her treſt, 
And nought, but look'd for death, can gue her veſt , 
Tis Argalus ſhe loves ; who with d1ſdain 
Requites ber love, not loving her agaty ; 
He ſlights her tears the more that he negl efts 3 
The more entirely ſhe(poor ſoulJaffeRts : 
She groanes beneath the burthen of deſpair, 
And mith her ſighes he cloyes the idle arr : 
Thou art acquaznted with ber private fears, 
And you, ſo oft exchanging tongues and tears, 
Muſt know too much,for one poor heart t' endure 5 
But deſperate's the wound admits no cure : 
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It lies 17 thee to help : Athleias ſay, 
wilt thow aſſiſt me, if 1 find the way > 
Madam, my forced 1guorance ſhall be 

Sufficient earneſt for my ſecrecy ; 

Your lips have atter'd nothin g that 1s new 

To Athleia's ears ; alas, it 1s too true : 

Long, long ere this,your ſervant hath reveal'd 
The ſame to you had not theſe lips been ſeal 'd: 
But if my beſt indeauours may extend 
Tobring my Ladies ſorrowes to an end, 

Let all th'enraged Deities allot 

70 me worſe torment, if I do it not : 

vHy life's too poor to ha zard for ber eaſe ; 
Madam, Ile do't, Command me what you pleaſe, 
So ſaid, the treacherous Lady ſtept aiide, 
Into her ſerious cloſet z and appli'd 
Her haſty,and perfidious hands, to frame 
This forged Letter, in Parthenzaes name; 


CO CET 


To her faithfull Argalas. 


Lthough the malice of a mother 
Does yet enforce my tongue to ſmather 
what my deſire 18 ſhould flame 3 | 
Yet Parthenia's the ſame, 


Athough my fire he hid a while, 

Tis but fireſtak'd with oyle : 

Before ſeven Suns ſhall riſe and fall, 
It ſhall burn, and blaze withall. 


what I ſend thee, drink with ſpeed, 
| Elſelet my Argalus take heed; 
Z a: G p 


Vuleſſe © | 
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Vualeſſe thy providence withſtand, 
There is treaſon neer at hand : 
Drink 8s thou lov'ſt me, and'it ſhall ſecure thee 
From future dangersg0r from paſt, recure thee, 
| Thy conſtant Parthezta. 

This done, and ſcal'd,ſhe op'd her private door, 
Call'd in Athlera, and ſaid, For every fore 
The gods protide a fake ; force muſt prevatle 
where ſighes and teares, and deep entreaties fail, 


(6) Forthwith, from out her Cabiner ſhe took. 
A little glaſs, and {aid, Arbleia, lock, 
within theſe ſender walls, theſe glaz2d lifts, 
Parthenia's happrneſſe, and life confifts, 
I is Nepenthe ; which the faflroas gods 


Do uſe to arti, when ere they be at ods 1 


Whoſe ſecret ertue( fo tnfus d by Jove) 

Dues turn deep hatred 1nto deareſt love 

It makes the proudeſt lover whize and Laul, 

Ard ſuch to dete, as never lov'd at all : 

Here,take this glaſſe, and recommend the ſame 

To Argalus 7x his Parthenia's zame, 

And to his hand, to his ownhand commit. 

Thas letter ; betweene Avgalus and it 

Let ;:0 eze come 3 Be ſure thy ſpeed prevent 

The riſing Sun; and ſo heavens crown thevent. 
By this, the feather'd. Belmay of the night 

Sent forth his midnight ſut1mons, to invite 

All eyes to ſlumber ; when they both addreft 

Their thoughtfull mindes, to take a doubtfull xcſt. 
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O heavens | and you, O you celeſitall powers, 
That never ſlumber, bat tmploy all howers 
In mans protefion ſtill preſ: _— keeping 
Our ſouls from obvious aangers, waking, fleepinz, 
O, can your all-diſcerning eyes Lehold 
Such impious afiions proſper uncontroÞd? 
O can your hearts, O your tender bearts tndure 
To ſee your ſervant (that row ſleeps ſecure, 
Vnarm d,unwarn'd, and halung no defence, 
But your proteRion,and his iniucence ) 
Betray'd and murther'd, drawing at one breath 
His own prepar'd deferuBton, his own death > 
And mill ye ſuffer't > hexthat is the crown 
Of prized vertue, honor aud yenown x 
The flower of Arts the Cyprian ung ftory : 
Arcadia's Garland, and great Greeces glery 
The Earths new wonder, and the worlds example 
Muſt die betray'd ; treaſo: and death muſt trample 
Vpon his life ;, an, 77: the duſt muſt lie 
As much admir'd perfeftion, as can die. 
Noe, Argalus, the coward hand of death 
Durſt ze'r aſſault thee, if net underneath 
The maske of love : thou art above the reach 
Of open wrongs ; mays force could ne'r make breach 
Into thy life : 10, Death could ze're ujicaſe 
Thy ſoul, had ſhe appeared face to face. 
Dream,Argalus,and let thy thoughts be troubled 
with murthers,treaſon, let thy dreams be doutled : 
And what thy frighted fancy ſhall percite, 
Be wiſely ſuperſtittous, and teleeve. "Y 
O,that my ha could wake thee now, and ſever - » 
Thoſe eye-lids, that ere long muſt ſleep for ever : 
G 2 
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wake now or never Argalus, and withſtand 
Thy danger : Wake, the murthereſs1s at hand : 
Parthenia, 0 Parthenia, who ſhall weep 

Thy world of tears ;,C anſt thou, O canſt thouſleep > 
wil thy dull geraus giie theerleave to ſlumber > 
Dces nothing trouble thee > no dream tncumber 
Thy fricbted thoughts,and Argalus ſo near 
His lateſt hower > Not one dreaming tear ? 
Sleep 0: and when thy flattering ſlumber's paſt, 
Perchance, thize eyes will learn to weep as faſt * 
His death is plotted ;, and this moring bght 
Auſt ſend him down, 1m eternall night : 

Nay what 1s worſe then worſt 5, his dying breath 
will cenſure thee, as Agent 13 his death. 

By this, the broad tac'd 9wirifter of night 
Surceas'd her ſcreeching not. , and took her flight 
To the next netghboring Ivy : Birds and beaſts 
Forſake-the warm protc&ions of their neaſts, 
And nightly dens, whilſt darkneſs did diſplay. 
Her ſable curtains to let in the day ; | 
When ſad Athle/a's dream had unbenighted 
Her ſlumbring eyes,her bufie thoughts were frighteds. 
She roſc, and trembled ; and being halfe diſtraught 
With herprophetick fears, ſhe thus bethought. 

What ails the gad's-thas to diſturb my veſt, 

Aud make ſuch earthquakes in my troubled treſt > 
Nothing but death, and murthers > Graves and Bells, 
Prightning my fancy, with their howerly knells > 
Twas nothing but a dream 3and dreams they ſay, 

E xpound themſelues the clean contrary. way : 

The riddle's read andnow I underſtand 

My dreams 4ntents :.Some marriage is.at hand : 


Boak, 1; Argalus and Parthenis, 


45 


For death tnterpreted 1s nothing elſe 

But marriage 3 aud the melancholy Bells 

Is mirth and muſicke : By the grave, ts read 
The joyful, joyful, joyful marriage bed : 

F, it 1s plain © and now, me thinkes 'twas I 
That my propheticke dream foretold ſhould dye. 
If this be death, Death exerciſe thy power, 
And let Arhleia ate within this hour : 

Do, dothy worſt, Athleia's faithful breath: 
Shall pray for nothing more then ſudden death. 
But ſtay, Athleia, the too forward day 

Begins to gild the Eaſt ; away, away. 

So having ſaid, the nimble fingered Laſs 
Took the forg'd letter, and the amorous glaſle : 
And to her early progreſs ſhe applies her : 
Departs, and towards Argalus ihe hies her 5. 
But every ſtep ſhe tooke,her mind enforc'd 


New thoughts,and with her ſelf ſhe thus diſcours'd: 


How frail s the nature of a womans Will | 
How croſs \ The thing that's moſt forbidden, tl 
They more deſire ; and leaſt inclindsto do 
what they are moſt of all. perſmaded tot: 

Had not(alas)my Lady bound theſe hands, 
Athlcia ze'r hadſtruzled with her bands : 

I muſt z0t taſte it | Had ſhe not enjoyn'd 

My lips from taſting it, Athleia's minde 

Had never thought on't 5. now me thinks I long ;, 
Deſtresgf once confin'd, become too ftrong = 
| For womans conquer'd reaſon.to reſift : 

* A womans reafon's meaſur*d by her liſt, 

1 long to taffe 5 yet was there nothing did- 
Move my deſire,but that Lwas forbid... 


(7) With, 


A eee ren ee eee treaty er ene ooo thn wo 
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G) With that,ſhe ſtaid her weary ſteps,and hated 
Tunty the glaſs ; lift up her arm, and taſted : 
That done(and having now attain'd,almoſt, 

Her journeys end)the little time ſhe loſt, 

New ſpeed regains : The nimble ground ſhe traces 
With double haſte,and quick redoubled paces, 
All on a ſuddain ſhe agen to faint : 

Her bowels gripe, her breath begins to taint : 
Her bliſte red tongue grows hot, her liver glows : 
Her veines do boy], her colour comes and goes, 
She ſtaggers, falls, and on the ground ſhe lics : 
Swells Tſe a bladder,roars,and burſts, and dics. 

Thus from her ruine Argalas derives 
His longer life, and by her death he lives 
Live Argalas, and let the gods allot 
Such morning draughts,to thoſe that love thee not : 
Live longand fer the righteous powers above, 
That have preſerv'd thee for Partherza's love, 
Crown all thy hopes, and fortunes, with event 
Too ſure, for ſecond treaſons to prevent. 

By this time, did the laviſh breath .of Fame 
Give language to her Trumpet, and proclame 
Athleia's death ; the current of which news 
Truths warrant hath forbidden to abuſe 
Deceived ears : which when the Lady heard, 
Whoſe treacherous heart was greedily prepar'd 
To entertain a murrther, ſhe aroſe "I 
And with rude violence deſperately throws 
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Her trembling body on the naked floor, 

But what ſhe ſaid, and did, I will deplore, 
Not utter ; but with forced ſilence ſmother, 
Becauſe ſhe was the fair Partherug's mother: 
May it ſuffice, that the extreams of ſhame, 
And unreſiſted ſorrow overcame | 
Her diſappointed malice, lefs lamenting: 

The trea{on, then ſucceſs ; and more repenting 
Of what ſhe fail'd to do, then what ſhe did, 
Her ſullen ſoul deſpairs ; her rhoughts forbid 
What reaſon wants the power to perſwade3 
And egriefs being grown too deepe or her to wade, 
She finks ; and with a hollow ſigh, ſhe cried, 
wellcome thou eaſer of all ex4lls, and died. 

Now tongues begins to walke; and every car 
Hath got rhe Saturyaſis to hear | 
This tragick Scene : the breath of. Fame grows bold, 
Fears not repulſe,and ſcorns to becontrol'd : 
Whilſ loud report, (whoſe tender lips, before 
Durſt onely —_— begins to roar ; 

The letter found in dead Ath/erg's breſt 
Bewray'd the plot,and what (before) was gueſt, 
Is now confirm'd and clear'd : for all men knew 


Whoſe hand it was, and whence the malice grew.” 


But have we loft Parthenia 5 1z what Iſle 
Of endlefs ſorrow lurks ſhe all this while > 
Sweet Reader urge me at to tell for fear 
Thy heart y olue, and melt into a tear : 
Excuſe my ſulence : if my lines ſhould ſpeake, 
Such marble hearts,as could not melt,would breake.. 
No, leave her to her ſelfe 5 it is not fit 

Townte, what being read, you'd wiſh unwrit : 
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T leave this taske to thoſe, that take delight, 

To ſee poor Ladtes tortur'din deſptght 

Of all remorſe ; whoſe hearts are i111 at ſtrefe 

To patnt atorment tothe very life, 

I leawe that taske to ſuch, as have the pow'r 

To weep, and ſmile agne within an hour : © 

To thoſe whoſe flinty hearts are more contented 
Tolim a grief then pity the tormented: 

Let it ſafficesthat had not heaven protefied 

Her Argalus, the joy whereof correfied 

That furious grief, which paſſion recommended 

To ber ſad thoughts, her ſtory bere had ended, | 
When rime(the enemy of FameJhad clos'd . 
Her babling lips, and gently had compos'd 
Parthenraes forrows, railing from the ground 
Her body ſpent with gricf,and almoſt drown'd 
In her own tears ; along expected Scean 

Of better fortune enters in,to drean 

Her mariſh eyes ; her ſtorm night of tears 
Being paſt,a welcome day of joy appears. 

The rock's remov'd,and loves —_ Ocean now 
Gives room enough ; looks with a milder brow. 
Reader,forget thy ſorrows; Let thine car 
Welcome the tidings thou ſo long'ſt to hear, 
A lovers dict's ſweet commixt with ſowre 
His hell and heaven oft times divides an houre. 


(8) Now Argalas can find a fair acceſs 
To his Parthenia : Now, tcars nothing lefle Re | 
| ; en 
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Then ears and eyes; and now Partherraes heart 

Can give her tongue the freedom to impart 

His louder welcom, whilſt her greedy cye 

Can look her fill, and fear no ſtander by : 

She's not Partherza, he not preſent with her ; 

And he not Argalus, if not together : (chats 
Their cheeks are fill'd with ſmiles;their tongues with 
Now this they make their ſubje& : and now, that : - 
One while they laugh; and laughing, wrangle too, 
And jar, as jealous lovers uſe to do: - 

And then a kiſle muſt make them friends again : 
Faith, one's toolittle ; Lovers muſt have twain : 

Two brings in ten, ten multiplies to twenty :; 

That,to a hundred : then becauſe the plenty 
Grows troubleſome to count, and does incumber 
Their lips, their lips gave kiſſes without number ; 
Their thoughts run backe to former times : they told 
Of all loves paſſages they had of old : 


- Ofthis thing done, the time, the place and why ; 


The manner how, and who were preſent by : 

The mothers craft, her undeceiv'd ſuſpition : 

Her bated words her marble diſpoſition : 

His pining thoughts, and her projeCting fears : 

His foliloquies, and her ſecret tears : | W 
Where firſt they met ; th'occaſion of their meeting : 
Their complement, the manner of their greeting : 
His danger ; his deliverance ; and the reaſon 

That firſt induc't the Agents to the treaſon. 

Thus by the priviledge of time and leiſure -. 

Their {ſweet diſcourſes(crown'd with mutual pleaſure 
Commixt with grief)they equall with the lighr, : 
And after, grumble at the envious night, 

H Whuch 
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Which bid them part too {oon : what day demi'd 
In words, in thoughts the tedious night ſuppli'd, 
Which blam'd the Fates for doing Lovers wrong, 
To make the day fo ſhort, the night ſo long. 

But now the little winged god repented 
That he had laught ſo much; his heart relented ; 
His very ſoul grew fad ; his blinded eye 
Began to weep at his own tyranny : 
Lamentsthcir ſorrows : findes a fecret way 
| To make the night as pleafing as the day : 
Calls Hymez in, and in his car diſcovers 
The lingring torments of theſe wounded lovers: 
Gives hima charge, no longer to defer, 
Teengrofs their names within his Regiſter, 
And now Parthez1aes harveſt draweth near : 


(The dearly purchas'd price of many tear ) 
Her joy ſhall reap, what a world of grieftc hath ſown: 
The time's appointed,and the day's fet downe, | 
Wherein ſweet Hymer, with his Nuptiall bands, 
Shall joyn together their eſpouſed hands. 

Here ſtop my mute : retre thy feH and ſtay, 
To gather breath againe the Marriage day. 


Readers, the joyfull Bride ſalutes ye all : 

In her behalfe, if any have let fall 

A tender tear, #0 thoſe ſhe makes requeſt 

That they'l bepleas'dto grace ber marriage feaſt. 


Argalus 
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Ail, gentle P:nace ; Now the heavens are clear, 
The winds blow fair : Behold the harbor's near, 

Tridented Neprure hath forgot to frown. 

The rockes are paſt : the ftorm is over-blowh, 

Up weather-beaten voyagers and rouze ye, 
Forfake your loathed Cabtzs; up and rouze ye 
Vpon the open decks, and ſmell the land : 

Chear up; the welcome ſhorcis nigh at hand: 

Sail, gentle Pezace, with a proſperous gale, 

To th'lle of peace : Sail, gentle P:zace, fail : 

Fortune condud thee ; let thy keel divide 

The ſilver ſtreams, that thou maiſt ſafely ſlide 

Into the boſom of thy quiet Key, 

And quit thee fairly of th'injurious Sea. 

Great Sea-born Queene, thy lerthright gzves thee power 

T aſsift poor ſupphants,grant one happy hower : 

O, let theſe wounded Lovers be poſſeſt 

At length,of their ſo long deſired reſt, 

ow,now the royfull marriage day draws on: 
The Bride js bufie, and the Br:degroon?s gone 
To call his fellowPrinces to the feaſt : 
The Garlazd's made : the bridal Chamber's dreſt : 

Do H 2 The 
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The maſes have conſulted with the Graces, 
To crown the day,and honor their imbraces 
With ſhadow'd Epithalms : their warbling tongues 
Are pertc&in their new made Lyrick ſongs : bY 
Hymen begins to grumble at delay, 
And Bacchus laughs to think upon the dayz 
Thevirgin tapers,and what other rights 
Do appertain to Nuptzall delights. 
Areall prepar'd, whereby may be expreſt 
The joytull triumph of this marriage feaſt. - 
Bur ſtay ! who lends me now an Tron pen, 
T'engrave within the marble hearts of men 
A tragicke ſcean : which whoſo'er ſhall read, 
His eyes may ſpare to weep, and learn to bleed 
Carnatian tears : if tume ſhall not allow 
His death prevented cyes to weep cnow,, 
Then let his dying language recommend 
Whar's left to his poſterity to end, 

Thou ſaddeſt of all Muſes, come, afford 
Thy ftudious help, that each confounding word. 
Hay rent a heari(at leaſt,) that every Ine 
May pickle up a Kin gdome 18 the brine 
Of her own tears :O teach me how 't extra 
The ſpirit of ertefe, whoſe Tertue may diftraft 
Thiſe treſts, which ſorrow knows nt bow to kill, 
Inſpire, O inſpire my melung quill ; 
And like ſad Niobe, let every one 
That canuot mel: be turn'd into a ſtone : 
Teach me to paint an oft-repeated ſigh 
So to the bfe;that whoſo'er be mgh, 
May hear it breath, and learn to do the like 
By imzetation4till true paſizon firike 
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Their Leeding bearts : Let ſuch as ſhall rehearſe 

This ſtory, houl like Iriſh at a herſe. 

Th'cvent ſtill crowns thead : Let no man ſay, 
Before the evening's.come, 'tis a fair day : 

For when the Kalends of this bridal feaſt 
Were entred in,and every longing breſt 
Waxt great with expeQation, and all eyes 
(Prepar'd tor entertaining novelties) 
Were grown impatient now, to be {uffic'd ' 
With that, which Art and Hoxor had devis'd 
T adorn the times withal, and to diſplay 
Their bounty,and the glory of that day, 
The rare Parthena, taking {weet ——_— 
To bleſs her buſie thoughts, with contemplation 
Of abſent Argalus, whole too long ſtay 
Made minutes ſeem as days,and every day 
A mecaſur'd age ; into her ſecret bower 
Betooke her weary ſteps, where every hower 
Her greedy ears expe to hear the ſum | 
Of all her hopes, that Argalas is come. 
She hopes,ſhe fears at once ; and ſtill ſhe muſes 


What makes him ſtay fo long 4 ſhe chides, excuſes  - 


She queſtions,anſwers, and ſhe makes reply, 
And talks,as if her Argalus were by : 

why com'(t thou wot > Can Argalus forget 

Hers languiſhing Parthenia > What not yet > | 
But as he {pake that word, ſhe heard a noiſe, 
Which ſeem'd as if it were the whiſpering voice 
Of cloſe conſpiracy : ſhe began to-fear 

She knew not what, till her deceived car 
(Inftructed by her hopes) had ſingled out 
The voyce of Argalus from all the rout 3: .. 


Whoſe 


- 
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Whoſe ſteps(as ſhe ſuppoſed )did prepare, 
By ſtealth to ſeize upon her unaware : 
She gave advantage ta the thriving plot, 
Hearing the noyſe;as:if ſhe heard.1t not: | 
Like as young: Doves, (which.ne'r had yettorſaken 
The warm protedtion of their neſt, or taken 
Upon themlſelves,a ſelf-providing care, 
To ſhift for food, but with parernall fare . 
Grow fat and'plump ):think every noyſe they hear, 
Their full-cropt parentsare at hand to chear 
Their craving ſtomackes 3 whilſt th'1impatient fiſt 
Of the falſe Cater, rifling where it liſt, 
In every hole, ſurpriſes them,and ſheds 
Their guiltleſſe blood, and parts their gaſping heads 
From their vain ſtrugling bodies 5 ſo, even ſo, 
Our poor deceiv'd Partherra, (that did ow 
Too much to her own hopes)the whilſt her eyes 
Were ſect to welcom the unvalu'd prize 
Ot all her joyes, her deareft eArgalus, 
Stept in Demagoras, and ſalutes her thus : 
Baſe trull, Demagoras comes to let thee ſee, 

How much-he ſcorns thy patnted face, and thee © 
Foul Sorcereſs'! could thy proſperous afttons think 
To ſcape revenge, becauſe the gods did wink 
At thy deſignes > think ft thou thy mothers blood 
Cryes in a language, not tobe underſtaod? 
Haadlft thou 20 cloſer firatagem, to furtber 
Thy pamper d luſt, but by he ſauage marther . 
Of thine own aged parent, whoſe ſad deatb 
Muſt give a freedom tothe whiſp ring breatb- 
Of thy 2350y'd Adulterer? mhottbey ſay) 

will cloak thy whoredome math a marniage day : 


Ag 
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Nay ftruggle wt, here's none that can reprieve 
Such pounded beaffs : It is 13 Uainytoſtrrue, 
Or roar for help 5 Why deft n0t rathey weep 
That Imay laugh | —_— if thou wilt creep 
Vpon thy warton.belly, and confeſs 
 Thyſelf a true rtpentant Muztherefs, 
My ſinfull Page may play the foolpand gathey 
Thy early fruit 1nto his-barn, and father 
The new-got Cyprian boſtard, rf that be 
Be half ſo wi{e,that got tt, but 40 flee. E 
| Hah |. diſt thou weep, or do falſe miſts but macke 
Abuſed eyes >from ſo obdure a vocke - 
Can water flow 8 weeping will make thee fair; 
weep till thy marriage day ? that who vepary 
To-grace thy feaſt,may fall « meeptng too, | 
And, 1n a mirrer, ſee what 1eavs caindo, 
Vile (trumpet \ 4zd thy flattersng thoughts ere wrong 
Thy judamest ſo , to thenk, Demagoras tongue 
Could ſo defile his honor , as to ſue | 
For ſerious love? ſo baſe a thing 45 you 
(4 thinks)ſhould rather fixe your wanton eyes 
. Ppon ſome eaſie groomgthat hopes to riſe 
Into his Maſters favor, for your ſake : 
1, this had been preferment, like to make 
4 hopeful fortune : thou preſuanptuovs traſh 
what mas my courtſhip, but the netoutes daſh: 
Of youthfull paſſion, to allay the duſt 
Of my deſires, and exuberons luſt > - 
 1ſcorn thee to. the ſoule,, and here I fland 
Bound for revenge,whereto-T ſet my baud. 
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_—__ that he grip'd her rudely by the fair - 
And bounteous treaſure of her Nymph-like hair : 
| And, by it, drag'd her on the duſty floore : 

He ſtopt her mouth, for fear ſhe ſhould implore 
An aid from Heaven : ſhe ſwouning in the place, 
His ſalvage hands beſmear'd her liveleſs face 
With horrid poyſon, thinking ſhe was dead, -_. 
He left her breathleſle, and away he fled; 

Come, come ye Furtes, your mal:gnant ſpirits, 
Infernall Harpies,or what elſe 1nberits 

The land of darkneſſe ; you that ſiull converſe 
With damned ſouls ; you, you that can rehearſe 
The horrid fatts of uillains,and cantell 
How every hell-hor d looks,that roars #3 hell, 
Survey = all 5 and, then, inform my pen, 
To draw 1n one, the monſter of all men: 
Teach me to lim a villain, ard to paint, 

With dexterous art, the baſeſt Sycophant 

That ere the mouth of 1mſolent diſdain 
Vouchſaf'd to ſpit upon : the putred blain 

Of all diſeaſed humors, fit for noze 

But dogs to hft ther haſty legs upon : 

So clear mens eyes, that ohoſo'er ſhall ſee 

The type of baſeneſs,may cry, This is he : 

Let his reproach be a perpetuall blot | 

In honors booke : Let his yemembrance rot 

In all good minds: Let none but villains call 
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To fright thety bauling baſtards : Let no ſpell 
Be found more potent, to prevaile in hell, 
Then the nine Letters of bis charm-like name : 
Which, let our baſhfull Chris-creſs-row diſclaim 
To the worlds endy0t worthy to be ſet 
In any but the Jewiſh Alptaber. 
But hark ! am I dece1v'd : or do] hear 
The voice of Arglus ſounding in mine ear > 
He calls Partherra : no, that tongue can be 
No counterfeit : He's come : 'tis he, 'tis he. 
Welcome too late, that art now come too ſoon : 
Hadfſt thou been here, this deed had ne'er been done. 
Alas! when lovers linger, and out-go : 
Their promis'd date, they know not what they doc: 
Men fonldly ſay, that women are too fond 
At parting ; to require ſo ſtridt a bond 
For quick return : Poor ſouls! 'tis they endure 
Oft times the danger of the forfciture : 
I blame them not : for miſchief ſtill attends 
Upon the too long abſence of true friends. 
Well, Argalus 1s come, and {eeks about 
In every room to finde Parthenta out : 
He askes,inquires, but all lips are ſparing 
To be the authors of ill news,not daring 
To ſpeake the truth : they all amazed ſtand: 
And now my Lord's asfearfull to demand : 
ares not enquire her health, leſt his ſad car 
Should hear Beck words, as he's afraid to hcar : 
All lips are bolted with a linnen bar, 
And every eye does,like a blazing ſtar, | 
Portend {ome evil”; no language findes a leak 2 .. 


The leſſe they ſpeake, the more he fears to ſpeak. 
I Faces 
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Faccs grow ſad,and every private car 
Is turn'd a Cloſet for the whiſperer-: 
He walks the room ; and like an unknown ſtranger, 
They eye him : from cach eye, he. pickes a danger, 
Ar laſt his lips not daring to importune 
What none dare tel] him, unexpected Fortune 
Leads his raſhſteps into a darkned room, - 
A place more blacke then night : no ſooner come, 
Bur he was welcom'd with a ſight, as decp 
Asa ſpent heart can give: he heard one weep, 
And by the noiſc of groanes and ſobs, was led 
(Having no other guide)to the ſad bed. 

Who 7s t({aid he)that calls untimely xaght 
To hide thoſe oriefs that thus at jure the light > 
With that.as if her hearthad rent in two, 
She paſt a ſigh,and ſaid, 0 aste zot who, 
Vrge not my tergue to make a for cd reply \ 
To your demand : Alas ! it is not I, 

Not I ({aid he > ) what language do 1 heave > 
Darkneſſe may ſtop my. eyes, but x6t mine ears : 
Tt 1s my dear Parthenia's verce, ab me | 
eAnd can Parthenia,not Parthenia be > 
What means theſe words,(Alas it is not I!). 
what ſuddain ill hath taught thee to deny 
Thy ſelf | or what can Argalus shez claim, 
If bis Parthenia be wot > ſame 
She was > Alas, it ſeems to me allowe | 
Toſ, Vo Thou art uot heys,that's wot ber ows : 
Car: bills forget the pend'rous bulk, and fly 
Like wandring Atomes, in the empty Sky > 
Or can the heavens(grows tdleYuot fulfill 
Their certaine reueluttons, but ftand ſill, 
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And leave their conſtant motions for the wind 
tuberit> (an Parthenia change her mnde > 


Heav'n ſooner-ſhall tand ſtill,and earth remeve, 


Ere my Parthenia falſifie her love : | 
FVufold thy riddle then 5 and tell me, wh 
Thoſe lips ſhould ſay, ( Alas! it 1s not 4 ) 
þ Whereto ſhe thus repli'd 2-0 do zot thou 
So wrong thy noble thoughrs,as once't allow, 
That curſed name a room withiss thy breſt, 
Let not ſo foul a prodigy be bleſs 
With thy loſt breath : Let #t be held a ſin, 
Too great for pardon, ere to name't agen: 
Let d:rkneſſe hide it in eternal mght: 
May it be clad with horroar to afſright 
A deſp'rate conſcience : He that knows not how 
To mouth a curſe, O let him prathiſe now 
Vpon this name : Let him that would contraft 
The body of all miſchtefe, or extraft 
The qunt (ſence of a ſorrow, onely claims 
A ſecret previledge te uſe that name : 
Far be it from thy language, to commit 
So foul a ſin, as once to mention it : 
Live happy Arg'lus ; do pot thou partake 
In theſe my miſertes: O forbear to make 
My burden greater, by thy tender ſorrow : 
Alas,my heart is ſtrongand needs not borrow 
Thy needleſs help : O be thou not ſo cruell, 
To feed my flaming fires wth thy fewel < 


1hy doſt thou gh - O wherefore ſhould thy heart 


Vſurp myſtage,and aft Parthenia's part > 
It is my proper taske : what, doft 1hou mean, 
Without.my licence, to intrude my Scene > 

4 2 
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Alas) thy ſorrows eaſe not my diſtreſs ;, 
God knows, I'weep not one poor tear the leſſe : 
Ay patent's ſign'd and paſt,whereby appeans 
That T have got theMonopoly of tears. 
 Inmelet each mans torment finde an end : 

IT am that Sea, to which all Ryers tend: 
Let all ſpent mourners, that can weep no more, 
Take tears 03 truſt, and ſet them on my ſcore. 
And as ſhe ſpake that word, his-heart not able 
To bear a language ſo unſufferable, ; 
But being {woln {o big,muſt either breake;, 
Or vent his conquer'd reaſ{on.grew too weak 
T'oppole his quickned -paſsion(like a man 
Tranſported from himſelfhe thus began : 
'  Accurſeddarknefſle ! thou ſad type of death | 
Tafernal Hag, whoſe dwelling is beneath ) 

hat means thy boldneſſe to uſurp this room, 
And force a maht, before the night be come : 
Get,get thee down,and keep within thy liſts : 
Go retell there; and hurl thy hideous miſts 
Before thoſe curſed eyes, that take delight. 
In utter darkneſſe, and abhor the light ;, —7 
Returne thee to thy dungeon, whence thou came, 
And hide thoſe faces, whoſe 1nfernal flame 

Calls for more darkreſſe,andwhoſe tortured ſouls: 
Crave the proteftion of th' obſcureſt boles, 

To ſcape ſome laſhes,and avad thoſe (trift 

And horrid plagues, the furtes do 13fli8: 

But if thou need's muſt ramble here above : 

Go to ſome other Climate,. and remote 

Thy ugly preſerce from our darkned eyes, 

That hate jhy tyranny : Go exerciſe 


\ 
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Thy power in Groves, and ſt olitary ſprangs, 


where Bats are ſubjef-,and where Owls are kings : 


Go to the grates,and fill thoſe empty rooms, 
That ſuch as ſlumber in their ſilent tombs 
May bleſs thy welcome ſhades, and lie poſſeſt 
Of undiſturbed and eternall veſt : 
Or if thy more ambitious fogs deſire 
To baunt the liUing, hafte uy and retire 
Into ſome Cloyſter, and there ſtand between 
The l:ght,and thoſe that fain would ſin, unſeen 5; 
Aſſiſt them there ;, and let thy ugly ſhapes, 
Count nance cloſe treaſons,andinceſtuous rapes, 
Benight thoſe rooms 5, and aid all ſuch as fear 
The eye of heaven: Gos cloſe thy Curtains there, 
we need thee not, (foul Witch) away, away 3 
Thou bid'ft more Leauty then the noon of. day 
Can git; O thou, that haft ſo rudely hurF'd 
On this dark bed the glory of the world. 
So ſaid, abruptly he the room departs, 
His cheeks looke pale, his curled hair upſtarts 
Likequills of Porcupines, and from his eye - 


*Quick flaſhes like the flames of lightning flie : 


He calls for light; the light no ſooner come, 
But his own hands conveyes it to the room 
From whence he came, and as he-entred in 
He bleſt himſelf; he bleſt himſelf again, 
Thrice did he ble(s himſelf; and after ſaid, 
Foul mitch,begone, and let thy diſmal ſhade, 
Forſake thzs place : Let thy dark fogs obey 


Great Vulcans charge 5 iz Vulcans names away :. 


Or if thy tout rebellion ſhall diſclaim 
Hrs ſoueratgnty,1z my Partheniacs name. 


Fas a Farkas ok, 


I charm thee hence, And as that word flew our, - 
He ſtept to that ſad bed, where round about, 
Clos'd were the Curtains, as if darknefſe did 

. Command that ſuch a jewell ſhould be hid. 


(10) His left hand held the taber, and his right - 
: Enforc'd the Curtains, to abfolve the light: 
Which done, appear'd before his wondering eye 
The rrueſt portrai& of deformity 
. As ere the Sun beheld : that lovely face 
That was of late the amodel of all grace 
And pecrlefle beauty, whoſe imperious eyes 
Ravitht whereere they lookt, and did ſurpriſe 
The very fouls of men; ſhe, ſhe, of whom 
Nature her ſelf was proud, is now. become 
So loath'd and abje&t, ſo deform'd, diſguiſed, 
As darkneſle, for mans ſake, was well advis'd 
To clothe in miſts,leſt any were incited 
'To {ce that face,and fodepart affrighted. 
_ All this when Argales beheld,and tound 
It was no dream, hefell upon the ground, 
And rav'd,androſeagaine,ſtood fill andgaz'd; 
At firſt he ſtartled, then he ſtood amaz'd : 
Looks now upon the light,and now onher, 
-One while his tired fancy does refer 
His thoughts to filencez as his thoughts increaſe, 
His paſſion ftirives for vent,and breaks that peace 
*Which conque r'd Reafon had of late concluded, - 
And thus began * Are theſe falſe ezes deluded 2 
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« Or havetnchanted miſls ſtept in betmeene 

My abuſed eyes,and what my eyes have ſeen > 
No, miſchief cannot aft ſo fatr @ part, 

T affright in jeſt-5 it goes beyond the art 

Of all black books, to maske with ſuch diſguiſe, 
$0 ſweet a face ; T know that theſe are eyes, 
And this a tight: Falſe mifts could never be 
Betwixt my poor Parthenia,and me. 
 Accurſed Taper ! what infernall ſpright 
Breath'd in thy face2what fury youu thee light > 
Thou imp of Phlegeton > wha let thee iz 
To force a day,before the daybegin> .. 
who brought thee bither > I 2 ded F > From whom, + 
what lean chapt fury azd T ſnatch thee from > 
when as this curſed hand aid go about 
Tobring thee un, why ment x0t - 95 out > . 
Be all ſuch Tapers curſed for thy ſake 5 

Ne'r ſhinebut at ſome Vigil,or ſad wake; . 

Be never ſeen, but when 4s ſorrow calls 

Thy zeedfull help to mghtl funeralls > . 

. Beas a May-game for th amazed Bat: © 

To ſport about ; and Owls to monder at : © 
Stull haunt the chancells at a midnight kaell, 
To fright the Sexton frem-his paſs:ng Bell : : 
Grue Light to none but treaſons,eud be bid 

Iz thetr dark lanthorus : Let all mirth forked 


Thy treacherous flames 3 the room : and if that noxe © 


Shall daign to put thee out, go out al one : | 
Attend ſome miſers table,aud then waſte 

- Too ſoon, that he may curſe thee for thy haſte 3; - 
Burn drm for ever : Let that flatt ring light 
Thou feed \t,conſume thy ſtock : be baniſis quite * 


ae 
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From Cupids Court : When lovers go about 

Thety ftollen pleaſures, let your flames go out: 
Henceforth be uſefull to no otber end, 

But onely to burn day light, or a'tend 

The mid-14ght cups of ſuch as ſhall reſigne 

with uſury their undigeſted wine : | 

why deft thou burn ſo clear > Alas | theſe eyes 

Diſcern too much : thy wanton blaze doth riſe 

Too high a pitch : thou burſt too bright for ſuch 

As ſee r.0 comfort : O thou ſhirt too much : 
-Why doſt thou vex me > Is thy flame ſo ſtout 

T*endure my breath > this breath ſhall puff thee out 
Thus, thas my joyes are qutte extingutſht, never 

Tobe reuV'd: Thus gonegthus gone for ever, 

With that, end xa)" with a furious haſte, 


i. 
%* 


He blew it out : bur mark, that very blaſt 


(As if it meant on purpoſe,to diſclaim 
His deſp'rate thoughts)reviv'd th' extinguiſht flame, 
He ſtands amaz'd 3 and, having mus'd a while, 
Beholds the tapor,and _— ro ſmile, 

And can the gods themſelues({aid he)contrive 
A way for hope > Can-my paſt joyes reuve, 
Like this rektudled fire > if they doy 
Ill curſe my lips(bright lamp) for curſing you. 
Eternall Fates \ deal farrly 5 dally xot : 
If yoar hid boun'tes have reſeruVd a lot 
Beyond my weaned Popes bett expreſt 
In open Tew:; make haſte, and do-your beft : 
But if your juſitce be determin'd ſo * 
To exerciſe yourLvengeance 0n my wo, 
ag al es where leweth _- mean to burſt 3 
Strike home betzmes 5 diſpatch, and do your worſt : 


That 
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he 


That burthen is too oreat for him to bear, 

| That's evenly poiſed betwixt hope and fear. 
And therche'ſtopt ; as fearing ro moleſt 

The {ilent peace of her difſembled reft. 

He gaz'd upon her ; ſtood as ina trance : 

Sometimes her liveleſſe hand he would advance 

To his fad lips ; then ſteal it down agen : 

Sometimes, a tear would fall upon't, and then 

A ſigh muſt dry it; every kiſs did bear 

A ſigh, andevery ſigh begar a tear : 

He kiſthe ſ{igh'd, he wepr, and, for a ſpace, 

He fixt his eye upon her wounded face, 

And in a whiſpering language, he disburs'd q 

His various thoughts ; thus, with himſelf difcours d. 
eAnd were the Sun-beams of thoſe eyes too fierce 

For mortall Utew > Or did thoſe fires diſperſe 

Flames too conſuming forth* amaz'd beholders : 

Or aid thy youth make treaſon e'er the bolder : 

To ſtain that brow z and by a midnight theft, 

To ſteal more beauty then the day had left 2 
Or aid that blind, that childiſh god deſcry 

A kind of tmilight from that heavenly eye, = 

Which, over-bright, he ſought to make more dim 

By blurring that, which elſe had blaſted him £ 

Or = the Sea-born goddeſs Queene repine 


 Toſeeher ftar out-ſhone ſo much by thine z 


And filÞ d with rage, and envious deſpight, 

Sent down a cloud t'eclipſe ſo faty a light? 
Or did the wiſer Dettres foreſee 

This like danger 5 that when men ſhould ſee = 

So bright a 1 amp ; feartng they ſhould commit 


Such ſweet idolatry, bent gbted et 2 
— | K | Or 
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Or did the too too careful gods conſpire 
A good for man,trapſcending mares deſire, 

And knowing ſuch an eye too bright for any 
Gave tt a wound, left it ſhould wound too many ? 
If fo they meant they might haue been more kind 
7.0 ſave that beauty, and have ftiruck us blind. 

Before the ſoundoof his laſt breath was gone 
(Her ſpeech being marſhal'd with a powertul groan 
Through the rude confluence, and amazed throng 

 Ofher diſtracted yas, wy (6 1g tongue 

Wept forth theſe words : Thos fleet, thus trarſitary 
Is mans del;ght,and all that parmed glory, 

Poor Earth can geue 5 Nor wealth,zor bloodynor beauty, 
Can quit the aebtythat neceſſary duty, | 

They owe to Change eud Time; but like a flower, 
They flouriſh now,and fade withtn an howre : 

T he world's compes'd of change, there's nothing ftayes 
At the ſame potnt,all atters, all decayes : 

The world is like a playgwhere every age 

Concludes her Scene,and ſo departs the ſtage 5: 

And when Times haſty homer-glaſs is run, 
Change ſtrikes the Epilogue, az all the play 15 dope. 
Who afis the King to dayyby chance of lot, 
Perchance to morroz begs, and bluſhes wat : 

Whoſe beauty was ador'd oregzght, next morning 

May find a face, like mine,not worth theſcorning : 
Looke where we liſt, there's nothing to the eye 

Seems truly conftant, but Inconſtancy. 

Aoft dear Parthenia, (Argalus replid); 
Had thy decerved eye but ſlept aſide, 
eAud lookt upon thy Agee has breſt ; 
' Tknow, I know, thy language bad profeſt 


eAnether 
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Another faith © thy lips had ne let flye 
At unawares, ſogreat an Herefie : 

Tis z0t the change of favour,that can change 
My heart ; nov time, nor fortune can eſtrange 
My beſt affetions, ſo for ever fixt | 

On thee,nothing but death can come betwi xt 

My ſoul, and thine ; 1f Thad lov'd thy face, 

Thy face alone 5 my fanty had given places 

Ere thisto freſh deſires, and attended 

Vpon new fortunes 3 and the old had ended, 

if I had lov'd thee, for thy heavenly eye, 

1 might have courted the bright Mazefty 

Of Titan : :f thy curious hips had ſar d 

My lik riſh thoughts, I might haveſoon prepar'd 
A bluſhing Currall, or ſome full ripe Cherty, 
And pleas'd my lips, untill my lips are weary ; 

Or if the ſmoothneſs of thy whyter brow 

Had charm'd mine eyes, and made my fancy bow 
To outward objefts, poliſht Marble might 

Have given as much content, as much delight. 
Ia brief, had Argalus h:s flatter 'deye 

Been pleaſed with beauttes bare Epitomy, 

The curious pieture might have then ſupplt'd 

My wants,more fullsthen all the world beſide : 
No,no ; Twas neither brow, nor lip, tor eye, 
Noy any outwardex'llence urg'd me, why 

To love Parthenia :*twas thy better part, 


(which miſchief could not wrong)ſurpris'd my heart : 


Thy beauty was but like a Cryſtall caſe, 
Throa gb which, the jewell of admired grace 
Tranſparent was, whoſe hidden worth d1d make 
Ale love the Casket for the jewels fake : 

| K 2 
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No, n0, my well aduiſed eye prerc'd in 
Beyond the film 5 ſunk deeper then the Skins, 

Elſe had I now been chang d,and that firm duty 

I ow my Tons,had faded with thy beauty : 

Nay, weep not my Parthenia ; let thoſe tears 
Ne'r wail that lofſe,which a few. after years 

Had clatm'd as due 5 chear up,thou haft forſaken 
But that which ſickneſs would(perchance)have taken.. 
with greater drſaduantage ; or elſe age, 

That common evill, which art cannot aſswage ;, 
Beauty's but bare opinton ; White and Red 
Have no more prividedgythen what 1s bred 

By humane fancy,which was ne'er confin'd 

To certain kounds, but varies like the wind : 

what one man likes,another diſreſpefts, 

And what a third moſt hates, a fourth affeRs : 

The Negro's eye thinks blacke beyond compare, 
And what mill fright us moſt, they count meſt fair, 
If then op1110n be the touch, whereby 

All beautie's tried; Partheniagtn my eye, 
Out-ſhines fair Helengor who elſe the be 

T hat 1s more vich in beauties wealth then ſhe. 
Chear up : the ſoveratgnty of thy worth infranches. 
Thy captrve beauty ; and thy vertue blanches 
Theſe ſtarnes of fortune.: Come, it matters x0t 
what others think : A letter's but a blot 

To ſuch as cannot read; but, who have Skill, 

Can know the farr impreſs10n of a quill, 

From groſs and heedleſs blurs; and ſuch can thinke 
No paper fouleytbat's fairly writ with Tike : 

t1bat otbers bold a blemiſh 17 thy face, 

My Skilfull eyes read charatiers of grace : 
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ViThat hinders then, but that without delay, 
Triumph may celebrate our nuptiall day > 

She that bath onely wertue to her guide, 

Though wanting beauty, 1s the faireſt bride, 

A Bride» ({aid ſhe) ſuch Brides as I, can have 

No fitter bridall chamter then a grave ; 

Death z5 my Bridegroom 3 azd to welcom Death, 
My loyall heart ſhall plight a ſecond faith : 

And when tbat day ſhall come, that joyfull day 
wherein tranſcendaut pleaſures ſhall allay 

The heat of all my ſorrows,and cox joyn > 
My pale-fac'd Bridegrooms lingring hand with mine, 
Theſe Ceremonies ad theſe Truumphs ſhall 
Attend the day to grace that day mithall, 

Time wth his empty Howey-glaſs [hall lead 

The triumph on, his winged hoofe ſhall tread 
Slow paces 3 After him there ſhall enſue 

The chaſte Diana with her Virgin crew, 

All crowd with Cypreſs garlands : after whom 

In rank,th' impartiall Deſtinies ſhall- come « 

Then iz a ſable Chariot faintly drawn 

VVith harneſt Virgins vail'd with pureſt lawn, 

The Bride ſhall ſit ; Deſpair and Grict ſhall ſtand 
Like heartleſſe Bridemaids upon etther hand 2. 
Vpor the Chariot top, there ſhall be plac'd 

The liitle winged god with arm unbrac'd, 

And Bow uubent : his drooping wings muſt hide. 
His naked knees,his Qutuer 7, his ſide 

Muſt be unargi d,and either hand muſt hold 

A Banner,wbere with Characters of gld. 
Shall be decipher d(fit for e very eye 

To read that rans)Faith, Love an; Conſtancy., 


Next 
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Next after, hope, t# 4 diſcoloured weed 

Shall ſadly march aloze : A ſlender Reed 

Shall guid her feeble fleps,and. n her band 

A les Ancttor all zefmear'd wi.h fand. 
And after all, the Bridegroom ſhatl appear 
Like Joves Licutenant,and br:ng up the rear, 
He (hall he mounted 07 a Coal-Lacke Steed, 
Hts hand ſhall hold a Dart, oz which ſhall bleed 
A pierced heart wherein a former wound 


Wich Cupids Jatelin enter dfhall Le found. 


when as the Triumphs ſhall adorn our feaſt, 
Let Argalns be my 1#vited gueſt, 
Aid let him bid nie #uptiall Joy, from whom 
T once expefed all my joyes ſhould come, = 
VVith that, as if his cottntenance had thought good 
To wear deaths colours, or as if his blood 
Had been imployed tocondole the ſmart 
And torment of his poor afflicted heart, 
He thus befpake : YVhappreſt of afl men, 
Why do I live >1s Death my Rival then > 


FVnequall chance | Hadit been fleſh and blood 


I could have grapled, and (perchance)withſiood 

Some ſtout tncounters : had an armed hoſt 

Of mortall Rivals veztur'd to have croſt 

My beſt deſires 5 my Partheniacs eye 

Had given me power tomake that army flle 

Like frighted Lambs before the Wolfe ; but thou ' 

Before whoſe preſence all muſt flop and Low 

Their ſeruile necks, what weapons ſhall T hold 

Agaiuſt thy hand that will not be controul 'd > 

Great enemy : whoſe Kingdom's in the duſt 

And darkfome Cates ; I know that thou art juft, I 
| Elſe 
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Elſe had the god's ne'r truſted to thy hand 

So great a priUledge, ſo large command 

Aud juriſaiton ore the hiyes of men, 

To kill and ſaue even whom they pleaſe,and when : 
0, ſuffer not Parthenia's tempting tears 

To move thy heart ; let thy hard-hearted ears 
Be deaf to all her ſuites : If ſhe profeſs 
 Afﬀe&ton to thee, beleeve noth12s leſs : 

She's my betrothed Spouſe, and Hymens bands 
Agave firmelyloyu'd our hearts;though not our hands 
here plighted faith, and Sacro-ſanftious wow 
Hath «ven poſſeſs:0n, diſpoſseſs n0t thou : 
Be juſt ; and though her briny lips bemaile 

Her grief with tears, let z0t thoſe tears prevail, 
whom Heatens have joyn'd, thy hands may not arſjoyny 
I] am Partheniacs, azd Parthenia's mize ; 
Alas! we are but one then thou muſt either 
Refuſe us both ; or elſe, take both together... 

My dear Parthenia, let no cloudy paſs:on 

Of dull deſpair moleſt thee 5, or unfaſhion 
Thy better thoughts, to make thy troubled minde 
Euber forgetful, or thy ſelf ankins 

Starue not my pining hopes with _ ſtay: 
My love hath wings, and brooks no long delay > 
It hovers up and downe, and canuot veſt | 
Vatil{it tight, and perch upon thy breft. 
Torment not him, within theſe ngering fires, 
That's rackt already on his own deſires "T2 

Seal and deltuer as thy deed, that band, 

V hereto they promes'd faith hath ſet her hand : 
Azd what our plighted hearts, and mutual. vow- 
Have ſq long frrice legun, O fiſh now 5; 
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That our en;per/ect, a:d halte pleaſ! ures may 
« Rgcerve perſefiion by amarriage day, 
Whereto, ſhe tnus :. Had the.pleas'd gods. above 
Forgiten my faults, and made me fit for ove 
Totleſs at large ;, Had all the powers of heaven 
(To boaſt the utmeſt of their bounty) g1uen 
As great addition to my ſlender fortune - 
As they could giver covetous mind.mportune, 
I vow to heauen,and all thoſe heavenly powers, 
They ſhould 30 ſooner bin made mine, but yours 5 
Nay had my fortunes ſtayd but at the rate 
T hey were ; had I rematned tn that ſtaie 
.T was ; (although at beſt unworthy far 
Of ſuch a peerleſs bleſſing as you are) 
My dear acceptance ſhould have fil” d mine heart 
As full of joyes as now tt 18 of ſmart. 
But as T am, let angry Jove thez went 
On me his plagues, t1 al his plagues be ſpent: 
And when I roar,let Heaven my pains deride, 
when I match Argalus to fuch a Bride : 
Live happy Argalus, let thy ſoul receite 
What bleſſings poor Parthenia cannot bate : 
Live happy : May thy joyes be never done, 
But let one bleſſing draw another on: 
O may thy better Angel watch and ward 
Thy ( ul, and pitch an everlaſiing guard 
About the portals of thy tender heart, 
And ſhowre down bleſſings whereſo'er thou art : 
Let all thy joyes be as the moneth of May, 
And all thy dayes be as a marriage day : 
Let ſorrow.ſickzeſs,and a troubled mind 
Be ſtrangers to thee ; let them never finde 
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Thy heart at home : let Fortuie ſtill allot 

Such lawleſs gueſts to thoſe that love thee not : _. 
And let thoſe bleſſings, which ſhall wanting be 
To ſuch as merit none, altght on thee, 

That mutuall faith, betwixt us that of late 
Hath paſt, I give thee freedome to tranſlate” 
Vpon the merits of ſome fitter ſpouſe 5, 

I give thee leaweand freely quit thy vows * 

I call the gods to witneſſe, nothing ſhall 

More bleſſe my ſoule, no —_— can befall 
Are truly welcome to mes then to ſee | 
Ay Argalus(what ere become of me) 

So linkt 13 wedlock,as ſhall moſt augment 
His greater honor, andhis true content. 


ith that, a ſuddain and tempeſtuous tyde 


Of tears orewhelm'd her language, and deny'd 


A paſſage ; but when paſsions flood was ſpent, 

She thus proceeds : Toz gods, if you are bent 

To aft my tragedy, why do you _ 

Oar patience Sz make the play ſo long ? 

Your Scenes are tedious 5 Gatrft the rules of art, 

You awell too long, too long upon one part. 

Be breef, and take advantage of your odds, 

' One ſimple maid amongſt ſo many gods, 

And not be conquer'd yet 2 conjoyn your might, 

And ſend her ſoul znto eternal mght, 

That lzves too long a day : Ile not reſiſt 5 

| Prouide you firike home, ftrike where ye hſte 

Accurſed be that Dayywherein theſe eyes 

Firſt ſaw the light 5 let deſp'rate ſouls deviſe 

A curſe ſufficient for it : Let the Sun 

Ne'r ſhine upon it ; and what e'rs begun 
L 
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Vpor that fatal day, Let Heauen ford it. | 
Succeſs ;1f no; tenſpare the hand that aid it. 
why was I born > Or, being born, O why 
Did not my fonder Nurſes Lullaby 
(Even whilſt my lips were hanging 01 ber breft) 
S:ng ber poor Babe to everlaſting veſt > 
O then my1nfant ſoul had never known 
This world of grtef,beneath whoſe werght I groas : 
No, 10, 1t had not ; he that des tn's primes. 
Speeds a long bufineſſe in a little time. 

But Argalus(whoſe more extream delire, 
Unapt to yceld like water-ſprinkled fire, 
Did blaze the more) impatient of denial, 
Gave thus an on-ſet to a further tryall : 

Life of my ſout ; by whomnext Heaven, I breath -: 
Excepting whom, I bave no friend but Death - 

How can thy wiſhes eaſe my grief, or fland 
My miſery in flead, when as thy band, . — 
And nothing but thy helptng band can giue me 
Reltefe, and yet refuſes to yelieve me > | 
Strange kind of charity, when berng affiefted,. 
I finde beſt miſhes,.yes.am tnterdiBed 
Of thoſe beft wiſhes,aud maſt be remou'd 

' From loves injoyment ; why > Becauſe beloVd.. 
Alas! alas | how cans mywiſbes 
A bl:ſing to me, if unbleſt anthee > | 
Thy beauty's gone,(thou ſayeſt )why,let it go 3. 
He loves but ill, that loves but for a ſhow ;, 
Thy beauty is ſuppli'd in my affe8ton, 
That zever yet was fl ave to a complexion. 
Shall every day, wheretx the earth does lacke 
The Sun's a bexpell-d the Almanack > 
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Or ſhall thy over-curtous fteps forbear 
A garde cauſe there be novoſes there > 
Or ſhall the Sun-ſet of Partheniaes beauty 
Enforce my judgment to neglett that daty, 
The which my beſt adu1s'd affeiton ows 
Her ſacred vertue,and my (olemn vows 2 
Nog405 tt lies not tn the power of Fate 
To make Parthenia too unfortunate 
For Argalus to love. 

It is as eaſie for Partheniaes heart 
To prove leſs Vertuous, as for me to ſiart 
From my firm faith 5 the flame that honors breath 
Hath blown,nothing hath power to quench, but death 5 
Thou gav{t me leave to chuſe a fitter Sponſe, 
And freedom to recal, to quit thoſe vows 
1 took : who gave thee licence to deſpence 
with ſuch falſe tongues, as offer Valence 
' Toplighted faith > Alas) theucanſt not free 
Thy ſelf,much leſs hadſt power to kcence me. 
Vows can admit a0 change ; they flill perſever 
Againſt all change; they bond or ever: © 
eA vow's a holy thing, no common breath - 
The lrmits of a Vow is Heaven and Death 
A tow that's paſt, is like a brrd that's flown 
From out thy hand,can be recall'd by none z 
It dies not, like a time-begwling Jeſt, 
\ As ſoon: as vented 5 lives nos tn thy breſt, 
when uttered once, but 15 8ſacred word 
Strarght entred in the { a5 and clofe Record 
Of Heaven; 1t is not like a Juglers knot,” + 
Or faft,or looſe, as pleaſes us or not, © 
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Since then thy ons can finde no diſpenſation, 
And may not be yecal dyrecal thy —s ; 
Perform, performe what 310w 4t is t00 late, 
T*unwiſh againe, too ſoone to waolate : 

Seek not to quit, what Heaven denyes to free : 
Perform thy vows to Heaven, thy Vows tome: 

Thrice dearer then my ſoul,(ſhe thus repli'd) 

Had my own pampered fancy been the guide 

To my afjeftizon, 1 had condeſcended 

Ere this,to your requeſt, which had befriended 
My beſt deſires too : I lov'd not thee. 

For my own pleaſure tn.that baſe degree, 

As gluttons do therr diet, who arſpenſe | 
with unwaſh't hands, (left they ſhould grve offence 
To their grip'd ſtomacks, when a minutes ſtay 
will make ; tu Curſe occaſpon all the day) 

T lod not ſo5 my firſt hor aid (pring 

From thy own worth 5 and as aſacred thing, 
I always view'd thee,phom my zeal commands 
Me nt prophane wth theſe defiled hands : 

Tis true; performances a debt we owe - 

To Vows, and nothing's dearer then aUow 5 

Tet when the gods dorauiſh from our hand,, 

The means to keepe 4t, "tis 4.countermaad. 

He that hath vow'd to ſacrifice each day,. 

At Juno's altars bound, and muft obey : 

But if (betug under vow)the £0ds do pleaſe 
Tofirike him with a leprous diſeaſe, 

Or foul infefiions which ts better now, 

Prophane the Altar, or to breake the vow > 

The caſe is mine 5 where then the gods d;ſpence, 
We may. be bold,yet tender no offence. 


Admit 
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Admit tt were an evll;'"tis our beſt, 
Of neceſſary ills, to chuſe the leaſt. 
The gods are good: the ſri recogniſance 
. Of ons, 1s onely taken to advance - 

The goodof man 5 0w if that good prove ill, 
We may refuſe,our Vow's 1ntire till. 
1 vow a marriage 3 why > becauſe IT do 
Entirely effett that man my Vows are to ; 
But if ſome foul diſeaſe ſhould 1nterpoſe 
| Betwixt our promis'd marriage,and our Vows : 
The ftri& performance of thoſe Vows muſt prove 
A wrong ;, and therefore love not, whom I love. 
Then urge no more ; Let my demal be 
A pledge ſufficient "twixt my love and thee.. 

So ended ſhe : But vehemnent deſire ; 
(That can be quencht with No, no more then fire 
With oyl z __ can ſubmit tono condition) 

Lends him new breath : Love makes a Rhetorician 3 
He ſpeaks; ſhe anſwers : He, afreſh, replies ; 
He Genndy ſues ; as ſtoutly ſhe denies. 
He begs in vain3 and ſhe denies in vain : 
For ſhe denies again : He begs again.. 
Artlaft, both weary,he his ſuit adjourns 
For lovers dayes are good,and bad by turns. 
He bids farewel as if the heart of either 
Gave but one motion;they both ſigh'd together. 
She bids farew<l z and yet ſhe bids it {o, 
As if her farewell ended, if hego ; 
 Hebids farewel ; but ſo, asif delay _ 
Had promis'd better farewels to his ſtay. 
* Shebids farewell,but holds his hand ſo faſt, 
As if that farewel had not been the laſt, 
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Both ſigh'd,both wept,and both being heavy kearted, 
She bids farewelhe bids farewel, and parted. 

So parted they : Now Av; alas ts gone > 

And now Parihenta's weeping all alone, 

And like the widdow'd turtie ſhe bewails 

The abſence of her mate : Paſſion prevails 

Above her ſtrength : Now her poor heart can tell 
Whar's Heaven by wanting Heaven: and whar's Hell 
By her own torments : Sorrow now does play 

- The tyrants part, Aﬀection muſt obey ; 

Aud like a weathercock her various mind - 

Is chang'd and turn'd with every blaft of wind. 

In deſp'rare language ſhe deplores her ftate ; 

She fain would wiſh, but then ſhe knows not what : 
Refſolves of this,of that,and then of neither, | 
She fain would flee : but then ſhe knows notwhither? 
Ar length(conſulcing with che heartlefſe pair | | 


(11) Ofall adviſers, Sorrow,and Defpair) 
Reſolves, to take th'advamage of that night, 
To ſteal away, and ſecke for death by flight : 
A Pilgrims weed her livelefle limbs addreft 
From head to foote : A thong of leather bleſt 
Her waſted loyns 5 her feeble feet were ſhod 
With ſandals: In her hand a Pilgrims rod. 
When as th'illuſtrious Soveraign of the Day 
Had now begun his circuit, to furvay 
His lower Kingdome, having newly lent 
The upper world to Cyzthizes goverment, FER 
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Forth went Parrbexza, and begins t'attend. 


« The progreſſe now, which onely deathcan end, 


Go hapleſſe Virgin ! Fortune be thy guide, 

And thineown vertues ; and what elſe beſide 

That may be proſperous; may thy merits finde 

More happineſle,then thy difirel sed mind 

Can hope : Live,and to after ages prove 

The grear example of true Faith, and Love: 

Gone,gone ſhe is ; bur whither ſhe is gone, 

The gods, and fortune can reſolve alone : 

nay a6 Nuill,that 1s inforc't to ſtray 

From a poor Lady, in an unknown way. 

| To number forth her weary ſteps,or tell 
Thoſe obvious dangers, that to oft befell 

Our poor Parthena in her pilgrimage, 

Or bring her miſeries on the open ſtage , 

Her we be {lumbers, her diſtracted care: 

| Her hourly fears and frights, her hungry fare ; 

Her daily perils,and her nightly ſcapes 


From ravenous beaſts,and from attempred rapes, 


Is not my taske '; who care not to incite, 

My readers paſsion to an appetite. 

We leave Parthexra now 5-and our diſcourſe 
Muſt caſt an eye,and bend her fetled courſe 
To Argalus. When Argalus(returning 

To viſit his Parthexia, the next morning) 
Perceived ſhe was fled, not _——_ , 
He makes no ſtay : Conſulrs not wir 


Stayes not to think, but claps his haſty knees 
; To his fleet Courſer, and away he flees : 
\, His haſte enquires no way,{he needs not fear 
' Tolofe the road,thatgoes he knows not where :) 


the weather, 


One 
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oh One while he prickes upon the fruitful plains 
| Andnow, he geatly ſlackes his prouder reins 
Andclimbs the barren hills: with freſh careers 
He tries the right hand way 3 and when he verecs 
His courſe upon the left : One while he likes 
This path, when by and by, hisfancy ſtrikes 
Upon another track. Sometime he roves 
Among the ſprings and ſolitary Groves, 
Where,on the tender barks of ſundry trees, 
Heengtaves Parthemaes name with his : then flees 
To the wild champian : his proud Steed removes 
The hopetul fallows, with his horned hooves: 
He baulks no way,rides over rock and Mountain, 
When led by Forrune to Dana's Fountain, 


*%. 


(12) He ſtraight diſmounts his Stecd, begins to 
His thirſty lips ; and after that, to drench (quench 
His fainting limbs,in that ſweet ſtream, wherein 
Parthentaes dainty fingers oft had bin. 

The Fountaine was upon a fteep deſcent, 

Whole gliding current nature gave a vent 

Through a firme rocke, which art(to make it known 
To after ages)wall'd and rooft with ſtone : 

Above the Cryſtall Fountaines head was plac'd 

D:anaes Image(though of late defac'd :) 

Beneath,a rocky Ciſtern did retaine / 

The Water,ſliding through the Cocks of Caze, 

Whoſe curious Current the Worlds greater eye 
 Ne'r view'd, but in his mid-day Majeſty : 
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It was that Fountaine, where in elder times 
| Poor Corydoy compos'd his rural rimes. 
And left them cloſely hid, for his unkind 
And marble hearted Fhillida to finde, 
All rites pertorm'd, he re-amounts his Stecd, 
Redcems his lofle of time with a new ſpeed : 
And with a freſh ſupply, his ſtrength renews 
His progreſſe, God knows whither : He purſues 
His vow'd adventure, brooking no dclay, 
And (with a minde as doubtful as the way) 
He journeyes on ; he left no courſe unthought : 
No traveller unaskt; no place unſought. 
To makea ſournal of each circumſtance ; 
His change of fortunes,or each obvious chance 
Befel his tedious travell:: to relate 
The brave attempt of this exploit,or that ; 
His rareatchievements, -and their fair ſucceſſe ; 
His noble courage,in extreame diſtreſle ; 
His deſp'rate dangers, his deliverance: 
His high eſteem with men,which did enhance 
His meaneſt actions to the throne of Jovwe : 
And what he ſuffer'd for Parthemaes love, 
Would make our volume endlefſie, apt to tire 
The utmoſt patience of a ſtudious eye : 
All which the bounty of a free conceit 
May ſooner reach to, then my pen relate, 
But till bright Cyzth/aes head had three times thrice 
Repair'd her empty horns,and fill'd the eyes 
Of gazing mortals, with her globe of light, 
Thus reſtleſſe Lover ceas'd not,day and night 
To wander, in a ſolitary queſt 
For her, whoſe love had taught him to digeſt 
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The dregs of forrow, and to count all joyes 

But tollies,(weigh'd with her)at leaſt, but toyes. 
It hapned now,that twice {1xe moneths had run 

Since wandring Arzalus had firit begun 

His toilſom progreſſe ; who, in vain, had ſpent 

A yeer of howers, and yet no event, 

When fortune brought him to a goodly fear, 

(Wall'd round about with hills)yet not ſo great 

As pleaſant ; and leſs curious to the {ight, 

Then ſtrong,yet yielding evenas much delight 

As ſtrength : whoſe only our-fide did declare 

The Maſters judgment, and the builders care. 

Around the Caftle, Nature had laid out 

The bounty of her treaſure 3 round about 

Well fenced Medows(filld with Summers pride ) 

- Promis'd proviſion for the Winter tide : 

Neer which the neighb'ring hills(wel ftockt & ſtor'd 

With milk-white ockes)did ſeverally afford. | 

Their fruitfull bleſfings, and deſerv'd increaſe 

To painful Huſbandry, the childe of Peace : 

It was Kalazders feat, who was the brother 

Of loſt Parthexzaes late. deceaſed Mother. 

He was a Gentleman,whom vain ambition 

Ne'r taught to undervalue the condition 

Ot private Geptry z who preferr'd the love 

Of his reſpeRed neighbots, far above 

The apiſh congies of th*unconſtant Court ; 

Ambitious of a good, not great report : 

Beloved of his prince, yet not depending 

Upon his favors ſo,as to be tending 

_ his perſon : and, in brief, too ſtrong 

Within himſelfe, for fortunes hand to wrong : 

 Thither 
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(13) Thither came wandring Argalus,and recciv'd 


As great content, as one that was bereav'd 


Ot all his joyes, could take ; or who would ſtrive 


Texprefle a welcome to the lite, could give. 
His richly furniſht Table more expreſt * 
A common bounty, then a curious tcaft - 


Whereat the choice of precious wines were proffcr'd 


In liberall ſort; not urg'd, but freely offer'd : 

The careful ſervants did attend the roam : 

No need to bid them either goe or come : 

Each knew his place, his office, and could fpic 

His Maſters pleaſure in his maſters eye, 

But what can reliſh pleaſing to a taſte 

That is diſtemper'd > Can a ſweet repaſþ 

Pleaſe a fick palate 2 No there's no content 

Can enter Argalus, whole ſoule is bent 

To tire on his own thoughts : Kalazders love 

(That other times would raviſh) cannot move 

Thar fixed heart,which paſſion now incites 

- Tabjure all pleaſures, and forſweare delights, 
It tortun'd,on a day,that:dinner ending, 

Kalander and his noble gueſts,intending 

 Texchange their pleaſures in the open air, 

A Meſſenger came in,and did repaire 

Unto Kalander, told him, that the end 

_ -Of his imployment, was to recommend 

A noble Lady to him(ncar alli'd 

To fair Queene Hellez)whoſe unskilfull guide 

M 2 


Had 
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Had ſo miſ-led,that ſhe does make requeſt, 

This night to be his bold and unknown gucſt : 

And by his help to be inform'd the way, 

To finde to morrow,what ſhe loſt ro day.. 

Kalanger(the extent of whoſe ambition 

Was to expreſſe the bounteons diſpoſition 

Of a free heart,as glad of ſuch occaſion 

To entertain) return'd the {alutation 

Of an unknown ſervant z and withall profcſt. 

A promis'd welcome too fair:a guelt. 

Forthwith Kalazder and his noble friends, . 

(All but poor Argalas, who-recommends 

His thoughts to private uſes,and confines. 

Hrs ſecret fancy to his own defigins) 
Mounting theirpraunfing Stecds,to give a meeting 

To his fair gueſt: they met, bur at firſt greeting, 


(14) Kalazder ſtood amaz'd, (for he fuppos'd 
It was Parthexra)and thus his thoughts diiclus'd: 

Madam (ſaid he) :f theſe mine aged eyes 
Retain that wonted ſtrength, which age denyes 
To many of my years, I ſhould be bold 
(12 Viewing you to ſay, 7 do behold 
My Neece Partheniacs face : Nor can I be 
Perſwaded(by your leave )but you areſhe.. 

Thrice noble Six ({he thus replid) your tongue 
(Perchance)hath done the fair Parthenia wrong, 
In your miſtake,and too much honor'd me, 
That(in my judgment)was more fit tobe 
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Her foil then pieture, yet hath many an eye 
| Given the like ſentence,ſhe not being by ; 
Nay, more : I have been. told that my own mother 
Full d often to diſlinguilh t'one from t other. 
Said then Kalander : If my raſh conceit 
Hath made a fault, mine error ſhall await 
Vpor your gratious pardon : T alone 
Was not decerV'd ;, for never any one 
That View'd Partheniacs tiſage, but would make 
As great an error by as great miſtake, 
But (Madam)for her ſake, and for your owns 
[hoſe worth may challenge to it ſelf alone, 
More ſervice then Kalender can expreſſe) 
Y' are truly welcome. Enter, and poſſeſſe 
This Caſtle as your own ; which can be bleſt 
In nothing more, then n ſo fair 4 gueſt, 
Whereto the Lady[entring]thus repltd : 
Let everlaſling joyes be multiph'd | 
within theſe gentle gates,and let them ftandd 
. As laſting mozuments in th* Arcadian land, 
Of rare and bounteous hoſpitality 
To after times. Let ſtrangers paſſing by 
Bleſſe there ſucceeding heirs as ſhall deſcend 
From ſuch a Lord,from ſuch a noble Friend. 
When as a little reſpite had repair'd 
Her weary limbs,which travell had impair'd, 
The freenefſle of occaſion did preſent 
New ſubjects to diſcourſe 3 wherein they ſpent. 
No little time : among the reſt, betel 
Kalazder | often ſtopt with tears]to tell 
Of Argalus and loit Partherracs love, 
Whoſe undiſſcmblca paſiton did move 
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Their tedious courſes, fince he ſirſt begun 


A gencral!l grict ; the more that they attended 

To 1115 {ad raie, te morc tacy witht 1t ended, 
Madam{((aid he)alihough year wiſage be 

Like hers, yet may your fortures diſagree z 

Poor «#rle : and as we ſpake tiiat wort, his eyes 

Let fall a'tear. The Lady thus replies. 
My ſoul doth ſujjer jor Partheniacs ſake : 

But tell me $17, Did Argalus forſake 

His poor Parthenia whom he lov d ſo aeay ? 

How hath he ſpent his days ere ſizce 2 and where ? 
Madam (aid he) when as thetr maritage day - 


' Dew near ; miſchief, that now was bent to play 


Vpo-. the ſtage, her ſtuared maſter-prizes 

with ugly leproſie 01d ſo diſguiſe 

Her beautious face,that ſhe tecame a terror 

To ber own ſelfe : But Argalus the mirroz 

Of trueſt conſtancy;(whoſ - Joy heart, | | 
Not guided by ('s eyes, d1[dain'd to ſtart als 
From his paſt vows )atd in: deſpight of fortune, 
Purſue his fixt deſires,aud tmportune 

Th” intended marriage ne'rtheleſſe ;, but ſhe 

Whom reaſon now had taught td diſagree 

With her diſliratted thoughts, ſtands deaf and mute, 
And at the laſt, t avoid his further ſute: | 

Not making any private to her fight 

She quits the houſe, and ſteals away by a1ght : 

But Madam, when as Argalus perceiv/d Fi 
That ſhe was fled, and being quite bereav'd | 
Of his loſt hope,poor Lover, he aſſayes 

By toylſcme pilgriniage to endhis dayes 5 

.Or finde her out : Now 'twice ſix moneths have run 
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His fruitleſſe tourney,rangtng far and near, 

| Suffering as mary ſorrows, as a year 

Could ſend ; and made by the extreams of weather, 

Vrapt for travell ; fortune brought him hither, © 

| Where he as yet remains, till time ſhall make 

His waſted body fit to under take = 

His diſcontinued progreſſe,and renew 

_ His great 1nqueſt for her, who at firfs view, : 

Madam you ſeem'd to be. | 
So ſa1d, the Lady, from whoſe tender eyes _ 

Some drops did flide, whoſc heart did ſympathize 

With both their ſorrows ; ſaid, Arndt there then 

Such unexpeRed conſtancy inmen ? 

Mecſt Noble Sir ; | 

If the too raſh deſires of a flrangey 

May be deſpenc'd mthal without the aangey 

Of too great boldneſſe, I ſhould make requeſt 

T o fee this noble Lord, th whoſe yare byeſs . 

(By your report)more honoy doth reſides 

Then tz all Greece ; nay all the woyld beſide : 

T have a meſſage to him : and am loath 

To doit were I not 1ngas d by oath, 

Whereat Xalazder not in breath, but action, 

Applies himſelfe to give a {atisfaftion 

To her propounded wiſh: protra&ion waſtes 

No time, but up to Argalus he haſtes : 


(15) Arglas comes down, and i *2r {aJntation 


Given aud recciv'd;ſhe accots 1:7 0 0 rant ot? 
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My Notle Lord, 
Whereas the loud reſounding trump of Fame 
Hath j0is'd your worth,and glorifi'd your name 
Above all others, let your goodne(ſe now 
Make geod that fair report 5 that I may know 
By true experience;what my joyfull ear 
Had but, as yet;the happineſſe to hear, 
And if the frazlty of a womans wit 
May chance roffend ; be noblezand remit, 

Then know(moſt roble Lord)my native place 
Is Corinth ; of the ſelf-ſame Lood and rate 
with farr Queen Hellen,in whoſe Prinicely (ourt 
Thad my tirth,my breeding to beſhovt, 
Thither,not many days ago, there came 
Diſgurs'd and chang dy all things but her name 
T he rare Partheniaſo#x ſhape tranſform'd, 
In feature altered,and in face deform'd 
That(in my judgment)all this Region could 
Not ſhew a thing more ugly to behold. 
Long was tt ere bh oft repeated Vows 
And ſolemn proteſtations could rouze 
My over dull belief: tall, at the laft, 
Some paſſages,that heretofore bad paſt 
Ir ſecret tmixt Parthenia an me, 
Gave full aſſurance *t could be none but ſhe ; 
Abundait welcom(as a ſoul ſo ſad | 
As mine,and hers,could give or take)ſhe had: 
So like we were in faceynſpeechgn growth, 
That whoſoever ſaw the one;ſaw both 5 
Yet were we not alike in our complextons 
So much,as tn our lovesgn our affettions : 
One ſorrow ſerV'd us both, and one relief 
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Could eaſe us both, but partners 11 one grief : 
Much private time we joyntly ſpentz and nenher 
Could find a true content, if not together. 
The ſtrange occurrents of her dire mesfortune 
She oft a:ſcourſt,which ſtrongly did tmportune 
A world of tears from theſe Fafa ed eyes, 
T he true partakers of her miſertes. 
Ard as ſheſpake, thc accent of her ftory 
would alwazes point upon th' eternal glory 
Of your rare conſtancy, which whoſoere 
11 after ages ſhall preſume to hear 
And not admire, let him be proclaim'd 
A rebel to all Vertue, and(defam'd © 
In his beſt atzons)let his leprous name 
Or die deſhonor'd,or ſurutue with ſhame. 
But ab what Simples can the hand of art 
Finde out to ftanch a lovers bleeding heart? 
Or what(alas)can humane skil apply 
To turn the courſe of loves Phlebotomy > 
Love 8s a ſecret firegnſpid, and blown 
By fate, which wanting hopes do feed upon, 
Works on the very ſl deans aces torment 
The untverſe of man : which being ſpent 
And waſted in the confli8,often ſhrinks 
Beneath the burthen : and ſo conquer dyfanks © 
* All which your poor Parthenia knew too well, 
Whoſe bed-rid hopes, not having power to quell 
Th':mperious fury of extreame deſpair, 
She languiſht: and not able to comtratre 
The will of her UiRorions paſs:0n 3 cryed, 
My deareſt Argalus farewel,and died 8 
My Lord, not foe before ber lateſt breath 
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Had freely paid the full arrears to death, 
She call d me to her ;, Is her dying hand 

She ſtrained mine,whillt tn her eyes ajd fland. 
A ſhowre of tears, unwept, and in mine ear 


, She whiſper d ſo,as all the room meght hear : 


Sifter ({aid ſhe) ( That title paſt betweene us 
Not undeſerv'd 5 for, all that ere had ſeen as . 
AMifiook us ſo, at leaſt the lateſt ſand 
Of my ſpent hower-glaſſe is wow at band : 

T hoſe joyes,which heaven appornted out for me, 
T here bequeath to be poſſeſt by. thee > 


% 


And when ſweet death (hall clarifie my thoy bw 


And drain them from the dxegs of all my faults, 
Enjoy them thou,wherenath Cherng ſa refin'd 


From all their droſſe)full fraqght thy coſtant mind: 


And let thy proſp "rows voyage be adareſt 
To the faty port of Axgalus bes breſis 
As whom the eye of noon a4d ne'r diſcover 
So loyal, ſo renown aſa rare a lever 5 

Caſt anchor there 5 for by his dyzng breath, 


Nothing can pleaſe my ſoule moze, after death, 


eAud make my joyes move perfeh, then to ſ:e 

A marriage twixt-my Argalus andthee 5 
This Ring the pledg betwaxt his heart and me, - 
As freely as be que me, 1 make thine : 

mh it upto thy fartbfull heart I tender 

Ay ſacred vows : mpth-i4 1 here ſurrender 

All right and title that-T had or have 

1n ſl ut, a bleſſing,as I now-muſp leave; 


Go to htm,and conjure biminmy name, 
what love be bare ty mes the very ſame | 
That he transfer ogtbee © take 39 demaal, 


which 
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which granted, live thou happy,conſtant, loyal 3 
And as ſhe ſpake that word, her woice aid alter ;, 
Her breath grew coldher ſpeech began to faulter > 
Fain would ſhe utter morebut her Frem tongue 
(Not able to goe further)faiF d,and clung 
To her dry roofe. eA while, as in a trance, 
She lay,and on a ſuddatn did aduance 
Hey forced lan 1gnage to the height, and cryed, 
Farewel my deareſt Argalus, and died. 
And now, my Lord, although this office be 
Vuſutable to my ſex,and diſagree 
Too much,perchance with the too mean condition 
Of my pooyſtatezmore hike to find deriſfion 
Then ſatisfafton ; yet my gratious Lord, 
Extr ordinary merits do afford 
Extr ordinary means,and cans excuſe 
The breach of cuſtome, or the common aſe: 
' Wherefore tncited by the dear directions 
.Of dead Parthenia,by my own affeFzons, 
And by the exc lence of your high deſert, 
Lhere preſent you mith a farthfall heart, 
. A heart,to you devoted 3 which. aſſures 
[t ſelf no happineſſe,but in being yours. 
Pardon my boldyeſſe;they that ſhall reprove 
This, as a fault,reprove afault inlove': 
And why ſhould cuſtome do our Sex that wrong, 
To take away the priviledge of our tongue > + 
If nature gtue us freedome, to affeR, | 
Why then ſhould cuſtome buy us to deteft - 
The gift of nature > ſhe that 15 in parne, 
Hath a ſufficient warrant to complaine. 
Then grue me leave(my Lord)'to reinforce 
| N22 
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A uirgins ſuit, and(thiuking ne'r the worſe 
Of proffer'd love)let my defires thrive, 
eAnd freely accep;,what I ſo freely give. 
So ending, filence.did inlarge her car, 
(Prepar'd with quick attention)to hear 
His gratious words : But Argalus whole paſsion. 
Had put his amorous Courtſhip out of taſhion, 
Return'd no anſwer.till his tickling eyes 
Had given an carneſt of ſuch obſequies, 
As his adjourned ſorrow had intended 
Todo at full, and therefore recommended 
To privacy 3truegriet abhors the light ; 
Who grieves withouta witnefſle grieves aright.. 
His pasion thus ſuſpended for a while, 
(And yet not ſo, but that it did recoile 
Strong fighs)he wip'd his tear-bedewed eyes. 
And turning to the Lady, thus replies : 
Atadam, 
Your 110 leſſe rare, then.noble favors ſhow 
How much you merit, and how much I ow 
Tour great deſert, which clatms more thankfulreſſe 
Then ſuch a dearth of language can expreſſe :. 
But moſt of all, I ſtand for ever bound 
To that your goodneſſe, my Parthenia found” 
In ber d:ftreſſe, for which reſpet (zn duty 
As I am ty'a)poor Argalus ſhall repute ye 
The flower of noble curteſie,and proclaim 
Yoar high deſervings, Lady,. as Tam. 
A poor unhappy wretch,the very ſcorn 
Of all proſperity,diftreſſe;forlorn, 
V worthy the leaft favor.you can give, 
1a m- your flave,your Beadſmen will IT true ; 


J Although I ſee how much tt wou 
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But for this weighty matter you propound, 
þ G ia «rs, 

To my great happineſſe, yet Heaven knows 
"( Moſt excllent Lady) Icannot diſpoſe 
Of mine own thoughts, nor have 1 powey to do 
What elſe you needed not perſwade me to 
For truſt me,were this heart of mine, mine own, 
To carve according tomy pony none 
But you ſhould challenge it ;, but while I live, 
It is Partheniaes, ard not mine to give, 

Whereunto ſhe thus replies : Moſt noble $17, 
Death,that hath made azuorce'twixt you and her, 
Hath now returned you your heart agatne, 
DiſſolUd your vows, diſlink't that ſacred cbatn, 
which ty d your ſouls : nay more, her dying breath 
Bequeath'd your heart to me 5 which by her death. 
F grown a debt that you are bound to pay : 
Then know(my Lord)the longer you delay, 
The longor time ber ſoule 1s od 
| (And by your means)of ber defired reſt, 
Whereto the poor diſtreſſed A4rgalus 
' Paufing awhile, return'd his anſwer thus. 

Incompayable Lady, 

when firſt of all, by heavens divine diretons, 
we lou'd, we lik" t,we hnkt our dear feiene, 
And mith the ſolemn power of an oath, 
In preſence of the better Gods,we both, 
Exchang'd our hearts : in witneſſe of which thing, 
T gw: and ſhe recerUd this dear Ring, 

ich now you weare: y which ſhe did reſugne 
Her heart to me 3 for which, I gave her mine. . 
Now, Madam, by a-mutual commerce 
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My exchang dheart is not mine own, but hers : 
. which if t had the power to ſaruite, 
She being deadwhat heart have T to grue ? 
Or if that heart expired im her death , 
what heart had ſhe (poor Lad) \) to bequeath > 
Madam.inher,began my dear affetiton”, 
Ia ber it lid; tn ber it had perfetizon 
Ta ber tt joy d, althoagh but ill befriended 
By fate ; 1n ber begng, in her 1t ended. 
If Thad lov'd, if Thad only lou'd 
Partheniaes beauty, I had ſoon been mod 
.To moderate my ſorrows, and to place 
That love on you, that have Partheniacs face 5 
But'twas Parthenitacs ſelf 1 lov d,and love; 
. Which as wo t119t hath power to remove ' 
From my fixt heart ſo nothing cat! diminiſh, 
Io fortune can diſſotte,m death can finiſh. 
With mingled frowns and ſmiles ſhe thus reply'd 
Half in a rage, And muſt 1 be deny'd > 
Are theſe the noble favors I expefied > 
To finde diſgrace? and go away rejefed > 
Moſt noble Ently;1f my words (faid he) 
Sute 20t your expeFation, let them be 
Imputed to the miſery of my ſtate, 
hich makes my lips to ſpeake they knot wet what 2 
_ Miflake not him, that ovely fludies how 
With moſt advantage ſtill to hotzor you. 
Alas! what ojes IT every djd veceruve 
From fortune,'s buriediz Partheniacs grave, 
ith whom,erelong,(n0r are my hepes in vaint) _ 
.T bape ta meet. and never part againe. | 
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(16) So ſaid, with more then Eagle-winged haſt 
She flew into his boſome,and imbrac'd 
In her croſ'd arms, his ſorrow waſted was; 
Surcharg'd with joy, ſhe wept, not having power 
To ſpeak. Have you beheld an Apri/ ſhower 
Send downe her haſty bubbles,and then ſtops, 
Then ſtorms afreſh,through whole tranſparent drops, - 
The unob{cured Lamp of Heaven convayes ' 
The brighter glory of his refulgent rayes : 
Even ſo,with her bluſhing cheeks refided : . 
A mixt aſpe&, *twixt {mules and tears divided : - 
So even divided,no man could ſay,whether | 
She wept,or ſmil'd,ſhe ſmil'd and wept together z 
She held him faft,and like a fainting hee 
Whole paſsion now had licence to diſcover 
Some words : Szace then thy heart 15 not for me: - 
Take, take thy ewn Parthema(laid ſhe). 
Chear up | my Argalus,theſe mords of mine 
Are thy Partheniaes, as Parthenia'sthize ; 
Beleeve 1t(Love)theſe are not falſe alarms, 
Thou haft thize own Parthenia 1# thee arms. 

Like as a man-whoſc-hourly wants implore : 
Each meals relief,trudging from dore to dore 
Thar hears no diale& from churliſh lips, 
But news of Beadles,and their torturing whips, 
Takes up(perchance) ſome unexpected treafure, - 
New lolt ; departs,and joyfull beyond meaſure, - 
Is ſo tranſported, that he ſcarce belceves 
So great a truth, and what-his cye perceives, Not 
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Notdaring truſt, but fears it is ſome viſion, 
Or flattering dream,deſerving bur derifion ; 
So Argalus amazed at the news 

Fain would belecvc,but daring not abuſe 
His eaſie faith roo ſoon ; for fear his heart 
Should ſurfeit on conceir, he did impart 
The truth unto his-fancy by degrees : 
Where ſtop't by palsion, falling on his knegs, 
He thus began  O you eteriall powers, 

That have the gutdance of theſe ſouls of ours, 
who by your br prerogatiue can do 


what ts a ſin for man to drve into : 

Whoſe undiſcover'd attons are too hi gh 

For thought : too deep for mans tinquire : why > 
Delude ,0t theſe.mine eyes with the falſe ſhow 
Of ſuch a joy, .as I muſt uever know 


But tn.a dream ; or 1f & dream it be, 

O let me never wake aparne, to ſee 

My ſelf deceti/d,that am ordain'd t' emoy 

A real grief, and but a-dreaming joy. 

Much more he ſpake to this effe&, which ended, 
He bleſt himſelt,and (with a ſigh) unbended 
His aking knees ; and riſing from the ground, 
He caſt his rouling eyes about,and found 

The room avoided,and himſelf alone ; 

The door half clos'd, and his Parthenia gone, 
His new diſtemper'd paſsion grew extreame : 
 Tknew,-1 knew,(ſaid he) 'twas but a dream 5 

A minuts yoy,a fleſh, a flattering bubble 

Blown by the fancy, full of pleaſing trouble , 

which waking breaks,and emptzes into air, 

And reaths into my ſoul a freſh deſpair, 
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I knew it was nothing but a golden dream, 
which(waking )makes my wants the more extream: 
I knew 'twas nothing but a dreaming joy, 

A bliſs which(waking) I ſhould ne'r enjoy. 

My dear Parthenia tell me, where, O where 

Art thoa, that ſo deludeſt mine eye,mine ear ? 

O that my weakned fancy had the might 

To repreſent nato my real eght 

whas my decerved eyes beheld, that 1 

Might ſurfeit with exceſſe of joy, and ate. 


With that, the fair Parthenta(whole delire - 


. Was all this while,by fire, ro draw out fire; 

. Andby a well adviſed courſe to {mother 

The fury of one paſsion with another) 

Stept in, and ſaid, Thez Argalus take thou 

Thy true Parthenia : thou dream'ſt not now ; 

Behold this Ring whoſe Motto does impart 

\ The conſtancy of our diuided heart : 

Behold theſe eyes,that for thy ſake have vented 

A world of tears,unptti d;unlamented : 

Behold this face,that hadof late,the power 

To curſe all beauty, yet it ſelf ſecare : 

Witneſſe that Tapor,whoſe prophetick ſnuff 

Vas outed and reurued with one puff : 

And that my words may whet thy dull behef, 

'Twas I, that roar'd beneath the ſcourge of grief, 

Vihea thou didft curſe the darkneſſesfor concealing 

My face; and then the Tapor for revealing 

So foul a face ; "twas I, that, overcome + 

VVih violent deſparrſiood deaf and dumb 

To all thy urg d perſwaſtons : tt was I, 

That in thy abſence, aid reſolve to ate 
0) , 
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- A mandring Pilgrim, truſting to be led 

By fortune, to my Death ; and therefore fled. 

But ſee | the powers above can worke thetr ends, 

In ſpight of mortals : and what man intenas, 

The Heavens diſpoſe,and order the event : 

For when my thoughts were deſperately beat 

To mine own rute, I was led by fate 

(Through dangers,now too tedious to relate ) : 

To fair Queene Hellens Court, not knowing whither 

My unaduiſed ſteps were guided. Thither 

My Genus brought me ;, where,unknown to any, 

I mourn'd tn ſilence, though obſer d by many : 

RelieVd by none ; at length they did acquarnt 

The fair Queene Hellene with my ſtrange complaint 5 

whoſe noble heart did truely ſympathize 

with mine,partaking 112 my miſerees : 

Who fill'd with pity;ſtrongly did emportune 

The wofull cauſe of my 4 aftrous fortune, 

And never refted till ſhe did enforce | 

Theſe lips t acquairt her with the whole diſcourſe; 

which done, her gratious pleaſure did command _ - 

Her own Chirurgeon, to whoſe Skilfull hand 

She left my foul diſeaſe, who #3 the ſpace 

Of twice ten dayes, reſtor d me to thes face : 

The cure perfetied, ſtvazgbt ſhe ſent about 

(tthout my knowledg )to enquire out 

That party, for whoſe ſake I was contented 

T”* endure ſuch grief with patience, wnrepented:; 

Hoping(ſince by her means,aud help of art 

My face was cur 'dYeven fo to cure my beart. 

But when the welcome meſſenger returu'd 

The place of thy bode,,O-how my ſpirits burn'd 
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Ot Natures ſecret working,ſtrives as much 
To be attracted, till they joyn and touch 3 
Even <o theſe greedy lovers mcet, and charms 
Each other ſtrongly in cach others arms ; 
Even ſo they meet ; and with unbounded meaſure 
Of true content, and time-beguiling pleaſure 
Enjoy cach othcr with a world of kiſſes, 
Scaling the Patcnt of true worldly blifles ; 
Where for a while I leave them to receive, 
What pleaſures new-met Lovers uſe to have. 
Readers forbcar, and let no wanton cye 
Abuſe our Scene : Let not the ſtander by 
. Corrupt our lines,or make an obſcean gloſs 
Upon our ſober text,and mixe hisdrols 
With our refined Gold,extracting ſowre 
From {ſweet 3 and poyſon from fo fair a flowre. 
Corrcct your wandring thoughts, and do not fear 
To think the beſt : Here is no Tarqurze here, - 
No luſttul,no-tnſatiate Meſſalene, 
Who thought. it gaine {ufhicient to reſign 
An age of honor, for a night of pleaſure ; 
Whole ſtrength ro endure luſt, was the juſt meaſure 
Of her aduſt deſire : Ye need not fear 
Our private lovers, who eſteem lcfſe dear 
Their Jives then honors, daring not to doe 
But what,unſhanrd, the Sun may pry into. 
It any itching cars defire toknow 
What ſecret contrence paſt betwixt theſe two, 
Tothem my muſe thus anſwers : when your caſe 
Shall prove the like,lhe wills you to embrace 
True honour,as theſe noble Lovers dtd, 
And you ſhall know ;, Till then you are forbid 
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Toenquire further : Onely this ſhe pleaſes 

To ket you underſtand, that loves diſcaſes 

Being throughly cured by their meeting, they 
Have once again prefixt a Marriage day ; 

W hich that it might ſucceed with fairer fortune, 
| Readersſhe moves your pleaſures to importune 
The berter gods, That they would pleaſe t appay 
Their griefes with joy,and ſmile upon that day. 
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AJ ſturdy Marches ſtorms are overblown, 
\y And Aprils gentle ſhowres are fliden down, 
To cloſe the wind-cnapt Earth,fucceeding Hay 
Enters her mouth,whoſe carly breaking.day 

Calls Ladies from their cafie beds to view 

. Sweet eMarn's pride,and the diſcolour'd hiew 

Of dewy-breſted Flora, in herbower, 

Where every hand hath leave-to pick the flower 

Her fancy likes z whcrewith to be poſleſt, 

Untill it tade,and wither 1n her breſt. 

Now {mooth-tac'd Neptune, with his gladder ſmies 
Vilits the banks of his beloved 7les ; 

Evlus calls in the winds,and bids them hold 


Their ful-mouth'd blaſts,that breathleſs are controld.' 
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Each one retires, and ſhrinks into his ſcat, 


And Sca-green Tr:t0% founds a ſhrill retrear: 

And thus ar length, our P:zace is paſt ore 

The bar,zand rides before the Marden-torre. 
Up,now 1n carneſt(voyagers)and ſtand ye 

On your taint legs. Our Log boa: ſtraight ſhall land ye, 

Forget your travels now,and lead your cycs 

From your paſt dangers,to your preſent prizc: |, 

You traffick not for toyes : The gods have fer 

No other price to things of price, but ſweat. 

Chear up; call hoine your Hearts, and be advis'd, 

Goods eas'ly purchas'd,are as cas'ly priz'd : 

You traffick not for trifles, and your travel 

Was not to compaſle the almighty grave! 

Ot tht 1zdran Mznes, to ballaſt your eſtatcs ; 

"Twas not for blaſts of Hoxor, whoſe poor dates 

Depend on regal ſmiles, and have no mea{ures, 

But Monarch's wlls,expiring with their pleaſures : 

"T was not to conquer ll mor obtain 

The dangerous title of a Soverazgs : | 

Theſe are poor things.: It is but falſe diſcretion 

To toyl, where hopes are ſweeter then poſlcſlion : 

No, we are bound upon more brave adventures, 

True Honor, Vertue, Beauty, are the Centers 

To which we point, whereto our thoughts do tend ; 

And Heaven hath brought our voyage ro an end. 
Hail noble Argalss 5 now the Cockboat ſtands 

Secure, ficp forth 5 ſpread forth thy widened hands, 

And take thy faireſt Brzde into thine arms : 

Strike up(brave ſpirit)Cwprds freſh alarms 

Upon her melting lips : Take Toll, before 

Thou ſet her dainty foot upon the ſhore ; 
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So let her ſlide upon thy gentle breſt, 


And feele the ground : Then lead her to her reſt, 


Go Imps of honor, let the morning Sun 
G1ld your delights, and ſpend Th, devo upon 


Your matriage Triumphs ; let his Weſtern light 


Decline apace,and make an carly night, 

Go, Tartles,go, let treble joyes betide 

The fairchfull Bridegroom,and his faireſt bride : 

Let your own vertues light you toyour reſt ; 

To morrow come we to your nuptiall feaſt. 
By this the curl'd pate Waggozer of heaven 

Had finiſht his diurnall courſe, and driven 

His panting Steeds a down the weſtern þzll, 

When filver Cythza, riſing to fulfill 

Her nightly courſe, lets fall an evening tear, 

To ſee her brother leave the Hemiſphere, 

Which by the air diſpers'd,is early found 

(And call'd a pearly dew)upon the ground: 

Still as the night, no language did moleſt 

The waking car 3 all mortalls were at reſt : 

No breath of wind had power to provoke 

The Aſpine-leaf, or urge th'aſpiring ſmoke ; 

Sweet was the air,and clear; no Star was hid 5 

No envious cloud was ftirring, to forbid 

The wilde Aftronomer to gaze and look 

Into the ſecrets of his fpangled book ; 

Whilſt round abour,in each reſounding grove, 

(As if the Choriſters of night had ſtrove 

Texcel)the warbling philomete compares 

- And vies by turns her Polypholzan airs. 


And now the horn-mouth'd Belmaz of the night 


Had ſent his midnighr-ſfummons to invite 


Nights 
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Nights ravenous rebels from their ſecret holds 
To rome and viſit the ſccurer folds 8 
Whil't drouzy Morpheus with his leaden keyes 
Locks up the fhepherds eye-lids,and betrayes 
The ſcarcer'd flocks ; which lie like ſacrifices 
Expc&ing fire when the Sun-god riſes. 

By this the pale-fac'd Empreſſe of the night 
Had re-{urrendred up her borrowed light, 
And to the lower world ſhe now retires, 
Atrended with her train of leſſer fires, 
Andearly H-ſper ſhoots his golden head, 

To uſher T:tax from his purple bed ; 

The gray-cy'd Jazztor docs now begin 


'To open his Eaſtern portals, and ler in 


The new born day ; who having lately hurld 
The ſhades of night into the lower world, 
The dewy cheek'd Aurora docs unfold 
Her purple curtains, all befring'd with Gold; 
And from the pillow of his Crgcean bed, - 
Don Phebus rouzes his refulgent head ; 
That with his all-diſcerning eye ſurvaycs 
And gilds the mountains with his morning raycs. 
Now,now the waketul Br:degroom (whole laſt night 
Had made her ſhades, too longYlalutes the lighr, 
Salutes the welcome light,which now,at length, 
Shall crown his heart with joycs,beyond the ſtrength 
Of mortall language, whoſe religious fires 
Shall light thoſe Lovers to their wiſht deſires, 

Up Argalus,and d'on thy Nuprial weeds, 
T' enjoy that joy,from whence all joy proceeds : 
Enter thoſe joyes,from whence all joy proceeds: 
Up Argalas, and d'on thy nuptial weeds, 


: And 
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And thou tyir &/:i4e, more beauteous then the day, 
Thy dayts cone,and Hymez calls away 3 
Awake and rouze thee from thy downy {lumber : 
Thy Day is come : O may thy joyes out number 
Thy minutes that are paſt,and do enſue; 
Ariſc,and-bid thy Maiden bed adicu 
Pur on thy Nupriall robes,time calls away; 
Omay thy after days belike this day. 


(17) By this,bright Ph#bas with redoubled glory, 
Had halfe way mounted to the higheftſtory 
'Of his Olz:nprck palace : there to ſee 
This long expected dayes folemnity : 
Vhen all on ſudden,there was heard (around 
| From every quarter)the Majeſticke ſound 
Of many Trumpets : all, in conſort running 
One point of War,tranicending far the cunning 


.. Of mortal blaſts 3 and, what did feemmore ſtrange, 


The ſhrill-mouth'd muſick did-as{udden change 

To Doricke ſtrains, to ſweet mollitious airs, 

To Lyrick ſongs,and voices like to theirs 

That charm'd YVhſſes : whilſt th'amazedear 

Stood raviſht ar theſe changes, it might hear 

Thoſe voices, (by degrees) tranſform'd to Lutes, 

To Shalms,deepe throated Sackbuts, and to Flutes, 

And eccho-forcing cornets ; which ſurpaſt 

 Theartof man: this Harmony did laſt 

Vnril the br:degroom came : but all men wondred 

To hear the noyſe: Some thought the Heavens had 

Toa new tune ; and ſome more wiſer cars (thundred 
| P Conceiv'd 


——— 
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Conceiv'd it was the Muſick of the Sphears : 

All wondred,all men gaz'd,and all could hear 

But none knew whence the Muſick was,or where, 

Forthwith,as if a ſecond Su had roſc, 

And ftrove with greater brightneſle to depoſe 
The glory of the firſt, rhe B-:Jegroom came, 

Uther'd along with Eagle-winged fame, 

Whoſe twice five hundred mouths did at one blaſt 

Inſpire a thouſand Trampets,as he paſt: 

Nis Nuptial veſture was of Scarlet d&e, 

So deep,as it would dazle a weak eye- 

To gaze upon't ; to which, the curious Art 

Of the laborious Needle did impart 

So great a glory,that you might behold 

A riſing $4z,imboſt with pureſt Gold : 

From whence ten thouſand trazls of gold came down 
In waving points, like Suz-beams from that Sun ; 
Thus from his chamber 'midft the vulgar croud 
(Like Titan breaking through a gloomy cloud) 
The long expected Bridproom came,and paſt 
Th'amazed mukitude., rill,at the/laſt; 

His Herald brought him tothe Hall of ftate, - 
Where all th' Arcauign Nobles did await 

To welcome. his approach,and to diſcharge 

The lower volley of their joyes at large : © 

The Hall was ſpatious,lightſome,and.befirow'd 

With Flors's wealth;(a bounty that ſhe ow'd. 

This gloriqus feaſt)the walls were richly clad 

Wirth curious Taptry,(ſuch as Greece ne'r had. 

Before that day wherein you might behold, _ - 
Wrought to the life,in colour 'd filk and Gold, a 
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This preſent ſtory of theſe peerlcfſe Lovers, 
Which like a f11ent Chronicle,diſcovers 

The ſeverall _—_ that did befall 

'Twixt their firſt meeting, and their Nuptial, 
Devis'd and wrought by Virgins born in Greece, 
Preſented to this 7 r:umphgas a Peece 

Devotcd to the memory and fame 

Of Argalus, and his Farthertaes name ; 

No ſooner was the Ceremony ended 
(Whercin each noble ſpirit more contended 
T* expreſſe affeCtion, then affe& the expreſſion | 
Of courtly Rhet'rickin a bare profcſsion 

Of airy friend{hip)but a ſuddain ſhout + 

Of rudely-nungled voices flew throughout 
The ſpatious Caftle,which contus'dly cry'd, 

Joy to Parthenta,to the fatreſt Brede, 

Forthwith(as 1t that heaven had broken looſe. 
And Deztzes had meant to enterpoſc 

Their heavenly bodies, with the mortal tribe 
Of men ; or elle, intending to aſcribe 

Their pers'nal honor to this Nuptiall ) 

In more then princely ſtate,enters the hat? 

A glorious ſhew of Ladies, all array'd 

In rare and coſtly robes,and richly. laid 

With Gems unvalued ; and cach Lady wore - 
A ſcarfe upon her arm,embroidred ore 


With Gold and Pearl; thus hand in hand they paſt 


Into the Hall,but oft their eyes did caft 


A backward lookz,as if their thoughts did minde, 


Some greater glory,comming on behinde : 
Next after them, came in the Yirgin Crew 
Inmilke white robes Virgins that never knew 

v P 2 ; 


_' Avrgalus and Parthenie. | Book. II: 


_— 


The ſacred jayſt'ries of the marriage bed, 
Nor,finding trouble in a Maraenbead 
Ere lent a rnought to nuprial joyes till now )* 
Thus paſt theſe buds of nature,two by two, . 
Their long.disſhevelled trefles dangled down: 
With careleflc Art, and on each head a crown: 
Of Golden Lawrel ſtood: their-faces ſhrowded 
Beneath a vail, ſeem'd as the ſtars were clouded. . 
Have ye beheld in froſty Winters even, 
Whenall the leſſer-twinkling Lamps of Heaven 
Are fully kindlted, . how the ruddy. face. 
Of riſing Cynthia looks > with what a grace- 
She views the throne of darkneſle, and aſpires 
'Th' Olympick brow, amidſt the ſmaller fires > 
So after all theſe ſparks of beauty.came. 
(They were but ſparks to-\uch a glorious flame). 
The Ho Parthenia : Thus the roſe-cheek'd Bride 
Enters the room ; a milke-white vazl did hide 
Her bluſtung face, which ne'rthelefle diſcloſes 
Some glimps of red, like.Lawz ore-ſpreading Ryfes 3 - 
"Thus entred ſhe, The Garments that ſhe wore 
VVere made of purpie filke, beſpangled ore 
VVith Stars of pureſt Gold,and round abour 
Each ſeverall Star went, winding in and out, 
A trail of Ortent Pearl, ſo rarely wrought, | 
Thatas the garments mov'd,you would have thought 
The Stars had twinkled ; her disſhevelled hair. 
Hung down behind,as if the onely care 
Had been to reconcile zegle# and art, 
Hung looſely down;and vail'd the backer part 
| Of thoſe her Sky-reſembling Robes 3 bur ſo, 
That every breath would wave it to and fro, : 
by tke 
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Like flying clouds, through which you might diſcover 
Sometimes one glim'ring Star, ſometimes another : : 
Thus on ſhe went ; her ample train ſupported 

By thrice three Virgins,evenly ſiz'd and ſorted 

In purple robes : forthwith, the Bride-groom riſcs 

From off his chair ; bows down and facrifices - 

The peacecfull offcring of a morning kiſle. 

Upon her lips : To ſuch a Saint as thzs, 

O, what rebellious heart could chuſe but boy, 

And offer freely the perpetual vow 
Of chorce obeatense > 

With that, each Noble moves him from his place, 

And with a poſture,full of princely grace, 

Salutes the lovely bride,with words,expreſling 
. The joyfull model of a Kingdomes bleting 
But hark! The Hymenean Trumpet ſends 

Her lateſt ſummons forth : Hymez attends 
The noble pair,and is prepar'd to yoke 
Their promis'd hands ; the ſacred Altars ſmoke 
With Myrrh and Frankinſence, the wayes are ſftrow d 
_ With Flora's pride; and the expefting crowd 
Have throng'd the ſtreets, and every greedy eye 
Attends to ce the Triumph paſſing by. 
At length the gates flew open : on this faſhion | 

Began the-triumph : firſt a Proclamation 
Was made, with a loud voice : If azy be - 

' Or Lord, or Knight,or whatſoer degree, 
. Profeſſiag Arms or Honor an the Land, 
That at this time can challenge or pretend 
A title to Partheniaes heart, or claim 
A right,or intereſt tz her love or name ;, 
Let bim come forth in perſon , or appear 

By noble Proxygf not preſent bere : - And 
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And by the exclent honor ef a Kitgbt, 

He ſhall recerve ſuch honorable right 

As the juſt ſword can give 5 let him now come 
And ſpeak,or elſe,for ever more be dumb. 

Thrice was it read ; which done, forthwith there 
Truc honors Eagle winged Herald, Fame; (came 
Sounding a filver Trump ; and as ſhe paſt | 
She ſhook the earths foundation, wirh her blaſt : 

Next after whom in undiſſembled ſtate 
The Bridegroom came : on his right hand did waite 
The god o war in martial robes of green, 

All ſtain'd with — hearts,as they had been 
But newly wounded,and from every wound 
Freſh blood did ſeem to trickle on the ground : 
And as the garments mov'd,each dying heart 
Would ſeem to pant a while,and then depart : 
Upon the Bredegrooms left hand there attended 
Heavens Purſivant, whoſe brawny arms exrendgd 


- A wingedCadace he had ſcarce the might 


Before cach Knight his warlicke Shield and Lance. 


To curb his feet : his feet were wing'd for flight : 
Above his head their hands did joyntly hold 

A Crimſon Cazopy emboſt with f3old. | 
Next them, twice twenty famous Nobles follow'd, 
Brave men at arms, whoſe names the world had hal- 
For rare exploits,and twice as many Knights, (low'd 
Whoſe bloods had ranſom'd,and redcem'd the rights 
Of wronged Ladies : Theſe were all aray'd 

In robes of Needle-worke, ſo rarely made, 

That he which ſees them,thinks he doth behold 
Armors of ſteel, fair filletted with Golds 

And as they marcht, their $quires did advance 


And 
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And after theſe, the Princely Virgin Bride 

On whom all eyes were faſtned, did divide 
Her gentle paces,being lead between. 
Two Godeſſes,the one aray'd in green, 
On which the curious needle undertook 
To make a forreſt : here, a bubling brooke 
Divides two thickets : through the which doth flie 
The ſingle Deer,before the deep mouth'd cry 

That closely follows:there, th'affrighted Herd 
Stands trembling at the muſick, and afear'd 

Ot every ſhadow,gazes to and fro, 

Not knowing where to ſtay, or where to goe ; 
Wherezin a Landskip, you may ee the Faures 
Following their crying mothers ore the Law, : 
The other was in robes,the purer die 
Whereof did repreſent the mid-day skic 
Full of lack clouds; through which, the glorious beams 
Of the victorious Sx appears,and ſeems 
As 'twere to ſcatter; —_ length, ro ſhed 
His brighter glory,on a fruitfull bed | 
Of noitome weeds, from whence you might diſcerne 
A thouſand painful bees extra& and earn 
Their ſweet proviſion : and, with laden thighs - ' 
To bear the waxy burthens : On this wiſe 
The princely Bride was led betwixt theſe two, 
The firſt, was ſhe,that on 4H#eops brow 
Reveng'd her naked chaſtity : the orher - 
Was ſhe, to whom Joves pregnant brain was mother 
Through Yulcars help ; and theſe did joyntly hold 
Upon her head a Corazet of Gold : | 
Whole train D/ana's Virgin-crew.,all crown'd 
With Golden wreaths, 5 rh from the _ 
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Next after her, upon the triumph waited 

An order, by Dana new created, 

And ſtyl'd; The Ladtes of the Maidenhead, 

In white,wrought here and there with {pots of red, 
And every ſpot appcared as a ſtain 

Of lovers blood, whom their coy hearts had ſlain:: | 
Rankt three and three,and on each head a Crown 
Of Przzreroſes, and Roſes not yet blown, 

Next whom,the Beauties of th' Arcadian: Court 
March'd two and two, whoſe glory came not ſhort 
Of what tl'unlimited and ſtudied art 
Of glory-vying Ladics could impart 
To tuch ſolemnities, where every one 

- Strove to excel,;and to b'excell'd of none. 

Thus came they to the Temple,where attended 
The ſacred Pr:eſts,whole voices recommended 
The days fuccets to heaven,and did divide 
A bleſsing 'twixt the bridegroom, and the bride; 
Which done,and after low obeiſance made, 

The firſt(while all the reſt kept ſilence) ſaid : 
welcome to Juno's young Courts : Draw neer : 

Vaſpotted Lovers,welcome : ao n0t fear 

To touch this holy ground ; paſs on ſecure: 

Our gates ſtand open to ſuch men} are : 

Our gratious Goddefle grants your eſt res, 

Ant hath accepted of thoſe holy fires 

we offer d 13: your name,and takes a pleaſure 

To ſmell your Incenſe,sn ſo great a meaſure 

Of true delight, that we fa Wy 20 ſays | 

She crowns your Vows, and ſmiles upon this day. 

So ſaid, they bowed to theground,and bleſt 
Themſelves ; that done, they fingled from the reſt 


The 
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The noble Br:degroom, and his Prencely Bride, 
And ſaid,Our grattous Godd:ſſe be ouy guide, 
As we are yours : And as they ſpake that word, 
Theirwell tun'd voices fwcetly did accord 
With «ſick from the Altar : as a long 
They paſt, they gently warbled out this ſong: 
Hus iz pomp and preftly pride, 
To glorious Funo's Altar gowes 
Thus to Juno's Altar ſhow we 5 
The noble Bridegroom and his Bride: 
Let Juno's hourly bleſſings ſend ye 
As much joy as canattendye. 


May theſe Lovers never want 
True poyes, nor ever beg in Vain 
 Thetr Sar deſires ; but obtain 
What they can wiſh, or ſhe can grant ; 
Let Juno's hourly bleſſing ſend ye 
As muchjoy as can attend ye, 


From ſatiety, from ſtrife, 
From Jealouſie, domeſtick jars, 
From thoſe blows, that leave no ſcars, 
Juno prote# your marriage life, 
Let Juno's hourly bleſſing ſend ye 
As much Joy as can attend ye. 


Thus to Hymens ſacred bands, 
we commend your chaſte deſerts, 
That as Juno l:k't your hearts, 

Sobe would pleaſe to joyn your hands 
And let Loth thety bleſſings ſend ye 

As much joy as cag attend ye. 
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No ſooner was this Nuptial Carol ended, 
But bowing to the ground, they recommended 
This princely pair(both proftrate on the floore) 
And with their hands preſented them before 
The ſacred Altar,whereunto they brought 
Two milk-white Turtles 5 and with prayers beſought, 
Thar Juzo's laſting favors would deicend, 
And make their pleaſures, pleaſures without end. 
With that a horrid crack of dreadfull thunder, 

Poſfeſt cach trembling heart with fear and wonder, 
The rafters of the holy Temples ſhooke, 
As if accurſed Archimago's book | 
(That curſed Legion Jhad bcen newly read : 
The ground did tremblc,and a muſt ore-ſpread 
The darkned Altar. 
At length, deep ſilence did poſſeſſe and fill 
The ſpatious Temple : all was whiſt and fill,” 
When,from the cloudy Altar,brake the ſound 
Of heavenly Xſick, ſuch as would confound 
With death, or raviſhmentr, the carth-bred car, 
Had not the Goddeſſe given it ſtrength to bear 
So ſtrong a rapture. As the. Huſickended, 
The mitt on ſudden vaniſht, and aſcended 

| From whence it came. The Altar did appear, 
And aſhes lying,where the Turtles were : 
Neer which,great Hymez ſtood,not ſeen before ; 
His purple Maztle was imbroidred ore (behold 
With Crowss of Thoxz, 'mongſt which you might 
Some,here and there,(bur very few)of gold ; 
Upon each little ſpace, that 41d divide 
The ſeverall crowns, a Gordian knot was tide 5 R 


And turning to the Prjeft he thus began : 
ET * What 
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what mean theſe fumes > Say, what hath mortal man 
Todo with us > what great requeſt > what ſutt 
Does pow attend us, that they thus ſalute 
Our naſtrils,with ſuch acceptable ſavors > 
Tell us,wherein do they tmplore the favors 
. Of the pleas'd gods 2for by the eternall throne 
And Majeſty of Heaven, it ſhall be done 
Whereto,with bended knees, they thus-replide ; 
Great god, this noble Bridegroom, and this Bride 
whom wemoft bumblybere preſent before 
Great Juno's ſacred Altar, do implore 
Your gratious aid; that with your zuptiall bands 
Your grace would pleaſe to tye thety promis'd hands; 


(18) With that he ſtraight deſcends the holy ſtairs; 
And with his widened arms divides and ſhares * 
 Ancquall bleſſing 'twixt them both,and ſaid : 


NN Youth, and av. ye 
HeaVUei accepts your pied[ing fires, 
And hath —_— defires < op 
- Bythe myſtery of our power, 
Firſt, we conſecrate this hower 
. To Juno's »ame,that ſhe would bleſſe 
Our proſp'rous aftions with ſucceſſe. 
with this oyl(which we appornt 
For holy uſes)we annoys 
Your temples, and mth nuptiall bands 
Thus we firmely joyn _ p-- 
2 
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Be joyn'd for ever : and let none 
Preſume t'undo, what we have done; 
Be joy d till lawleſſe Death ſhall ſever 
Both hands and hearts : Be joyn'd for ever :- 
Eternall curſes we allot 
To thoſe, till then,ſhall looſe this knot. 
So ſaid, he bleſt them both in J«no's name, 
And from their ſight he vaniſhe in a flame : 
Thar done,they roſe,and with new fumes ſaluted. 
The ſmoaking Altar : Thrice they proſtituted 
Their bended bodies on the holy ground, 
Where, ſending forth the. well accepted found 
Of thazks and tows, from their divided heart, 
They kifle the ſacred Altar, and depart ; 
And,with the ſelt-ſame Triumph as they came, 
Return'd ; whilſt the louder Trump of Fame 
With a fullblaſt ſends forth a ſhrill rerrxear,. 
And re-condudts them to the Hall of State, 
Whoſe richly furniſht table would invite 
A bed-rid ſtomacke to an appetite, 
And make the waſtefull gluttoz that docs eat 
His unern'd dyct with lus daily ſweat, - 
Behold his-heaven in a more ample meaſure, - 
Then he had hopes to purchaſe, with the treafure 
Of his beſt faith ; ſuch were.the.dainries, ſuch . 
The viands, that I dare not think too much 
To term 1t Paradiſe, where all things did 
- Offer themſelves, and nothing was forbid : 
Soon as the Marſhal of this princely feaſt 
Had in his rightful ſeat, plac'd every guelſt,. 
Aoft harmonious rapture did confine. 
All tongues with wonder, as a thing divine... 
| | (19) Forth- 
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(19) Forthwith,with joyned hands and ſmiling 
With habits more unequal then their paces - (faces, 
A jolly pair drew near the table ; th'one 
In green : His pamper'd body had out-grown 
His {eam-ript garments, all imbroider'd ore 
With ſpreadingVines,whoſe fruitful leaves did cover 
Their ſwelling Cluſters 3 his our-ſtrutting eyes 
Star'd in his head : his dropſie ſwollen thighes 
Avagg as he went ; his purple colour'd inout 
Was deeply furniſht and enricht abour 
With Carbaxcles ; around his brows did twine 
Full laden Cluſters,raviſhe from the Yzxe. 

The other was a Lady, whom the Sun 
With his bright rayes had too much gaz'd upon, 
The colour of her {ken mantle-was ED 
Twixt green and yellow.like the fading graſs : 

On which were wrought incloſed fields of corn, 

Some reap'd,fome bound inſheaves,and ſome unſhorn: 
Well favor'd was her.count'nance,plump and round}! 
Her golden Trefles dangled.to:the —_ wy” 

Her temples bound with full ripe cars of-wheate,, 
Wreath'd like a Garlard: frequent drops of {weat 

Down from her {warthy brovvs did {lily trickle, 

And in her Sun-burnthand ſhebarea {eckle,. 

Thus uſher'd, vvith a Bag-prpeto the Table,. © + 

They both ſtood mute : Bacchus.as yet unable 

To challenge language from his breathleſſe rongue, 

Till ſmiling Ceres thus began the ſong, - | 


welcome 
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Elcome faireſt Virgin Bride, 
welcome to our jolly feaſt : 
Tajte what Ceres did provede 
For ſo fair, ſo fatr a gueſt, 

Bacch. Tafte nbat Bacchus did provide 
For ſo fair, ſo fatr a gueſt : 
welcome faireſt Virgin Bride, 
V'Velcome to our jolly feaſt, 

Chor. Oar conjoyned bounties do 
Make Mars ſmile, and Venus tco. 

Ceres. welcome zoble Bridegroom hither ; 
Worlds of bliſs, and joy attend yee : 
Freely welcome both together, 

See what Ceres bounty ſends ye. 

Bacch. Preely welcome both together, 

See what Bacchus bounty ſends ye. 
Vyelcome noble Bridegroom hither 
Vorlds of blſs, and joy attend ye. 

Chor. Our conjoyned bounties do 
Make Mars ſmile and Venus too, 

Ceres. Heye s that, whoſe ſweet variety 
Grves you pleaſure and delight; 
Atakes you full mthoat ſatiety5 
VVaſies the day, and haſtes the night. 

Bacolz. This will rowze the man of wav 
Vihen the drum ſball beat in vain, 

when bis ſpirits dyooping are, 
Thas will make them riſe again, 

Chor, Tou that joyntly do inherit 
Venus beauty, Mars his ſpirit,” 
Freely taſie.our bounty ; (0 
Mars ſhall ſmile, and Nenus toe. 
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The Song thus ended, joyning hands together, 
They bow'd and vaniſhr,none knew how,nor whither, 
To make relation of each quaint deviſe 
Thatart preſented their unwearied eyes : 
The nature of their mirth, of their diſcourſe : 
The daintics of the firſt, the ſecond courſe : 
The ſecret glances of the Bryzdegrooms eye 
On his fair Bride ; how oft ſhe bluſht, and why, 
Were but to rob the Br:degroom of his right, 
Who counts each houre 4 Sommers day till night, 
Methinks 1t grieves me, that my Pen ſhould wrong 
Poor Lovers diſappointed hopes ſo long : 
And it repents me ſo, that oftentimes 
Me thinks I could be angry with my Rimes, 
And for the cruel {ins that they commir 
In beingredious, ſome wiſh unwrit: 
Ler it ſuffice, whar glory,what delight, 
What ſtate,or what to pleaſe the appetite, 
The eye, the car, the fancy : In a word, 
What joy {o ſhort a ſeaſon could afford 
To well prepared hearts, was here expreſt 
In this our Nuptiall, this our princely feaſt, 
Thus when the board was voided,and the Sewer - + 
Had now reſign'd his office with the Ewe, 
The curious linnen gone ; and all the rights 
Perform'd;thar'long to feſtival delights : 
The light-foot Hermes enters in the Hall, 
Holds forth theCadace,and adjures them all 
To depth of {ilence 3 tells them, 'ris his taske. 
To let them kow,the gods intend a Maske, 
To grace theſe Nuptialls ; and with that he ſpred 
His air-dividing pinions and fled. LY 
en . 
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when filence thus had charmed every ear 


The Mack With wonder and attention, they might hear 
of the gods. The winged Quiriſters of i1ght, about 


In every corner,ſweetly warbling out 

Their Philomelian arrs, and milder note, 
Which nature taught them to diuade, by rote ;, 
So that the hall aid ſeem a ſhady Grove, 
wherein by turns, th* ambitious Quire ftrove 
Teexcel themſelves. 

while thus thetr ears were feeding with delight 
Vportheſe ſtrains, the Goddeſs of the night 
Enters the Scene : Her body was confin'd 
VVithin a coal-black Mantle, thorow in'd 
V'Vith ſable Furs : her Treſſes were of hiew 
Like Ebony, oz with a Pearly dew 

Hung, like a ſpiders VVeb ; ber face did ſhrowd 
A ſwarth Cn underneath a cloud 
Of black curld Cypreſle: 0n her head, ſhe wore 
A Crownof burrſht Gold, beſhaded ore 
Frith Frogs and Rory mitt : ber hand 41d bear 
A Scepter and a ſable Hemiſphere: 

She fternly ſhook her dewy locks , and brake 
 Amelancholy ſmzle, and thus beſpake ; 

Drive on, _ on; (dull VVaggozer) let flip 
Your loofer reins, and uſe thine 1dle whip, 
Thy pamper'd Steeds are purſic, drive away, 
The lower world thinks long to ſee the day : 
Darkneſſe befits us beſt ; and our delight 
Will reliſh far more ſweeter in the night : 
Approach(ye bleſſed ſhadows) and extend 
Your early jurisdiction, and befriend 
Our nightly ſports ; Approach, make no delay, 
Ix is your Queene, your ſoveraign calls away. Y/ith 


_— 
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with that, a ſudden darkneſſe fild the Hall : 
The light was baniſht, and the windows all 
So eerly clos'd their eye-lids round about, 
That day could not get in, nor darkneſſe out 3 
Thus while the. death-reſembling ſhades of might 
Had drawn their miſty Curtains 'tnixt the l:ght 
And etery darkned eye, which was deni'd 
Toſee,but that, which darkneſſe could .0t hide : 
The jealous god;fearing he knows not whom, 
(Indeed whom fears he #0t 2Yenters the roome, 
And mth hs club-foot groping tn the ſhade = 
Of rrght, he mutter'd forth theſe word, and ſatd : 
Whereis this wanton Harlot now become ? 
Is light ſo odious to her 2 or is home 
So homely in her wandring eyes, that ſhe 
Muſt ſtill be rambling, where unknown to me 
Can nothing be concluded,nothing done, 
But intermedling Yezus muſt be one ? 
Is not enough that Phebys does applaude | 
Her luſt,but muſt Nyghts goddeſſe be her baud > 
Darkneſſe be gone, thou patronefle to luſt : 
If fair means may not rid thee, fouler muſt, 
Away ; my power ſhall out-charm thy charms, 
Le find her panting in her lovers arms. 
Enter you /amplets of terreſtrial fire 
. And let your golden heads(ar leaſt)conſpire 
To counterfeit a day, and on the night 
Revenge the wrongs of Ph&#bus,with your light, 


So ſaid, the darkned Hall was garniſht round 
With lighted Tapers ; Every object found 
An eye to own it, and each eye was fill'd 

| R aith 
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VVith pleaſare 1n the otjett 1t beheld, 

AS tleſe deviſeful changes did 1nucite 
Thetr quickned fancies, with a freſh delight, 
Morpheus came 17; His dreaming pace was ſo, 
That none could ſay he mac d, be mov'd ſoſtow :- 
H:s folded arms, athwart his breſt, did kt 
A ſtur:gards knot, his nodding chin did hit 
Agaiuſt his painting boſome, as he paſt : 
And oftentimes his eyes were cloſed faſt : 
He wore acrowneof Poppy oz his head : 
And, in his hand, he bore a mace of Lead :- 
He yawned thrice, and after homage done 
To nights Llack Soveratgn, he thus begun : 


Morph . 
m—_. Great Empreſſe of the world: To whom T owe. 


My ſelf, My ſervice, my perpetual vow : 
Before the toorſtool of whoſe dreadfull throne 
The Princes of this lower world lay down 
"Their Cyowzs and Scepters ; whole victorious hand 
In twice twelve hours did conquer and command 
| This globe of Earth, your ſervant (whoſe dependance 
M Quickens his power)comes to give attendance 
| Upon the earthly ſhadows, and to ſeiſe 
| Upon theſe wearied mortalls, when you pleaſe 
Tappoint ; till then, your fervant is athand 
Toputin execution your command, pO ag 
| To whom the ſmiling Goddeſſe thus replide. | 
| The God: Morphens, our pleaſure is to ſet aſide | | 
- ok] "* This night to mirth, and time-beguiling ſports ; - 
ſreech.. Our ſlecp-reſtraining buſineſſe much imports 
| Your welcome abſence, whilſt our ears ſhall number: 
il : Theflying hours; our mirth admits no ſlumber : - R 
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The word ſcarce ended, but the Queene of Love 
Deſcended from her unſeen ſeat, above : 
I: ber fair hazd ſhe led her winged $0n, 
And lke a full-mouth'd tempeſt thus begun. 
Diſloyal Sycophant, Deaths baſtard brother, Venus 
Accurſed ſpaun, caſt from as curs'd a mother : _- 
That with thy baſe impoſtures rifleſt man | 
Of half his dayes, of half that little ſpan 
Nature hath lent his life, that with thy wiles | 
Hugg'ſt himto death, berray'ſt him with thy ſmiles, 
What mak'ſt thou here, and to-uſurp my right 
Perfidious Cattife 2 Venus day is night : 
Go to the frozen world,where mans deſire 
Is made of ice,and melts before the fire , 
Yetne'r the warmer : Go, and viſit fools, 
Or phlegmatick old age, whole ſpirit cools 
As quickly as theirbreath : Go, what have we 
 Todo(dull Morphews)with thy Mace, or thee 
As leaden as thy Mace > Tart made for nought, 
But to ſtill children, or to eaſe the thoughr 
Of brain ſick Fraztzcks .; or, with joyes, to flatter 
Poorſlumbring ſouls, which wak'd, find nofuch mat- 
Go ſ{uccour thoſe,that vent by quick retail (cer: 
Their wits, upon dear peny-worths of Ale : 
Or marrow'd Eunuchs, whole aduſt defire 
Wants means to ſlack the fury of their falſe fire : 
O that I were a Baſzlesk, that I | 
Might dart my venome, or elſe venom'd die, 
Boy, bend thy bow; and with thy forked dart,: 
Drawn to the head, thrill, thrill him to the heart : 
Let flie Deaths arrow, or if thou haſt none, 
In Deaths name fend an arrow of thine own : 
R 2 


_ 
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- Weare both wrong'd, and in the ſame degree : 

Shoot then,at once,revenge thy felt and me. 
with that tbe little angry god ard bend 

Hes ſteele bow, and 1 Deaths name dtd ſend. 

His winged meſſenger, whoſe faithfull haſte 

Diſpatcht his wefull errand 5 and ſtuck faſl 

within his pierced Liver, and did hide 

Hes ſinging feathers in-his wounded ſide, - 

Morpheus fel! down, as dead, aud oz the ground 

Lay for alittle ſeaſoa 1.4 ſwound, 


 Gaſping for breath, And lovers m_—_—_— ſay). 


Have evermore been wanton ſince that day : 
Venus was pleas'd : The goddeſſe of the night 
Grew angry ; ſhe would needs reſigne her right 
Of government, and tn af wha. wake down. . 
| Her Hemiſphere, her Scepter, and her Crown - 

D eAnd, with a dusky fog, ſhe did beſmeare 
The face of Venus, ſo:Pdher golden hats 
With her black ſhades, and with foul terms reul'd. 
Both her, her cuckold mate, and baſtard child: 
whereat the [30d of war; betng much offended, 
Forſook both ſeat and patience, and deſcended: 
Andito the world, he proffer'd to make geod - 
Fair Venus honor, with his deareſt blood : 
To whom poor Vulcan(puffine in a rage, 
To hear his well known fortune on the ſtage ) 


Scrall d my a thank ; and with his crauching knee © 


Pyofeſt true love to ſuch true friends as. be. . 

And ever fince, experience lers us know, . 

Cuckoldsare kind to ſuch as make them ſo. 
By this god Morpheus waking from his ſwound 

Begar to groan 5 and from his aking wound . - 


Drew 


—_— 
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- Drew forth the buried Ty 5 but Mars (whoſe wor 
Admits no other ſecond, but his ſword) 
Valheath'd his furious brondiron, and let flie 
eA blow at Morpheus head, which had well-me 
Clove himin twain, had not the Queene of night 
Hurl'd haſty miſts before his darkned ſight : 
So that the ſword, by a falſe guided aim | 
Struck Vulcans foot, which ever ſince was lame : 
At laft the gods came down, and thought it good 
To mp this early quarrell in the bud, * 
who fearing uproars, with a friendly cup 
Of bleft Nepenthe, took the quarrell up 
And for th offence committed, did proclaim 
T his ſentence in offended Juno's name, The (en. 
Horpheus from hence is baniſht, for this night, mnd® 
And not t'approach before the morning light : 
Mars 1s exil's for ever, as a gueſt 
Adjudg'd unfirting for a marriage feaſt, 
Gupid 15 doom'd to rome and rove about 
To the worlds end, and both his eyes put out, 
Venus is cen{ur'd to perpetuall night, 
And not(unleſlſe by ftealth)to ſee the light : 
Her chuefeſt joy to be but pleaſing folly, 
Perform'd with adreſſe,dog'd with melazcholy, 


And here the muſick did ixruite their paces 
To meaſure time, and by exchange of places 
To lead the curious beholdeys eye 
A milling captive to vartety. 

Thus, with the ſweet U1cſſitude of mirth. | 
They ſpent the time, as if that Heaven and Earth ' 
Had ftudied to pleaſe man,inſuch a meaſure, 
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That art could 10t do more t' augment their pleaſure : 
And ſo they vaniſht, 


Now Ceyes Evening bounty re-invites 
Her noble gueſts to her renew'd delights : 
And frolick Bacchas, to refreſh their touls 
With a full hand, preſents his ſwelling Bowls. 
Wine came unwiſht, like water from a ſourle.; 
And delicates were mingled with diſcourle : 
What art could do to make a welcome gueſt, 
Was liberally preſented at that feaſt, 


(20) It was no ſooner ended, but appears 
An old gray Pilgrim deeply ſtruck in years, 
In tatter'd garments z In his wrinkled hand 
An hour-glaſſe, labouring with her lateſt ſand; 
Beneath his arm, a buffen Knapſack hung 
Stuft full of writings in an unknown tongue, 
Chronoligtes, out-dated Almanacks, 

And Patents, that had long ſurviv'd their wax : 
Unto his ſhoulders Eagle wings were joyn'd : 
His head ul thatchrt before, but bald behinde : 
And leaning on his crooked $ythe, he made . 
A little pauſe, and after that, he ſaid : 


Mortals"tis out, my glaſſe is run, 

. And wmithit the day is done: 

Dark ſhadows have expelÞ'd the light, 
And my glaſſes twrni'd for aght : 
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 TheQueene of darkneſſe bids me ſay, 
AMinth 1s fitter for the day : | 
Vpon the day, ſuch joyes attend, 
V'Vith the day ſuch joyes muſi end. 
Think not, Darkneſſe goes about, 
Like death, to puff your pleaſures ont : 
INo, n:6, ſbe'l lend you new delights, 
She hath pleaſures for the nights, 
Vihen as her ſhadows ſhall bezaght ye, 
She bath what ſhall ftill deleght ye : 
Aged Time ſhall make it known, 
She hath dazntres of her own : 
'T 1s Very late, away, away, 
Let day ſports expire with day : 
For this ttme we adjourn your feaſt : 
The Bridegroom faine would be at ref : 
And if the r44ht-paſtimes aifpleaſe ye, 
Day will quickly come, ar.deaſe ye. 
With thar., a {ſweet vermilian tin&urerſtain'd: 


The Brides fair cheeks : The-more thar ſhe reſtrain'd' 


Her bluſh, the more her diſobedient blood 

Did overflow ; as if a ſecond flood . 

Had meant to rifc, and, for a little ſpace, 

To drown that world of beauty in her face : 

She bluiſh ; (but knew not why)and like the 3407; 

She look'd moſt red, upon her going down. 
But ſee : The ſmiling Ladies do begin 

To joyn their whiſpering heads, as there had bin 

A piot of treaſon : till at length, unſ{pide, 

They ſtole away th'unwilling-willing Bride : 

Their buſie hands unrob'd her and foled 

The timorous Virgin to her Nupt/al bed, . 


By 
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(21) By this, the Nobles have recommended' — 
Their tongues to ſilence, their diſcourſe being ended, 
T hey look'd about, and thinking to have done 
Their ſervice to the Brede, the Bride was gone : 
And n ow the Bridegroom(unto whom delay | 
Seem'd worſe.then death ) could broke no longer ſtay : 
Attended by h is noble gueſts, he enters | 
That room, where th'enterchangable 1zdentures 
Of deareſt love, lay ready to be {eal'd 
With murtuall pleaſures not to be reveal'd. 

His garments grew too tedious, and their waight 
(Not able to be borne)do over-fraight | 
His weary ſhoulders : Atlas never {toopt 
Beneath a greater burthen, and not droopt: 

No help was wanting, for he did receive 
Whar ſudden aid he could expect, or have 
From ſpeedy hands, from hands that did not waſte 
The time ; unleſs(perchance)by over-haſte : 
Mean while, a dainty warbling breſt,not ſtrong, 

- As ſweet, preſents this Epithalmion ſong. 


Man of war, march bravely on, 

The field's r0t-eafie to be won: : 

There's no danger in that war, 

where lips both ſwords and bucklers are, 

Here's no cold to chill thee, 
A bed of down's thy field: 

Here's zo ſword to kill thee, 

Vileſſe thou pleaſe to yield, 
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Here ts zothing will tncumber, 
Here will be no ſcars to number. 
Theſe be wars of Cupids making, 
Theſe be wars will keepe you waking, 
Till the early breakeing day 
Call yourforces hence, away. 
Theſe be wars that make no ſpolits = 
Death here ſhoots h:s ſhafts 17 Vain : 
Though the ſouldirs get a foil, 
He will rouſe and fight again. 
Theſe be wars that neaver ceaſe, 
But coclude a mutual peace. 11M 
Let bentgn and proſp'rous ſtars, | | 
Breathe ſucceſſe upon theſe wars, | Il 
And when thrice three months be run, 
Be thou father of a ſon: 
A ſon that may derive from thee 
The honor of true merit, 
And may to ages, yet to be, Ji 
(orvey thy blood, thy ſpirit : ol | [ 
Making the glory of his fame | | TORE 
Perpetuate, and crown thy names 
And grue it life tn ſpeght of death, 
when F ame ſhall want both tramp and breath, 
Have you beheld ina fair Summers Even 
The golden headed Charioter of Heaven, 
With what a ſpeed his prouder reins do bend 
His panting horſes to their journeys end > 
How red he looks, with what a (wift carreer 
He hurries to the lower Hemiſphere 
And in a moment ſhoots his golden-head 
Upon the pillow of O—_ Thetts bed : N 
Even 


_ 
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_ Even fo the Bridegroom (whole defire had win 


$ 
More ſwift then time, {witch on with oleature)pclags 
Into his Nuptiall bed 3 and look how faſt 
The ſtooping Faulcon clips, and with what haſte 
Her talons Pre upon the timerous prey, 
Even ſo his arms(imparicnt of delay ) 
His circling arms imbrac'd his bluſhing Bride, 
While ſhe(poor ſoul)lay trembling by his ſide. 
The Deldemronta now growes weary of his gueſts 
What mirth,of late was pleaſing, now moleſts 
His tired patience : Too much {wcet offends : 
Sometimes to be forſaken of our friends, 
In Cup:ds moralls, 1s obſerv'd tobe 
The fruits of friendſhip, in the beft degree, 
And thus at laſt, the curtains being clos'd, 
They left them,cach in others arms repos'd. 
Ard here my Muſe b1ds draw our curtains too, 
Tis uit to ſee what private Lovers do, 
Reader, let rot thy thoughts grow over-rank, 
But vail thy underſtanding with a Blauk, 
Think not on what thou thin k'ſt : and, 2f thou canſt, 
Yet underſiand not what thou underſtindeſt. 
Sow z0t thy fruttfull heart with [o poor ſeeds: 
Or if, perchance(unſonn):hey ſpring like weeds, 
Ve them hike weeds, thou k;,oweſt not how to kll : 


- Slight them, and let them thrive agatrſt thy wil : 


Fiew them like euills, that Art cannot prevent, 
But ſee thou take no pleaſure 1n their ſent. 
And owe thing more : When as the morning light 
Shall bring the baſhfull Bride into thy ſight, 
Be not too cruell : Let no wanton eve + 
Diſturb, and wrong her conſcious modeſty : 
Aidif ſhe bluſh, examine not for what : 
Nay. 


—_ 
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Nay thouzh thou ſee 11( Reader ſee tt not. 

And Nall our ſtory diſcontinue here? 
Or want a period, till another yeer > 
Shall we befriend theſe Lovers,with the night, 
And leave them buried in their own delight, 
And ſo conclude > No, it ſhall ne'r be fed 
Thar marriage joys end in the marriage bed: 
Fond and adulterate is that love, which founds 
' Her happineſle on ſuch unſtable grounds: 
And, like a ſudden blaze, it never laſts, 
But,as the pleaſure waxes cold,it waſts. 

Now Argalus awakes,and now the light 
Is even as welcome to him as the night : 
His eyes are fixt upon his lovely Bride, 
Whiles ſhe lies ſweetly ſlumbring by his ſide : 
She ſleeps, he views her : Thrice his mind was bent 
To call Parthenia, and thrice it did repent : 
Sometimes his lips, with a ſtolne kiſſe would grect 
Her guiltleſſe lips : ( They ſay ſtolz goods are ſweet) 
At length, ſhe wakes, and hides her bluſhing cheeks 
In his warm boſome, where ſhe ſafely feeks 
For Sanftuary, whereunto ſhould fly 
The guilt of her prote&ed modeſty : 
He ſmiles, and whiſpers in her deafned ear; 
(romen can underſtand, and yet not bear 
| Heſpeaks,but ſhe(even whilſt his lips were breaking 
Their words)with hers,did ſtop his lips from ſpeaking. 
When thrice three Suns had now almoſt out-worn 
The rare ſolemnities that did adorn 
"Theſe Princely Nuptzalls,and had made report, 
Grow ſomthing ſparing in th* Arcad;an Court, 
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The Bridegroom whole indevours were addreſt, 
To practice what may pleaſe his fair Bride belt, 
Reſolv'd to leave Kalandezs houte, and crown. 
Parthenia ſole commandreſle of her own : 
Long was it ere Kalarders liberal ear 
Could be unlockt ;.1t had no power to hear 
The word farewel : Stil I 4rgalas intreated, 
And fram'd. excuſes 5-which he ſoon defecared.. * 
Bur as the ſtout Alcades d1d caſhiere 
One riſing head,another would appcar : 
Even ſo,whilſt his ingenious love did {mother 
One cauſe of parting,he would find an ther. 
Kalander thus at laſt,(being over-wrought 
With words, which importunity had taught 
Inexorable Argalus) was fain 
To yield, whart he fo long gain-ſa:d in vaine.. 
"Tis now concluded, Argalzs muſt go, 
But yet Kalander muſt not leave them fo : 
There is no parting, till the aged fire 
Shall warm his fingers by. Partheraaes fire, 
Partheza ſues, Kalander mult not reſt 
Till he become Parthenzaes promis'd gueſt. 
The morrow next, when Tztaxs carly ray 
Had given fair earneſt of a fairer day :. 
And,with his trembling beams, had repofleſt. 
The eyes of mortals, newly rouz'd from reſt, . 
They left Kalarders Caſtle ; and that night 
Arrzv'd they.at the Palace of delight : 
(For fo *'twas call'd)it was a goodly. ſcat,. 
Well choſen ; not. capacious, as neat : 
Yet was it large enough to entertain 
A potent Prince, with all his Princely train: 
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It ſeem'd a Center to a Parke,well ftor'd 

With Deer,whoſe well-thriven bounty did afford 

Continuall pleaſure and delight; nay, what 

That Earth calls good, this Seat afforded not > 

Th'imparticnt Faulkner here may learn to ſay 

Forgotten praycrs,and bleſſe him every day. 

The patient Angler;here, may tire his wiſh,. © 

And(if he pleaſe) may ſwear, and yer.catch fiſh. 

The ſneaking Fowler may go boldly on, 

And ne'r want ſport untill his powder's done : 

And to conclude,there was no ſtint,no meaſure 

To th'old mans profit, or the young mans pleaſure : 

- Thither this night the Nuprtiall croop is gone : 

And now Partherua's welcome to her own : 

But would you hear what entertainment paſt > 

Conceive it rather ; for my quill would waſte 

Th'unthriving ſtock of my beſpoken time, 

While ſuch free bounty cannot ſtand with rime : 

But that which muſt did ſeaſon, and imbelliſh 

Their choice delights,and gave the trueſt reliſh 

To their beſt mirth,and pleaſures, was, to {ce 

With what a ſweet conjugal harmony _ 

All things were carry'd: Every word did prove. 

To adde ſome acquuition to their love; 

So one they were, that none could juſtly ſay, 

Which of them rul'd, or whether did obey : 

He rul'd,becauſe.ſhe would obey ; and ſhe, 

In thus obeying,rul'd as well as he: 

What pleaſed him,would need no other cauſe 

To pleaſcher.too, bur onely his applauſe; . 

A happy pair,whoſe double life,bur one : 

Made one life double,and the ſingle, none. _ 
us 


Argalus and Parthenia. _ Book.111. 


Hadchang'd her ſharpned horns, for an orb of light : 


Thus when th'unconſtant Lady of the night 


Kalender(whole occaiions grew too ſtrong. 
And may not be diſpens'd withal too long) 
Takes leave,and (being equal heavy hearted 
With ſad Partherza for his haſte) departed: 
But Argalus(who never yet could one 
Himſelf with more advantage then alone ) 
And fair Parthexrza(whoſe well pleas'd detire 
Hopes nothing elſe. 1t Argalas be by her) 
Needs not the help of any to augment 

The better joyes of their retir'd content : 
Sometimes the curious Garden would invite 


| Their gentle paces to her proud delight : (pleaſure, + 


Þ 


Sometimes the well-ſtor'd Park would change their 
And tender to her view, their light-foot treaſure: 
Where th' untnoleſted Herd would ſeem to ſtand, 
And crave a death at fair Parthenzaes hand : 
Sometimes her ſteps would climb th'ambirious Tower, 
From whoſe aſpiring top they might diſcover 

A little Common-wealth of Land, which none 

But Argalus,durft challenge as his own : 

Sometimes for change of pleaſure)he would read 
Sele&ed ſtories, whilſt her ears would fced 
Upon theſe lips, and now and then a kifle 
Would interpoſe like a parertheſis, 

Betwecen their ſemicircled arms,inclos'd:: 

(O what dull ſpirits could be 1ndiſpos'd 

To read ſuch lines Jand whilſt upon the book 
His eyes were fix'd,her pleaſed eyes would look 
Vpon the gracefull Reader, and eſpie 
A ſtory,far more pleaſing, in his eye. 
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(22) Vpon a day as they were cloſely ſeated, 
Her cars attending, whilſt his lips repeated 
A ſtory,trcating the renown'd adventures 
And famous acts of great Alctdes ; enters 
A Meſſenger, whoſe countenance did bewray 
A haſte too {erious to admit delay 
His hand preſents him Letters,which did bring 
Their fcaled crrand from th* Arcadian King ; 
Wherecat Parthenza role,and ſtept aſide : 
Her thoughts were troubled 3 ever as ſhecey'd 
The meſſenger, her colour comes and goes: - 
Parthenia fears ; and yet Parthenraknows - 
Not what to fear : —_— heart knows how 
To fear an evil!;becaulc it fears to know : 
And as he read the.lines,her eye was fixt 
Upon his eye,which ſeem'd'to ſtrive betwixt 
Athouſand thwarting paſſions : Once he caſt - 
His eyes on her, and Rn ſo faſt. 
On his,he bluſhr,ſhe bluſhr;both bluſhe together, 
Becauſe they bluſhr for whatzunknown to cither. 
TheLetter being read,(and having kiſt | 
Balſius name) he ſpeedy di{miſt 
The Meſſenger, with promiſe to obcy | 
Baſilias juſt commands without delay :-- - 
That done, he took Parthezraby the hand, - - 
His dear Parthezaa, by the trembling nand : 
And to her greedy eye he ſtraight preſents 
The paper ; ballac'd with its {ad contents : 


.. Parthera 
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Parthema, with a feartull ſlowneſle took it, - 
And with a feareful haſte did over-look it : 
Her face being blanched with the pallid ſignes 
Of what ſhe fear'd too ſoon, ſhe read thele lines. 
Baſilcus Rex, 
Hereas the famous and viflorious name | 
\ Of great Amphialus, makes the trump of Fame 
Breathe nothing but his conqueſts, and renown : | 
whoſe lawleſſe atos fortune ſtrives to crown | | 
(In ſpight of juſtice)with a wiftors merit, | 
| Reſpe&1ng more the greatieſſe of hes ſpirit, 
Then juſtneſſe.of hrs cauſe ; to the diſhonor 
Of vertue,and all ſuch as watt upon her. 
And furthermore, whereas his power is known 
T oppuzn the welfare of our State axd Crown, 
with ſtrong rebellion, to the high advancement 
Of hrs diſloyal glory,and inhancement ' 
Of hzs perfidious name, the great 1ncreaſe 
Of fattons, and diſturbance of our peace ©: 
Likewiſe,whereas his high prevailing hand 
(Againſt the force whereof no fleſh can ſtand) 
C val ner be equal d yet,ymach leſſe orecome : 
But with loud triumph, ftill does carry home 
The ſpoils of our loſt honor, to the fame 
Of hes rebellious glcyy,and our ſhame : 
we therefore tn our princely care perpending 
The ſerious premiſſes, and much depending 
On your known courage have ſelefed you 
Toſtand our Champion Royall, and renew 
Our waſted honor, with your ſword and lance 
In equall Duell : Thus you foal advance 
The glorious pitch of your renowned name 
. With the brave purchaſe of eternall fame : 
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In this you ſhall revive our dying glory, | 
. And live the ſubjett of theſe azes ſtory, £0 
(which ſhall be read till time ſhall bave an end). 

And tie Baſilius your perpetual friend, 


To ur right truſty and noble 
K:uſman, Argalus. 


But as ſhe-read, her tears did trickle down 
' Upon the lines, as if they meant to drown 
Th'unwelcome meſſage,and at length ſhe ſaid, 
Ab me(my Aid was't this yow made 
Sach haſte to anſwey 2 did that anſwer need 
To be turned with ſo great a ſpeed 2 
.Can Jou, O canyou be ſo quickly won | 
To leate your poor Parthenia, and be gone> 
To whom reſolved Argalus(whole eye 
Was fixt upon his honor)made replie, 
My dear Parthenia, were xt to obtain 
| The unſumm'd wealth-of Pluto z or to gaen 
The ſoveraignty of the Earth without expence 
Of blood or ſweat,withoat the leaſt pretence 
Of danger, my amtntion would deſpiſe 
The eafte conqueſt.of ſo great a prize 
If parchas'd by thy diſcontent,or by 
The pooreſt tear that trickles from thine eye. 
But to recal my promiſe,or forſake 
That reſolution honor bids me make 
In this behalfe, or to betray that truf 
Repos'd in me, the gods would be unjuſt | 
(And not themſelues)if they ſhould but command - 
Or urge me,with an over-ſwaying band : 
T 


My 
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My dear Parthenia; Let no-falſe ſuggeſtion 
Abuſe thy paſſion ; or preſume to queſt1032 
Ay deareſt love,though honor beds us part, 


Yet hozour cannot rob thee of my heart : 


Honorthat calls me with her loud alarms 

wil bring me back with Triumph to thine arms, 
So ſaid, the ſad Paythenia(whole tears 

Are turn'd Lieutezants to her tongue)forbears 


© To tempt her language: Grrefs that are but ſmall. 


Can ſpeake, when great ones cannot vent at all : 
But tender-hearted Argalus(to whom 


Such ſilence ſpeaks too loud)forſook the room : 


And, with a breſt,as full of penſive care, 

As honor, gave dirc&ions to prepare 

His warlick Steed, his Martial attzre, 

And all things, ſuch imployment does require. 
And here, Othouythou PR Protetiveſy 

Of Lolder ſpirits,and the ſole direfireſs 4 

Of lofty flung quills, wheeh ſhall deveve 

To after ttmes,what glorsns ſwovels atchieve © 

And mak'{s the ations of beroick ſpirits 


. Perpetuate,and cromn thetr names, they merits: 


Wluſtrious Clid : aid me and zſpive 
My raged rimes, with thy drummer five : 
Teach me to raiſe my ſtyle, #ntl to attasn 
A pitch,that may tranſcend the uulpay ftrarn 1. 
Reach me a quill,rent from an Eagles wing: 
And let my 11k be blood : tht 1 may ſing 
Death to the life: let him that reads, exponnd, 
Each daſh, a ſword, anaeveryword a wound. 
By this, the Champron Royall had put on 
His Martiall weeds : but haſting ro be gone, 
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The poor Parthexia, whoſe cold fit paſt 

(Like thoſe in agues)now does burn as faſt : 

She leaves the lonely room,and comming out 
She finds her Argalus inclos'd about | 
With glittering walls of ſteel : apparell'd round 
In his bright arms(whom ſhe had rather found 
Lockt up 1n hers)and wanting nothing now 

But what her lips could not(poor foul allow 
Without a ſea of tears, her laſt farewell, 


(23) She ran unto him,wept, and weeping fcll 
Upon her knees, ſhe claſpt him by the arm, 
And looking up, ſhe thus began to charm : 

My Argalus, my Argalus, my dear : 

And wilt thou goe and leaue Parthenia here > 
wilt thou forſ ake me then > and can theſe tears 
Not intercede betmixt thy deafned ears 
And my ſad ſuit > Carft thou, O canſt thou goe 
eAnd leave thy poor diftreſt Parthenia ſo >, 
Parthenia ſues, Parthenia does zmplore, 
\ Parthenia begs, that never beg'd before: 
Remember, 0 remember you are, #0w, 
Vader the power of a ſacred Vow : £ 
Honor muſt ſtoop to vows, which once betng crackt 
Tou cannot do an honorable att : 
Thave a right unto; you are mine: 
IT have that intreſt which Ile ne'r reſigne 


Tall death : Ile newer hazard to forgo 
T2 My 


"> 


A1 4-whole eſtate of happineſſe, at one throw: 
No, 0, I will zot.: Twill hold thee faſt 
I; ſpight of Honor, and ber w1ne days blaſi 


Your former aiis have q4uen ſufficient, proofe 


To the wide world 3your Ualor's knonu enouzh 
without afarther tryal ; there's exow | 

To loſe therr l1ves(leſſe worthyYbeſades you : 
"Twas then a tame.for arms, when you had none, . 
None othey left to.venture, but your own :. 
Excuſe me then, that onely do.indevor 

To hold mine own, which now I muſt, or never ; 
Mine, mine you are, and you can undertake 

No danger, but Parthenia muſt partake : - 
Shall your Parthenia-be 1ndang red then >. 
Parthenia ſhall be preſent, even when 

The ſtrokes fall thickeſt ; and Parthenia ſhall. 
Suffer what ere to-Argalus may befall 
Parthenia,zz your greateſt parn,ſhall ſmart ; 
Tour blood ſhall trickle from Parthenia's heart. 
Can prayers obtain xoplace > by this dear hand, 
The ſacred piedge of our conjugall band, 

By all the pleaſures of our deareſt love :- 

By beaven,and all the heavenly powers above: + 
Or if thoſe motives cannot find a room... | 


Tet by the tender frut, that in my womb. 


Begins to-bud 3 or if ought elſe appear 
To thy beſt:thoughts more pretious. or.more dear, .. 
By that forſake me not, althaugh the reſt 
Prevail not, Grant this firſt, ths laſt requeſt, 
To whom the broken hearted Argalus, 


Veariedz but. not :o'rcome,. made anſwer-thus:: - 
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| My dear Parthemia : Thy deſires never | 
Gainſatd my will, till now : Do not perſever Wl fl 
To-crave that boone, I cannot grant : forbeay . | $I 
To urge me $ Reſolution hath no ear = 

weep not,(my joy)let rot theſe drops of thine 
That trickle from ſo fair ax ere diuine 

A foul ſucceſſe : Chear up; a ſmile or two 

would make me balf a conquerer, exe I go : 
Shine forth, and let no exLious cloud benight 
The glorious luſtre of ſo fair a light : 

Doubt not my life : the juſineſſe of my cauſe, 
That brings me on, will quit me mith applauſe : 
Fear not,that ſuch a bleſſingſuch a wife 

was er intended for ſo ſhort a bfe : 

Expef my ſafe return , as quick, as glorious ; 
My gentas tells'me, 1 ſhall ltue Viforious, 


So ſaid, as if that paſſion had forgot 

Her mother tongue, her tongue replied not : 
| Bur, like to one,new ſtriken with the thunder i} 

She ſtood berwixt amazement, fear and wonder : 11H 
His lips took leave, andas his arms ſurrounded | 
Her feeble walite,ſhe ſtrait fell down, and ſwounded : 
But Argalas tranſported with the tide 
And tyranny of honor, could abide 
No longer ſtay ; he truſts her tothe guard - 
Of her own woman ; left her; and repair'd | 
Unto the Camp; wherein, he ſpent fo days, 
In parley with eAmphialas ; and afſayes | —_ 
By all perſ[waſtve means, to make him yield . 
To juſt demands,and not to ſtain the field. | 
With needlefle blood : But finding him unapt_ | 

For : | 


- 


III 
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For peacetul counſel(being ſtrongly rapt 
Wirth his own fame ) and {corning to afford 
His car to any language,but the ſword, 

He ceas'd adviſe him ; and( enforc'd totry 
A rougher Dialef)wrote him this defie: 


Renown'd Amphialus, - _- 
If ſtrong perſwaſrons, backt with reaſons, could 
Reen honor d with your ear, your wiſedome would, 
In yielding to ſo fair a peace, have won 
As ample glory, as your ſword hath done 
Yow ſhould have conquer'd ſouls, where now at moſt, 
You can ſubdue but bogtes, that have loſt 
The power to reſiſt : But ſince my ſutt, © 
Sown on: ſo barrehs ſoil, can finde no fruit ; 
Recerve 4 mortall challengefrom a hand, 
Whoſe juſtice takes a glory to withſtand 
So foul a cauſe, and labors to ſubdne, 
Tour heedleſſe errors, mf :t honors you: 
Compoſe you then, to make a preparation, 
According to your noble wonted faſhion-: 
And think not ſlight of ne'r ſo weak an arm 
That (irikes,whes: juſtice ſtrikes up hey alarm, 


Arpalus) 


No ſooner had heread it,but his pen, 
With noble ſpeed, return'd theſe lines agen : 
Much more renowned Argalus, 
Your faithfull ſervant,wboſe viflorious brow 
Was never daunted yet,is daunted now 
By your brave curteſie, being ſtricken dumb 
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with your rare worth, and fairly overcome + 
Yet doubting not the juſtneſſe of my cauſe 
(That's over-ruled by the ſacred laws 

Of deareſt love)will grue my ſmord the power 
Even to maintainit, to the lateſt hour : 

I ſhall expe your comming inthe le, 
where,with a heart,(not poyſon with the bile 
Or gall of malice)with my deareſt blood, 
Your ſervant ſhall be ready to make good 
Hzs juſt deſighes * aſſured of 10 leſſe 

Then treble fameygf crowned with ſucceſſe : 
If not, there's no d:ſhonor can accrew 

Ir being conquer'd, and orecome by you.” 


' +  ___ Amphialus.. 


Soon after eArgalus, (whoſe blood did boyl 
Tobe in action)comes into the Ile, 
Cladin white Armor,gilt and ftrangely dreſt 


. With knots of womens hair, which trom his creſt 
Hung ary ny un with their bountcoustreaſure, 


Orcſpred his Cortlet in a lib'rall meaſure - 
His curious furniture was faſhion'd out, 
Like to a flying Eagle, round about 


Beſet with plumes, whoſe crooked beake(being caſt 


Into a coſtly jewel was made faſt 


To th'{addle bow : Her ſpreading train did cover 
His crooper, whilſt the trappers ſeeme to hover 


Like wings, that, to the fixt beholders eye, 
As the horle pranc'd, the Eagle ſeem'd to flic 

 Vpon his arm(his chreatning arm)ie wore 
A ſleeve, all-curiouſly imbrotdered ore 


With 


Lg 


n 
(In thoſe awe” timcs, when fortune fo berraid 
Their ſecret love, and with a ſmiling frown 
Datſht their falſe hopes)a3 copies of her own. 
V pan his ſhield(for his deviſe) he ſet 
Two neighb'ring Palms, whoſe budding branches met 
And twin'd together ; the obſcure Impreſle 
Imported this : Thas flouriſhing, as theſe : 
His Horſe was of a fiery, Sorrel, blacke 
His Main, his Feer, his Tall : on his proud backe 
A coal black Liſt : his noſtrils open wide, 
Breath'd War, before his ſparkling.eye deſcride 
An enemy to encounter ; up by turns, 
He lifts his haſty hoofs,as it he {corns | 
The carth,or if his tabring feet had found 
A way, to goe, and yet ne'r change the ground. 

By this, Amphtalus(who all this while 
Thought minurs years)was landedin-the Ite, 
In all rc{pe&s provided, to afford 
As bounteous entertainment, as the ſword 
And launce could give : andat the Trumpets ſound 
The Steeds, (that needed nota prick to wound y 
Their bleeding flanks)both ſtart,and with ſmooth run- 
Their ſtaves,declining with unſhaken cunning, (ning 
Perform'd their Maſters will, with angry ſpeed: 
But _ his well inſtruced Steed , 
' (Being, hot,and full of courage, fiercely lead 
By his owne pride)Jpreſt in his prouder head : 
The which when ſtout Amphzalas eſpide 
(Well knowing|1t unſafe to give his fide) 
Preſtlikewiſe 1n, ſo that both men and horſe, 
Shoudring cach other, with a double force 


Fell 


hs 


[4 5” 


Fell to the ground : But by accuſtomed skill, 
And help of fortunes hand,that ſuccors ſtill 

Bold ſpirits, ſhun'd the danger of the fall, 

And had (leſle fear'd rhen hurt)no harm atall : 
They roſe,drew forth their ſwords, which now begun 
To do what thetr left ſtaves had left undone. 

Have ye beheld a Leaguer > In what fort 

The deep mouth'd Cannon playes upon the Fort, 
And how by peece-mecals it doth batter down 
The yielding walls of the befieged Town > 

Even fo their (words(whole oft repeated blows 
Could find no patience yet to enterpoſe 

A breathing reſpite) with redoubled ſtrength. . 
So hew'd their proofleſſe armors, that at length 
Their failing truſt began to prove unſqund, 

And peece by peece they dropt upon the ground, 
Truſting their bodies to the bare defence 

Of vertue, and unarmed innocence : 

Such deadly blows were dealt,and ſuch requited, 
That Mars himſelf ſtood raviſht and affrighted 
To ſce the cruell Combate ; every blow 

Did a& two parts ; both ſtruck and garded too 
Ar ſelf-famec inſtant, So incomparable 

Their skiltull quicknefle was, that none was able - 
To ſay,(although their watchfull cyes attended 
The ſtrokes )who made the blow,or who defended : 
Long was it ere their equal skill and force 

Of arms could ſhew a better,or a worſe: 

Neither prevail'd as yet 5 yet both excell'd 
In not prevailing, Never eye beheld 

More equal odds : No wound as yet could ſhow 


A drop of waſted blood, yet every blow 
'F . as V oF Was 
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Was full of death : when 5&:Iful G ameſters play, 
The Chriſtmas Lox gains often more then they. 

At length the {word of Argalus(that never 
Thirſted 1o long in vaine till now ; norever 
Made victorious doubtful for ſo long a ſpace ) 
Faſtned a wound on the diſarmed face 
Of the renown'd Amphialus, wherein 
Had not his taithtull ſhield born part, and bin 
An cqual ſharer, his unequal foe 
No doubt, had ſumm'd his conqueſt in that blow : 
With that the ſtout Amphialus, whole harm 
Gave ſprightly quickneſſe to his wounded arm, 
Hphcav'd his thirſty Brondyron, and ler flic 
A down right blow 3 but with a fallihe 

| Reverſtthe ſtroke,and left a gaping wound 

In his right arm : But Argalus,that found 
Alols of blood, exchang'd his open play, 
And for his more advantage cloſcly lay 
Vpon a lowerguard ; withal expecting 
A hop'd revenge; which was not long effecting : 
For whilſt 4mphalus(whoſe hopes iwflam'd 
His tyrannous thoughts with conqueſt,and proclain'd 
Vndoubted victory) heap'd.his {trokes fo fait 
As 1t each blow had ſ{corn'd tobe the laſt. 
The watchful 4ygalus(whoſe nimble eye 
Diſpos'd his time, in onely putting by) 
Put home a thruſt, (his right foot comming in) 
And pierc'd his Navel, that the wound had bin 
No lefſe then death, if Fortwxe(that can turn 
A miſchief to advantage Jhad forborn | 
To ſhew a miracle; for with that blow 
eAmphialus laſt made, his arta had fo 


Oreſtruck 


—_— 
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Oreſtruck it ſelf : thar ſideward to the ground 
He fell; and falling,he recciv'd that wound 


Which(had he ſtood) had enter'd in, point blank, 


Bur,falling, onely graz'd upon his flank : -_ 
Being down brave A4rgalus his threatning ſword 
| Bids yield : Amphialas anſwering not a word 
(as one, whoſe mighty ſpirit did difdain 
A life of alms)bur ftriving to regain 
_ His legs,and honor, Arga/zs let drive, 
With all the ſtrength a wounded arm could give, 
Vpon his head ; bur his hurt arms(not able 
Todo him preſent ſervice,antwerable 
To his defires)let his weapon fall : 
With that Amphzalas(though daz'd aithall) 
Aroſe, but Argalas ran-in, and graſpt 


(Being clos'd together) with him, were both claſpr 


And grip'd each in th unfriendly arms of either, 
A whule they grapled, grapling tell togerher, 
And on the ground, with equal fortune ſtrove 5 
Sometimes Amphzalzs was got above, 

And ſometimes Argalzs, Both joyntly vow'd 
Revenge : both wallow'd in their mingled blood, 
Both bleeding freſh : now Aygalus bids yield 
And now Amphialus : Both would win the field, 
Yet neither could  atlaſt, by free conſent 


They roſe ; and to their breathed ſwords they meant : 


The (ombat's now renew'd,both laying on, 
As it the fight had been bur new un.: 


New wounds aſlwage the ſmarting of the old, 
And warm blood entermingles with the cold : 
But Argalus(whoſe wounded arm had loſt - 
More blood, then all = body could almoſt 

y ; 


Supply 
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Supply z-and like an unthrift,that expends 
 Solongas he hath either ſtock,or friends) - 
Bled more then his ſpent fountains could make good 3: 
His {pirit could give conrage, bur not blood. 

___ As whento wealthy Clyezts, that wax old 

In ſuit(whoſc learned Counſel can uphold, 
And egloze the caulc alike,on either. ſide) 
During the time their termiy golden tide 
Shall flow alike from both, 'tis hard to ſays 


Who proſpers beſt, or who ſhall get the Day, 
But he, whoſe water firſt ſhall ceaſe ro flow, 
And cbb {o long, till it ſhall ebb roo low,, 

His cauſe, (through richly laden to the brink. 
With right)ſhall ftrike upon the bar and ſink; 
And then an caſie Councell may unfold 
 Thedoubr; the Queſtion's ended, with the gold : 


Even ſo our.Combatants,the whilſt their blood 

Was equal ſpilt ; the cauſe ſeem'd equal good, 

The victory equal,cqual was their arms,. 

Their hopes were equal z equal was their harms. 
But when poor egalus his waſting blood 

Ebb'd-in his veins, (although it madea flood, 

A pretious flood,in che ungrarefull field, 

His cauſe, his ſtrength ( but not his heart) muſt yield : 
Thus wounded Argalas the more he fail'd, 

The more the proud Amphralus prevail'd :; 

With that, Amphialus (whoſe noble ſtrife. 

Was put to purchaſe honor, and not life) 

Perceiving what advantage, in the fight 

He gained, and the valor of the Knight, 

Became his ſuitor, that himſelf would pleaſe. 

To pity himſelf, and let the Combact ceaſe : 


Which 
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Which noble eArgalus(thar never us'd 

In honor to part ſtakes) with thanks retus'd : 
(Like.ro a lucklefle gameſter; who, the more 
He loſes, is Icfſe willing to give ore) 

And filling up his empty veins with ſpite 
Begins to {um his forces, and unite 

The broken ſtrength ; and (like a Lamp that makes 
The greatcit blaze at going out)he takes 

His {word in both his bands, and at a blow 
Cleſt armor,ſhield,and arm, almoſt in two : 
But now enrag'd Amphzalus forgets Es 
All pitty.; and truſting to his Cards; heſets 
Thar ſtock of courage, treaſur'd in his breſt, 
Making his whole eſtate of ſtrength, his Reſt : 
And vies ſuch blows, as Arg lus could not {ce 
Without his loſle of life ; to thundred he 
Upon his wounded body, that each wound 
Seem'd like an open $luce of blood, that found 


| (24) No hand to ſtop ir, till the dolefull cry 
Of a moſt beautjous Lady,(who wel-nigh 
Had run her ſelt to death )reſtrain'd his arm 
(Perchance too late)from doing further harm : 

It was the fair Partherza, who that night 
Had dream'd, ſhe ſaw her huſband in the plight 
She now.had found him : Fear and love together 
Gave herno reſt,tillrhey had brought her thither : 
The parpegter fcar did now begin 
T'expel the.tear of Nature ; ſtepping in | 
Betweene- 
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Before their blosd-bedabled fect, to {ay 

She knew not what z foras her lips would ſtrive 
To be deliver d, a deep figh would drive | 
Th'abortive iſſue of her language forth, 
Which,born untimely,perithtan the birth : 
And it her ſighs would give -her leave to vent it, 
O, then a tear woud trickle, and prevent it, 

But when the wind of her loud {ighes had laid 
The ſhowre of her tears, ſhe ſob'd and ſaid : 

O wretched eyes of mine 1 O wailful ſight | « 

O day of darkaeſſe | O eternal mrght | 

And there ſhe ſtopt; her eyes being fixt upon 
Amphzialus ; ſhe ſigh'd and thus went on : 


My Lord ; 
'Tis ſaid you love; then by that ſacred power 
Of loue,as you'd find mercy th the hour 
Of greateſt miſery,leave off 5 and ſheath 
Your bloody ſword : or elſe if ought but death, 
May ſlack your anger, O let mine, let mine 
Be a ſufficient offring at the Shrine 
Of your appeaſed thoughts, or, if thouthirſt 
For Argalus bes life, then take mine firſt : 
Or,tf for noble blood you ſeek, if ſo, 
Accept of mine 5 my vlood 1s noble too, | 
And worth the [pilltng : Even for her dear ſake, 
Your tender ſoul affe8s, awake, awake 
Tour noble mercy. Grant 1 care not whether : 
Let me de firſt ; or kill us both together. 
With that Amphialus was about to ſpeake, 
But A4rgalus(whole heart did almoſt breake 


Berweene their pointing {words, ſhe proftrate lay 


To 


E's — - 
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To hear Paythexzaes words)made this reply. 
Parthenia, aþ Parthenia, Thex muſt 

Be bought and ſold for tears > 1s my conattion 

So poor'y I cannot lite, but by Petatron > 

So faid ; He ſtept aſide(for fear, by chance, 

The fury of ſome miſguided blow may glance 

And touch Parthezza)and filFd with high diſdain, 

Would have begun the Combar freſh again : 
But now Amphralus was charm'd 3 his hand 

Had not ſufficient warrant to withſtand 

Parthezta's fuit, from whoſe fair eyes there came 

Such precious rears, in ſo belov'd a name : 

His eyes grew tender, and his melting heart 

Was overcome zhis very foul did ſmart; 

He ſtirred nor, bur kept him at a diſtance : 

And (putting by tome blows)made no reliſtance. 
But what can long endure > Lamps wanting oyl, - 

Mut out art laft, although they blaze a-while :. 

Trees wanting fap muſt wither : ſtrength and beauty 

Can claim no priviledge to quit that duty 

They ow to Tyme and Charge ; but like a Vine 

(The unſound ſupporters failing)muſtdecline : 

Poor Argalus grows faint, and muſt give ore 

To ſtrike 3 his teeble arms-can ſtrike no more x 

And naturcs pale-fac'd Baily now diftrains 

His blood, for that ſmall debr that yer remains 

Unpaid : His arm thar cannot uſe the point, . 

Now leans upon the Pomel 4 every joynt _ 

Diſclaims their idle finews 3 and his eye. 

Begins to double every objeftby 53 

Nothing appears the ſame it was; the graund, 

And all thereon does fee to dance the'rougd : 

His 
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His legs grow taint, and thinking to {it down, 


| He mitt his Chair, and fell 1ato a ſwound. 


With that Amphzalus and Parthentia ran, 
Ran in with haſte, Amphialus began 
To looſe his Helmet, whiPſt her buſte palm 
Chat'd his cold temples,and(diſtilling Balm 
Into his wounds )her haſty fingers tore 
Her linnen fleeves,and partlet that ſhe wore, 
To wipe the tcar-mixt blood away, and wrap 


His wou nds withall ; upon her panting lap . 


. That wert the preſident of all joyes, but now, 


She laid his livelefſe head,and(wanting bands 
To bind his bloody cloaths) her nimble hands 


'CAs if it were ordained for that end, . 


nd therefore made fo long)did freely rend 
Her dainty hair, by handfuls from her head 
But as ſhe wrapt the vvounds, her eyes vvould ſhed 
And wet the rags ſo much, that ſhe vvas fain 
With ſighs and fobs to-dry it up again : 
Thus half diſtraged vvith her griets and fears, 
Theſe vvords ſhe intermingles vvith her tears. 


D:ftreſſ*d Parthenia ! Into what eftate 
Hath fortune, and the direfull hand of Fate 
Drzventhy perplexed ſoul >.0 thou, O thou, 


Now turn'd th example of all miſery 
For torments, worſe then death, to prafliſe by 
How leſſe then nothing art thou > and how more 


Then miſerable | Thou that wert before 


All Ladtes of the Earth for hap prod e 
But very now;(ah me |)now nothing leſſe : 
0 angry Heavens, what hath Parthenia done, 


Book: III. | Argalus and Parthens, 


To be thus plagu'd> or why not plagu'd alone 

If guilty > what ſhall pzor Paxthenia do > 
Towhom ſhall ſhe complain > alas ! or who 
Shall give relief > Nay, who can grve reliefe 

To her that hopes for ſuccour from her grief ! 

O death | Muſt we be parted the: for ever: 
eAnd never meet again? what, never, newer ? 
Orſhall Parthenia ow be ſo unkinde, 

Toleave her Argalus,and ſtay behind > 

No, n0, my deareſt Argalus, make yoom 
(There's room enough 1# Heaven) I come, I come. 

Who ever ſaw a dying coal of fire, - 

Lurk in warm embers (ull ſome breath inſpire 
A forc'd revival )how obſcure it lies, | 
And being blown,glimmers a while and dies. 
So Argalus, to whom Parthenia's breath 

Giving new life, (a life in ſpight of death) 
Recal'd him from his death-reſembling trance, 
Who from a panting pillow did advance 

His feeble head,and looking up, he made 

Hard ſhift to force a language, and thus ſaid : 

My dear Parthenia, Now my glaſſe is ras, 

The T aper tells me that the Play 1s done, 

My dayes are ſumm*d,death ſetzes on my heart z © 
Alas | the ttme 1s come, and we muſt part : 
Yet by my better hopes grim death doth bring 
| Nogrief to Argalus, zo other ſing '_ 
But thts, that 1 muſt leave thee,even before * © 
My grateful ations can croſs the ſcore 

oft dear merits. 
| Jer buce zt pleaſes him,whoſe wiſedom fill 
Diſpoſes all things by bis "he Jeby-e 


: Depend 
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Depend upon his gaoduſe, and rely | | 
 Vpon his pleaſure wt eaquirtig why, | 
And truſt that onday wee ſhall meet, and then. 
Enjoy each other, i'r to part agen © - 
Mean while Itrve happy : Let Parthenia make - 
No doubt, but Leſſed Argalus ſball partake 
In all her jeyes os earth;which ſhall zncve aſe 
Hrs joyes in heauen,and ſouls eternall peate x. 
Love well the dear remembrance of thy tra ' 
And faithfull Argalus 3 ket #o thought renew 
My laſt dbſgrace : Thenk not the hand of Fate 
Made me unworthy, thou anfortanate 3.2 11, 
A. And as heiſpake:tharvyonp, bis lips-did-venrt ; ,, . 
_ Afigh, vyhoſe viakence bad vvell-nigh rent. 
His heart win tvvain ; and vwhen a parting kifſe 
Had given himearneſt of approaching bliſle, 
He ſnatch 'd his {yword-imeo ibis hand, and:cry ds: © 
O deatb;Fhaw art a: cenyneror 5,and dy'd. i: 1, 
_ With that Parthenis, vuhoſe livelihood: ves founded 
Upon his life, bovw'd dovvn her head and ivwaunded'; 
But, Grixt; that (bke a Ltan)loves:toplay {| - | 
Before it kills; paveidearh a longer day; : © . 
Elſe had Parthemzady'd, fmce death deprived - - 
Him of his:life, in.vwhoſe dear:lite ſhe lived. 
But ah ! Partheves's forrovv wyas 400 deep; | 
Too too unruly,..to be lult'd-aifteep. | 
By ought but death : ſhe ftasthes tram henfyvound, - 
And nimbly riſing ftxam:the Joathell ground, . ..  - 
Kneels dovvn, and layes her trembling hand upon 
His luke-vvarm lips, but finding his breathgone, -. 
Griet playes the\tyrant, 'frerce arftractions drives /her 
She knovvs not vvhexez unbounded'rage deprives _ 
bes O 
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Of ſence and language, here and there ſhe goes, 
Not knowing what to do, nor what ſhe does : 
Sometimes, her fair miſguided hand will rear 
Her beautious face,ſomertmes,her beauteous hair ; 
As if their uſe could ſtand her in no ſtead, 
Since her beloved Argalus was dead. 

But now Amphtales (that all this ſpace 
Stood like an Idol] faftned to tus place ; 
Where with a world of tears he.did bemone 
The deed,thathis unlucky hands had done) 
Well knowing that his words {would aggravate, 
Not caſe the miſery of her woful ſtate, _ -. | 
Spake not, bur caus'd her woman that came with her 
To urge her tg the Ferry,-where together 


(25) With her dead Argelzs ſhe imbarke ; from 
She would not part:No ſooner was ſhe come (whom 
To t'other ſhore, but all the funeral ſtate, 

Of Military Diſcipline did wait | 

Upon the corps,whil croops of trickling eyes 

Fore-ran the well-perform'd ſolemnities': 

The Marſhal Trumpet brearh'd her dolefull ſound, 
Whilſt other ſeal their DER; on the worn 


(26) Thus yvas the WT OR Corps convaid 
Upon a Charjor ln'd,and 9 $I | 
k lt L 
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With Sable, to his houſe, a houſe, then night 
More black, no more the Palace of Del:ght : 
Where now we leave him to receive the Crown 
Prepar'd for vertue, and deſcrv'd renown : 
Where now we leave him to be full poſſeſt 
Of endleſſe Peace, and cverlaſting reſt. | 
But who ſhall comfort poor Parthenia now > 
What Oratory can prevail > or how 
Can counſell chuſe, but bluſh ro undergo 
So vain a taske,and be condemned too > 
May reaſon move a heart, whole beſt relict- 
Conſiſts in deſp'rate yeelding to agriefc 2 
Or what advice-can reliſh in her ears 
That wceps, and takes a pleaſure in her tears > 
Readers, forbear, ſorrowes that are lamezted 
Are but exulcerated, yt augmented : 
Forbear attempt,where there ts no prevailing, 
eA deſp rate grief grows ſtronger by bewathng, 
Leave her to time and fortune : let your eyes 
Neo longer pry-1nto.her miſertes : | 
True mourners love to be-beheld of none, 
who truely grteves, deſires to grieve alone. - | FHEA4LST 
But now our bloodhoung' Muſe muſt draw.,and track 
Amphialus, and bring the murtherer back | | 
To anew Combate-: Where, if Fortune pleaſe - * '- 
* Tocrown your Tragick 'Scene,and'ito appeafe: 
The crying blood of- Argalus,with blo j E 
Our better reliſh ftory(making good: 
Your hopefull expe@ations)ſhall befriend 
The tears of our Parthenia, an end; 
; Soon as the ſtout Amphialas-had out-worne © 
The danger of his wounds, and made returne 


Into 


dl 


. 
_ - . = a 
Op —_— ———_—_—_—_— = SRD AS IEA > IG ID mon > 7 On 1 DI EGS oo Dag er PLIES oe > nA DIE IDC eo uronn ein arent > nn. = COBae ann 11g ers 92 OD ASI rS Ie arr Dave Wo ets 


Book.III, Argalus and Parthenis.. 157 


Into the Marrtiall Camp, there to maintain 

His new got honor,and to entertain _ 
Agerieved challengers, that ſhall demand 

Or {eck for ſatisfaction from his hand ; 

An armed Kx:gbt came praunſing ore the plain, 
Denouncing War, and breathing for Diſdain : 
Four Dam'tels uſhered him, in Sable Weeds'; 
And four came atter, all on mourning Steeds : 
His curious armor was ſo painted over | 
With lively ſhadows, that you might diſcover 
The Image of a gaping Sepulchre : 

About the which, were ſcattered here, and there 
Some dead mens bones : His horſe was black as Jet, 
His furniture wasxound about beſet 

With branches;ſlipt from the ſad Cyprefle tree, 
His baſes(reaching tar below the knee) 
Embroidered over with worms : upon his ſhield, 
For his Imprefle, he had a beautious childe, 
Whoſe body had two heads, whereof the t'one 
Appear'd quite dead ; the t'other (drawing on) 
Did ſeem to gaſp for breath,and underneath, 
This Metro was tubſcrib'd, From death, by death : . 
Thus arm'd to point, he ſent his bold defic 

T* Amphialus,who {ent as quick reply. 


- (a7) Forthwith, being ſummon'd,by the Trumpets 
They ſtart ; but brave Amphialus,that found, + (found 


The Kz:ght had miſt his reſt, (ayes not met) 


Scorning to take advantage,would not let. 
His 
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His Launce deſcend, nor (bravely paſling by) 
Encounter his befriended enemy. _ . 
Whercat the angry K»zght(nort apt to brooke 

Such unſupportable miſhap) forſooke | 
His white mouth'd Steed, throwing his Launce afide, 
(Which too too partial Fortune hath denide 
A fair ſucccflc)drew forth his glittering ſword : 
Whereat eAmphralas lighted(who abhorr'd 
A conqueſt meerly by advantage gain'd, . 
Eſteeming it but robb'd,and not obtain'd) 
Drew forth his ſword ; and for a little fpace 
Their ſtrokes contended with an equal pace, 
And hierceneſle : he herein did more diſcover 
A bravery then anger,whil ſt the other 
Bewray'd mere ſpleen, then either skill,or ſtrength, 
To manage it : Amphialaus at length, 

With morethen wonted ecaſe,did batter ſo 
0335 541 acrciided armor,that each blow, 
Open'd a door, for death to enter in: 
And now the noble Conqueror does begin 
To hatefo poor a conqueit,and diſdain' 
To takea life, ſo cafily obtain'd, | 
And moy'd with pity, (Repping back) he ſtaid 
His unreſiſted violence, and ſaid, | 
Str Knight, conteſt no more ; but take the peace S 
Of your own paſſion : Let the combate ceaſe, 
Seek rot your cauſeleſſe ruine z, turn your aym 
| (Better tmploy'd) garnſt ſuch, as wiſh your harm; 

Hushand your life, before it be too late, 15 
Fall not by him, that we'r deſery'd your hate. 
To whom, the Kz#ght return'd theſe words again, 
Thou leſt, falſe Traitor, and There diſdatn ſt 

01D. 
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Both words and mercy with a baſe defie, 
Aud to thy throat,my ſword ſhall turn the tie, 
To whom Amphialus: Vactuel Kieght,. 
Couragious tn udtthing) but 1n ſpight, 
And baſe diſcourteſie, thou ſoon ſhalt know 
whe:her thy tongue betrayes thy heart, 07 no. 
And as he ſpake, he gave him ſuch a wound 
Upon the neck;as {truck hmm to the ground : 
And, with the fall, his {word(that now deny'd 
- All mercy)fiercely tilts into his fide : 
That done ; he loos'd his Helmer,with intent, 
To make his overlaviſhtongue repent 
Of theſe baſe words, he had fo baſely ſaid, - 
Or clſe, to crop him ſhorter by the head. | 

Who ever {aw thi]luftrious eye of Noon 
(New broken from a gloomy cloud)ſend down 
His earth rcjoycing glory, and diſplay | 
His golden beams upon the ſons of Day : 
Even fo, the helmet being gonc; a fair 
And-coftly treafure of unbraided hair 
Orcſpred theſhoutders of the vanquifht Knight, 
Whole now diſcover'd vifage(in defpight "- 
Of neighb'ring death,)did witnefle and proclame © 
A ſoveraign beauty in Parthema's name, . 
And ſhe it was indeed;fec how ſhe les 
Smiling on deathzas # her bleſfed eyes 
(Bleſt in their beſt deſtreghadefpied./ *- 
His face already;for whole ſake ſhe died © * © - 
The Lzikes,and the Roſes(that while cre 
Strove in her cheeks;till rhey compornded there 
Have broke their rrdice, and freſhly fatn to' blows, 
Bchold the Lily hach o:*come: the Roſe's in 

” CT- 
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No more : Tour hands have done, what I deſire, 
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Her Alabaſter neck ( that did out-go) 

The Doves in whiteneſle, 0r the zew faln Snow) 
Was ſtain'd with bload, as if the.red did ſeek 
Prore&ion there,being baniſht from her check : 
So full of ſweetneſſe was her dying face, 

Thar death had not the power to * place 

Her native beauty ; onely by tranſlation, 
Moulded,and cloath'd it in a newer faſhion. 


28) But now Amphialas,(in whom grict and ſhame 
Ot this unlucky vi&ory, did claim | 
An equal intereſt) proſtrate on the Earth, 
Accurs'd his ſword, his arm, his hour of birth ; 
Caſting his Helmet, and his Gauntlet by, 
His undiſſembling tears did teſtifie 
Whar words could not : But finding her eſtate 
More apt for help, then grief(though both too late) 
Crept on his knees, and begging pardon of her, 
His hands(his often curſed hands) did proffer 
Their needleſſe help, and, with his life to ſhow 
What honor a devoted heart could do: 
Whereto Parthenza ( whole expiring breath 
Gave ſpeedy ſignes of a deſired death) A 
Turning her fixr(but oft recalledJeyes, | 
Upon Amphzalas, faintly thus replies, 


Sir, you have done enough, and 1 require 


what 1 expe : and if againſt your will, 
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The better 5 ſo TI wiſh your favors ſtill, 

Yet one thing more(if enemies may ſue) 

I crave,which is :which 15, to be untoucht by you, 
And as for honor,all that I demand, 

Is, not to purchaſe honor from your hand : 

No, 10, twas n0 ſuch bargain made z That he, 
Whoſe hands bad kill'd my Argalus,ſhould help me : 
Your hands have done enough, I crave no more 3 


And for the deeds ſake, I forgive the doer. 


What then remains > but that I goto reſt 

with Argalus,and to be repeſſeſt, - 

Of him;mith him for ever to abide, _ 

Ere ſince _ death, Thave ſo often died. 

And there ſhe fainted(even as if the Clock 
Ofdeath,had given a warning ere it ſtruck) 

But ſoon returning to her ſelt again : 

welcome ſweet death,laid ſhe,whoſe minutes parn 

Shall crown this ſoul with everlaſting pleaſure; 

Come,come, and welcome, T attend thy leaſure : 

Delay me not : 0 do me not that wrong, - 

My Argalus will ckede Tftay ſo long >: 

O 220w T feele the Gordran knotted bans © | 

Of life unti'd : O heavens into your hands +: 

I recommend my better paytywith traft- - - 

To find you much more merafull, then juſt, | 

(Tet truely juſt nithal)0 bfe! Odeath): 

1 call you to a'mitneſſe;that this breath: 1 
Ne'r drew a blaſt of comfort fonte that houre'' 
My Arg'lus ed: O thou eternull power, ' © '  / 
Shroud all my faults beneath the-nalk-white wait 
Of thy dear mercy ;, and when this towgue ſhall fail © --' © 

© 41334 | > To - 
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To ſpeake ::O then, 
And as |.e ſpake( O then) O then ſhe left 
To ſpeak 3 and being ſuddainly bercft 
Of words,the fatal Siſter did divide 
Her ſlender twine of life,and ſo ſhe-di'd. 
So di'd Parthenia,in whole cloled eyes 
The world of beauty and perfe&ion lics 
Lockt up by:Angels(as a thing divine) 
From mortal cycs,the whilſt her vertues ſhine 
In perfet& glory, in the throne of glory, 
Leaving the world no reliqueybut the ſtory 
Of Earchs perfe&ion; for the mouth of fame - 
To conſecrate to her eternall name, 
Which ſhall ſurvive.(if Muſes can divine) 
(Though not in theſe poor monuments of mine? 
To th'end of days, and by the looſcr rimes, 
Shall be deliver'd to fuccceding'times : © 
So long as beauty ſhaKl bur finda friend, 
Parthentaes laſting \tameiſſhall never end : 
. Tull, to be truely vertuous, toibechaſt, 
Be held a fin, Partheniaes name:ſball laſt. 
Thus when Amphialss hadpurt out this Lamp, _ 
This Lamp of honor, he'forfook-the Camp, . . ©: 
And, like a willing pris'ner was confin'd 
. o the {trick _ f a hope ace . 
o Jury need b'impannell'd or agree 
Ugan he Verdi&, noneto: cold thdeeds | 
None to give ſentence, inthe þ ent-Hall ; 
Himſelf was witneſte, Jury, Judg,and all ; 
' VVhere now weleave:him,whilſt we turn oureyes 
Upon Partheniaes woman, whole fierce cryes 
Injorce a helpleſſe-audicnce : 1tis ſaid, bo: 


#hen 
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when Troy ws taken, ſuch a cry was made, | 
One ſnatcht Partheniaes {word,rclolv'd to die 
Parthentaes death : Another raving by, 
Strove forthe weapon ; through which eager ſtrife, 
They both were hindred,and ceachſav'd a life. 
Others, whom wiſer paſſion had taughthow 
To grieve at cafer rates,did rudely throw 
Their carelcfſe Bodies on the purple floorer 
VVhere,ſprinkling duſt upon their heads, they tore 
Their tangled hair,and garments drencht in tcars 
And cry'd,as if Parthenzaes bleſſed ears 
Could hear the voyce of griet;fuch grichs as would 
Return her from her glory,if they could : . 
Each heart was turn'd a VVardrobe of true paſlion,. 
VVhere griefs were clothed in a ſeverall faſhion, 
Sometimes theix ſorrow would recal to view 
Her vertue,chaſtneſs,{weetnefſe,and renew 
Their waſted paſſions,and oft-times they bann'd 
Themſeclves,for obeying her unjuſt command. 
And now by this the mournful trump of Fame 
(Grown hoarte with very ſorrow)did proclame 
And ſpread her dolefull tzdings, whilſt all cars 
And eyes were fill'd with death,and ſliding tears :* | 
Pitty and ſorrow mixt with admiration, 
Became the threefold fubject of all paſſion : 
Grief went her progreſle through all hearts or none, 
From the poor Gor tage to the Princely rhrone 
Could one a thought, whoſe beſt advite could borrow: 
The ſmalleſt reſpite from the extreams of ſorrow. 
But all this while, Bap/zus Princely breſt, 
As it commanded,{o out, griev'd the reſt : 


His ſhare was treble : Hearts of Kings are deep _ 
Ys And 
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And cloſe ; what once they entertain, they keepe 
With violence : the violence of his paſſion 
Admits no means,as yct,no moderation.: 

FT 


—_ 
—_ 


| -(29) Bur ſoon as grief had done her private rights 
-And dues to Hopor : Hozor (that delights | 
In publick ſervice,and can make the breath 
Ot ſighs and ſobs to triumph over death) 
Call'd in Solemnity, with all her train 
And Military pomp to entertain | 
Our welcome Mourners, whoſe {low paces tread 
| The paths of death 3 and, with ſad triumph lead 
The flumbring body,to that bed of reſt, | 
Where nothing can diſquiet,or moleſt 
Her ſacred aſhes, there intombed, lay 
The valiant Argalas ; and there, they ſay 
Exe ſince, that tume, th' Arcadians once a year, 
Viſit the ruines of-their ſepulchre 
And in a memorial of their faithfull loves, 
There built an Altar,where to milkewhite Doves 
They yeerly offer two the hallowed fame 
Of Argalns and his Partheniaes name. 
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Hos ego wer ſiculos. 


the to the Damask Roſe you ſeez 
Or like the bloſſome 0n a Tree 
Or like the dainty flowre of May, 
Or like the morning to the day, 
Or like the Sun, or like the Wade, 
Or like the gourd that Jonas had,..” 
Ever ſuch is man whoſe threed is ſpur: 
Drawn out, and cut, and ſo is done. 


The Roſe withers, the bloſſom blaſtetb, 
The flower fades, the morning haſteth : 
The Sur ſets, the ſhadow flies) 
The Gourd conſumes, and-man he ates, 


Like to the blaze-of fond del:ght; 
Or like a morning clear and bright, 
Or like a Froſt, or like a ſhowre, 
Or like the pride of Babels Tower, 
Or like the hour that guides the Timey - 
Or like to beauty in her prime : 
Even ſuch is man, whoſe glory lends 
His life a blaze or two, and ends: 


Del:ghts vaniſh, the morn ore-caſteth, 
The Froſt breaks, the ſhower haſteth) 
The Tower falls, the hour ſpends, 
The beauty fades,and mans life ends. 

© Fr. Quaris, 


Cn CE SERIE SOCIETIES 
—_——- by pI 


& 


Frgeinr and Parties. Book Ii 


_ 


The. Authors: Dream, 


Y fins are hike the hatrs upon my head, 
And raiſe their Audit to as high a ſcore : 
In this they differ : Theſe do daily ſhed, 
But ah ! my ſts grow datly more and more. 
1 f by my harrs thou zumber out my ſins; 
Heaven make me bald beforethe day begins. 


2, 


My ſins are like the ſands upon the ſhore, 
which every ebb layes open to the eye, 
In this they differ : Theſe are cover dove 
ith every tide, my fins flall open lye. 
If thou wiltmake my head a ſea of tears, 
O they will bride the ſins of all my years.. 


3. 


Ay fins ave like the $tzrs within the Skies, 
In View,zn number even as bright, as gveat:: 
 Tnthis they differ : Theſe do ſet and riſe; 
But ab my fins de viſe, but never ſet. 
Shine Sun of glory, and my ſos are gone 
Like twminkling Stars,befare the riſing Sun. 


Fr, Quarles.. 
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